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Non-science subjects ‘too easy’ 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 


SixLhfcmners wi!} face tougher 
A-level examsin aS subjects ex- 
cept maths and science under 
proposalsput forward, in a fun- 
damental review of the cram tn 
be pnbfished later. tMs month.; 
. .Exam boards say k will be the 
first change in A-level standards 
since the exam was introduced 


more than 40 years i 
lepfaj 

of State for Education, is un- 


sessment Authority , which Sir 
Ron heads; should have hew 
powers to compel the exam 
boardsto review the difficulty 
of all A-level exams. The 
authority’s officials would also 
have power to check that A-lev- 
el papers were being marked 
more strictly. • 

Changes will not be put into 
place for at least three years.’ So 
the first students to-be affect- 


G Allan Shepfa 


arsago. 
ard. Sec 


ecretaiy 


derstood to have accepted the 
controversial plan put forward 
by Sir Ron Dearing, the Gov- 
ernment's chief adviser on ex- 
ams. Critics of A-level. say. it is : 
already too difficult mid that the 
dropout and failure rates are - 
too high. . • ■ 

Mrs Shephard asked Sir Ron 
to look at the standards of A- 
I eve Is in different subjects after 
research revealed that it was 
much harder to score a; top . 
grade in inaths and . physics' 
than in English and business 
studies. Pupils taking sciences .! 
might score as much as a grade ; 
lower than -ptipfls -of- gnmfar 

ability taking samesris subjects. . 

Sir Ron says m hi&reportdiat 
the differences are unacceptable 
and that marking of <1 easfer r 
subjects must be toughened to 
match that in the harder Ones. 

Ministers say more pupils 
must be persuaded to take sci- 
ence at A-level in the interests 
of economic prosperity. . Teach- 
ers believe pupils are put off sci- 
ence because they think it is 
■*diffkuir. I 

Research has shown that 
maths, pbysfcsand chemistry are 
the most difficult subjects with 
German, French, history, biol- 
ogy and economics not far 
behind. Geography, da ssirsand 
Spanish are of average difficulty 
and English, business studies, 
home economics, design and 
technology and communica- 
tions studies the easiest 

The report proposes that the - 
School Curriculum and As- 



Snr Ron Dearing; Has also 
c alad f o r a-Battonaleei Ufifl^ 


etf wookl be those beginning 
A-level courses in-September 
next year. , 

Sir Rohbelieves it would be 
unfair to introduce changes for 
students who have, ahea^r cho- 
sen their A-level subjects. 

His proposals are part of a 
package . of measures which 
mdude the introduction of a 
new intermediate exam after 
one-year in the sixth form to 
encourage students to take 
more subjects. 

He is also recommending a 
.national certificate which would 
include both A-levels and vo- 
cational qualifications as a way 
of promoting parity of esteem 
between the two. 

Sir Ron’s decision on A-lev- 
el marking will please tradi- 
tionalists who fear that efforts 
to bring the exam closer to 


vocational qualifications will 
dilute standards. 

John Dunford, president of 
the Secondary Heads* Associ- 
ation, said 15 per cent of pupils 
already dropped out of A-lev- 
el courses and a further 15 per 
cent failed. 

‘That is a national scandal 
and, this will make it worse. 
There is still a lot of pressure 
from parents for people to do 
A-4eveI when they should be do- 
ing other courses.*’ 

Hdwcver, Mr Dunford hopes 
that some less able pupils might 
be encouraged to lake the new 
one-year ™ms being proposed 
by Sir Ron. Then some of the 
problems about A-level being 
Too difficult might be over- 
come, The said., . . 

Graham Able, head of fee- 
paying Hampton School in 
London, said he welcomed Sir 
Ron’s plan.. 

Asuivey of academic schools 
belonging to the Headmasters' 
Conference of top- public, 
schools showed that they want- 
ed other subjects brought opto 
the same standard as A-level 
rather than vice versa. 

“Ws feel there .should be 
comparability between all sub- 
jects,” Mr Able said. ". 

. George Himb ull, of the As- 
sociated Examining Board, said: 
“This will change A-level stan- 
dards which have not altered 
since the exam started. The 
standards we apply in all sub- 
jects have been inherited and 
have been maintained. 

“How do you judge English 
literature against physics? This 
will have a knock-on effect in 
universities and Lhe standard of 
degrees." 

. Sir Ron tried to discover 
whether A-level standards have 


Old fighters never die, they just soar away 


changed over time but was 
unable to uncover enough evi- 


dence to come to a conclusion. 

He is also overseeing anoth- 
er study to determine whether 
modular A-levels are easier 
than traditional ones. 

- ■ Ruling to add up. page 4 



Birthday flight: A Spitfire took to the skies over Southampton yesterday in a salute to the fighter's maiden sortie 60 years ago. After a commemorative 
service in the city, hundreds of spectators saw the Spitfire do a victory roll before dipping its wings in a farewell salute Photograph: Roy Riley 


Furious Tories threaten fish war 


COUN BROWN 

and KATHERINE BUTLER 

Brussels 


Furious Conservative MPswere 
demanding gunboat diplomacy 
to protect British fishing rights 
after the European Court of 
Justice ruled tbat Spanish 
trawler owners could sue 
Britain for up to £30m, in 
compensation for banning them 
from UK waters. 

Tony Baldry, the fisheries 
minister, who was in Brussels, 
denounced the ruling as “quite 
crazy". But that did nothing to 
quefl Tory Euro-sceptic MPs, 
including former ministers, who 
threatened a full-scale Com- 
mons revolt within two weeks 
and a fresh Government defeat 

The Government foiled to 
defuse the row with its back- 


benchers. after warning that it 
would seek changes to the 
Common Fisheries Policy at the 
Inter-governmental conference 
(ICC), beginning on 29 March 
in Turin, in order to stop 


•quota hopping", which allows 
Spanish fishe; 


Spanish fishermen to buy up 
British quotas and ship the 
catches back to Spain. 

The row with the Ton' back- 
bench threatens to reopen old 
wounds over Europe, wrecking 
John Major's hopes of uniting 


his party behind a white paper 
on tne 1GC to be published next 


Monday. 

The Opposition, Tory rebels 
and Ulster Unionists are ex- 
pected to vote against the white 
paper in the Commons, threat- 
ening a rerun of the Govern- 
ment defeat by two votes on the 
fishing issue on 19 December. 


Tory Euro-sceptic MPs said 
Britain should follow the ex- 
ample of Iceland, which won 
protection for its waters in the 
“cod war" with gun boats. 

John Redwood, the former 
cahinet minister, said Britain 
should be prepared to take 
unilateral action to protect its 
fishing industry. 

Ian Duncan-Smith. another 
leading Tory Euro-sceptic, 
called 'for the use of patrol 
boats to enforce a fishing 
exclusion zone lo EU trawlers 
in British waters. “Many of us 
are absolutely furious about 
this. The Common Fisheries 
Policy has not worked for 
conservation. It has been a 
disaster. The only way ahead is 
for national control, which will 
need patrolling," he said. 

The Tory anger spilled over 


in Prime Minister’s Questions, 
which in Mr Majors absence 
was taken by Michael Heseltine. 
Mr Major is* certain to face more 
demands tomorrow for robust 
action at the 1GC. Moderate 
Tory MPs. including David Har- 
ris, MP for St Ives, who has been 
working with ministers, were 
sceptical that the Government’s 
action would work. 

“It is not going to be easy. I 
cannot imagine Spain giving up 
now." he said. 

The Prime Minister ordered 
concerted policy proposals to be 
drawn up by his Downing Street 


polict' unit and the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food, following demands for 
action by Mr Harris after last 
year's vote. 

Britain will be seeking to 
change the fishing rules to 
ensure Spanish trawlers offload 
their catches at British ports, 
and sell their fish in the British 
market, thus making British 
quotas potentially less attractive. 

The While Paper is said to 
contain the proposal that where 
the Luxembourg court finds a 
member state has failed to... 

TURN TO PAGE TWO 



hitting care of sick children 


UZ HUNT 

Health Editor 


A damning report on the death 
" of a ten-year-old boy who was 
ferried between four hospitals 
in search of treatment, has ^ re- 
vealed a shortage of specialist 
beds and organisational blun- 
ders which are threatening the 
care of very sick children. 

The official report waspub- 
lished on the same day as it 
emerged that the liver of ecstasy 
victim Leah Betts had to be giv- 
en to a patient in Spain because 
no British hospital could accept 
it: two transplant centres said 
ths was because they had no in- 
tensive care (iC) beds. 

The -inddeiits have , fuelled 
fears of a mounting crisis in 
emergency care In .the NHS 


which peaked this winter. when 
scores of adults and children 
had to be refused admission to 
IC units. 

The Government, under in- 
tense pressure, has been forced 


to act and today Stephen Dor- 
reU, the Secretary of State for 


Health, will unveil a wide-rang- 
ing package of proposals to 
offset a crisis. 

The case of Nicholas Gel- 
daxd, 10, came to national at- 
tention after he collapsed at 
home in Stockport on the af- 
ternoon of 7 December. A re- 
port of the independent inquiry 
team, chaired by Judge Bui 
Ashworth, found tbat four chil- 
dren’s hospitals with ICbeds in 
Liverpool, Manchester, and 
Sheffield, had.to refuse to take 
the boy. Their report calls for 


|r& 

The case of Nicholas 
Geldard [left] reveals 
a curious mix 
. of praiseworthy 
commitment; 


idiosyncratic call-out 


arrangements; 


ghastly misjudgement; 


insensitivity ... and a 


ponderous 


bureaucracy* 


the urgent re-orgamsation of in- 
tensive care for children in the 
North West with brain damage 
or neurological problems. In a 
strongly-worded conclusion it 
says: “The time for talk and dis- 
cussion ... is over. The need 


now is for the proposals in our 
recommendations to be put 
into effect as rapidly as possi- 
ble. This needs firm and res- 
olute leadership. We must put 
the children fixk.” 

According to the report, the 


case of Nicholas Geldard re- 
veals “a curious mix of praise- 
worthy staff commitment; 
idiosyncratic call-out arrange- 
ments, ghastly misjudgement 
and insensitivity in sending 
Nicholas to Leeds General In- 
firmary ...” after he was brain 
dead, and, “a ponderous bu- 
reaucracy that bedevils clini- 
cians seeking paediatric 
neurological ana neurosurgical 
advice and treatment." 

Nicholas was first admitted to 
Stockport Infirmary's casualty 
department and was referred to 
nearby Stepping Hill Hospital 
for further investigation. How- 
ever, the brain scanner which 
would have diagnosed his con- 
dition was not available out-of- 
hours. The on-call consultant 
radiologist at the hospital -was 


not contacted. The ‘ make- 
shift" on-call system at Stepping 
Hill was criticised in the report 
as being “bound to fail. The only 
surprise is that it took nearly two 
years to do so". 

It wasn’t until eight hours af- 
ter Nicholas collapsed that a 
doctor found an IC bed at 
Leeds General Infirmary, about 
60 miles away, by which time the 
boy was probably brain dead, ac- 
cording to the report. In the 
meantime he had been taken to 
Hope Hospital in Manchester 
for a brain scan. 

The inquiry team said that it 
was “only chance" thar 
Nicholas's death was not directly 
the result of the blunders. He 
suffered bleeding into the brain 
which is extremely rare in chil- 
dren under 15. 


IN BRIEF 


Israelis defiant 

Israel has rejected a truce offer 
by -Hamas after Monday’s sui- 
cide bombing in Tel Aviv and 
tightened its. curbs, on Pales- 
tinians. . Page 8 


Hope for af-Masari 


A judge yestert 
lhe governments plan to deport 
the Saudi dissident Muhammad 
al-Masari. ~ ... Pagef 

today's weather 

Cloudy and cool in south-east- 
ern areas. Dry and sunny else- 
where. Section Two, page 25. 


Michelangelo and the art computer havoc 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 


Before you turn your PC on to- 
day, consider a couple of facts: 
today would be the 521st birth- 
day of Michelangelo, the Re- 
nass ancc painter, and it is the 
fifth birthday of Michelangelo, 
the computer virus that wreaks 

havoc with bard discs- _ 

If y pur computer is "infect- 
ird* -with the Michelangelo 
virus, the hard disc will be 
wiped dean when you tuni 011 


today. Anyone with an IBM- 
compatible PC may be at risk, 
including those running 
Microsoft’s hewer operating 
system, Windows 95. 

Users of Apple’s Macintosh 
range are safe, however, as 
they cannot run programs, or 
viruses, which were written for 
IBM machines. 

■ Companies which specialise 
in anti-virus products and in 
recovering data from ‘‘wiped" 
computers, are bracing them- 
selves for a flood of calls. 


“Our US office got 10 times 
the daily average of calls in the 
days before and after 6 March 
last year," said Caroline 
Kuipers, international market- 
ing co-ordinator for McAfee, 
based in Bracknell. “Some were 
victims of the virus, and some 
were concerned customers.” 
The vims first came to notice 
in 1991, when an estimated 5 
million computers were affect- 
ed worldwide. It spreads be- 
tween computers by secretly 
putting a copy of itself onto any 


floppy disc inserted into the ma- 
chine. It then lurks in lhe PC’s 
memory, waiting for the correct 
date before it triggers itself, with 
catastrophic results. 

Computer viruses are a grow- 
ing problem, especially for com- 


f ianies whose computers are 
in ' 


linked over a network, which 
allows viruses to spread more 
easily. They can be downloaded 
also from the IntemeL Market 
research suggests in 1994 virus- 
es cost British businesses £12Sm 
in lost time and revenue. 


Alan Solomon, head of S&S 
International, specialising in 
anti-virus products, said: “If 
it’s on your computer, it will trig- 
ger when you turn it on today. 

“The only way to know would 
be to have run an anti-virus test 
previously.” 
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CORRECTION! 
THE WORLD OF 
THE BOSS 
IS ON PAGE 18 . 
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THE INDEPENDENT- 



r news 




Judge tells Howard to reconsider Masari case 

■ Zm C>waMnr hnp K^.>n amhuhIajJ L 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 


Secretary bas been najuesfedby 
an adjudicator to proper^' con- 
sider Dr Masari- claim - indi- 


A judge yesterday disrupted 
the Governments “arms for ba- 
nanas" deals, which would have 
seen an outspoken Saudi dissi- 
dent and asylum seeker 
deponed to Dominica. 

In a damning criticism of 
ministers’ handling: of the case 
of Muhammad ai-Mas«ari. the 
Home Secretary Michael 
How7ird was ordered to recon- 
sider the Islamic fundamental- 
ist's claim for asylum. It was the 
latest in a series of embarrass- 


ing court rebukes for the Home Hcraledlha- IhconJyw^to 

c,L„n. ensure the highest standards of coundy s first - after tney were ^ raoable of being re- __ 

Judg?David Pearl, the chief fairness" to Dr Masari and in told by govenunem offices ^ d „ eating that an ippealmay faiL 

immigration adjud/caiors/tting the public /nreresl was for Mr one gpoddem^ese During the three-day hearing His apparent deoaonToignonr 

at the Immigration Appellate Howard to consider his asylum other . Accord g Qf ^ Masari described being teat- that first ruling last rear is air, 

.Authority in north London, ac- claim in full -wlhw a month. ** _^ creas£ . in aid en and tortured alter being ready die subject of ajudkialr&^- 

cused ministers of an unprece- The Government Aad ibeM ^^S^IKto the Island and thrown into prison for helping view. 

dented attempt to "circumvent hoping to send Dr Mason to the from me ... . - • 


for diplomatic and trade rea- 
sons” its obligations under the 
I95J United Nations Conven- 
tion on Refugees. And he ques- 
tioned whether itn actions wire 
“within the humanitarian spir- 
it with which the convention and 
asylum legislation should be in- 
terpreted". 


Caribbean, thus protecting at 
least £20bn of aims deals - ap- 
parently under threat because 
the Sauai government does not 
believe the United Kingdom 
should give refuge to one of its 
most vociferous opponents. 

Dominica, an independent 
territory, had agreed to take the 


a guaranteed trade in its cash 
crop, bananas, were at issue. 

But yesterday Judge Pearl 
thwarted the arrangement by 
upholding Dr Masari s claim 
that Dominica could not be re- 
garded as a safe haven. He said 
the history of Dominica illus- 
trated “political vulnerability. 


to found an Islamic funda- 
mentalist political party in Sau- 
di. fiercely critical of the ruling 
Royal Family. He said he re- 
mained at risk of reprisals. 

Last night the Home Office 
said Mr Howard was consider- 
ing an appeal. But this is the sec- 
ond time that the Home 


A jvbtfantDrMasaristikf the . 
ruling gave him a better.chance . ■ 
of staying in. Britain while 
George Galloway, the. Labour 
MP and organiser <jf the Masari 
Must Stay campaignv_5aid tlie 
judgement was "a grave con- 
demnation of the Major gov- - 
eminent*'. 
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£l5m worth of amptetatnine. 


Masarh Ruling gives 
hope of staying in UK 


Rif kind 


Fish war: Verdict from Luxembourg fans flames of Euro^scd^'l^^hthierit 


warns EU 


..... , . separate hboratoiies 
w&ehundatmisolaiedfann 
in ftV.vfon FTofenarL near Nor- 
folk- one ‘o manufccfare the 
dr^’s chemical ingredients and 

a second tomafe the drug it- 
self Ai^c^ss^wibr Scotland 
-Yard sadtiteeqaipmentat the 
fa^waseapabte of producing 
600 ldtos<rf]»ireamphetamin e 
stdphatepfehreeL - r 
- Fbrapmen Sandra woman, 
agedinlS^i^^DdSOs, were 
surround-, 
ed Xhel&qa early yesterday 
mor riin^ -j.> - 

GoIdCuptfieft bid 


on foreign 


** 




"XT* 




policy role 


hr- 


m 


wy\ 


J .IhiCTes.toed to steal the Chel- 
l .tenh^ Gdfd Cxip by smashing 
ahaffim^iferoiigh the window 
‘'thtje^fler’s shop where the 
...i^isOTti^jIay before next 
weefehf ymrartng festivaL The 
windowjraiaincd intact and the 
:tn»hKa drove off empty-hand- 
ed Ink earafolen in London and 
i&ii&ibhhd abandoned. 
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, Pupil power 

%tiin^_CoIlege. a 500-pujfril in- 
dependent boarding school at 
';Ha|wa^ Heath, Susses, has 
; placed a £lm order with Olivet - 



MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 


Britain wants the European 
Union to stay out of sensitive 
foreign policy decisions. Mal- 
colm RifkimL said yesterday in 
Paris, but is prepared to let it 
expand its role. 

Less than a month before the 
opening of the crucial Inter- 
Governmental Conference on 
European institutions in Turin, 
the Foreign Secretary has sig- 
nalled how far Britain is pre- 
pared to accommodate the 
demands of France and Ger- 
many for a common European 
foreign and security policy. 

while preserving int3cl the 

needs of national sovereignty. 
His comments show thaf the 
Government will carve out a 
tough position, but has left it- 
self plenty of negotiating room. 

In an upbeat speech that de- 
fended Europe's record on for- 
eign and defence co-ordination, 
particularly in former Yu- 
goslavia, Mr Rifkind set out de- 
tailed proposals and principles. 
These included the possibility of 
naming someone to give Euro- 
pean policy what he called "a 
dearer voice” in the world. 

"Like France.” he said. 
“8111301 sees possible attractions 
in appointing a single figure to 
represent the foreign policy of 
the Union.” But he" went on to 
qualify this by sating (hat this 
person shoukfbe subordinate to 
national capitals. He or she 
should he "somebody appoint- 
ed and tasked by the Council of 
ministers: its servant, not its 
chairman”, he said. 

He later said this did not rule 
out someone who would also 
contribute to policy-making 
but. he stressed, that person 
should be a "co-ordinator or 
spokesman" for a policy deter- 
mined between governments, 
like the LIN Secretary Gener- 
al. France has consistently ar- 
gued for someone who would be 
a “Mr Europe” for ihe outside 
world, but has conceived of 
the position as having executive 
responsibility rather than the 


"servant” role Mr Rifkind stip- 
ulated. 

Rejecting the repeated calls 
from Germany and others for 
majority voting on foreign and 
defence issues in Europe, Mr 
Rifkind welcomed the recent 
Franco-German suggestion for 
“constructive abstention”, if 
only as “implicit recognition” 
that some alternative to quali- 
fied majority voting had to be 
considered. Constructive ab- 
stention is the idea that an in- 
dividual member state would 
have the right to dissent from 
a policy, but not to block it 

But Mr Rifkind warned that 
such a principle - implying that 
countries which did not specif- 
ically vote for a policy agreed to 
give it their moral and possibly 
material support - would not 
solve real disagreements. It 
could have applied to Ger- 
many over Bosnia, but “would 
France have been willing to ab- 
stain constructively over nuclear 
testing?” 

Mr Rifkind's other major 
proposal was for closer co-or- 
dination of the EU and the West 
European Union, the defence 
body which has links to Nato. 
The WEU should not become 
part of the EU. he underlined. 
Better co-ordination, Mr 
Rifkind said, would enable 
“unity of EU action to serve EU 
political objectives" and he rec- 
ommended specifically co-or- 
dinating the EL^s political and 
economic activities “more ef- 
fectively with the military in- 
struments available to’ the 
WEU - giving the EU a mili- 
tary capability for the first time, 
though at arms length. 

However, he argued against 
the WEU becoming the defence 
wing of the EU, largely because 
the two organisations are based 
on separate treaties and mem- 
bership. The neutral countries, 
he noted, had only observer sta- 
tus in the WELL this enabled 




| tf tosujjply all pupils and staff 
■with -notebook computers. 
. ^Tfea'rf teacher James Flecker 
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Net loss: Fishermen in Brixham, Devon, where news of compensation payments to Spanish. fleets was badly received 


Judgment highlights 
supremacy of ED 



KATHERINE BUTLER 

Brussels 


them to lake part in peace-keep- 
work. 


ing and humanitarian worl 
hut they did not share the high- 
er obligations that came with 
Nato and WEU membership. 


Fraud inquiry over 
nuclear arms depot 


The Government has launched 
a fraud inquire into a £50m 
overspend during the building 
of the massive nuclear weapons 
depot for Trident submarines at 
Coulporl on the Clyde, writes 
Chris BlackhursL 

Officers from the Ministry of 
Defence police have seized 
documents from Tarmac, the 
main contractor on the project 
to build a new jelly access road 
and handling area, which saw its 
cost spiral from £61m to £1 15m. 

A report from the National 
Audit Office, the public spend- 
ing watchdog, was heavily crit- 
ical of the MoD and the 
Property Services Agency for 
the administration ot the con- 


tract. Tarmac was subsequent- 
ly handed the PSA free of 
charge in a controversial pri- 
vatisation in 1993. 

The NAO re ported m me □ led 
that the PSA and MoD were un- 
able to obtain “proper assur- 
ance” about the validity of 
Tarmac's claimed costs. “An in- 
dependent audit commissioned 
by PSA found that the nomi- 
nated quantity surveyor had 
spot checked labour costs on 
only some 3 per cent of the con- 
tractor's submissions.” 

LasL Thursday, the MoD po- 
lice raided Tarmac offices. Tar- 
mac said it was surprised by the 
raids but said it would co-op- 
erate with any investigation. 


The European Court of Justice, 
which sits in Luxembourg, is 
sometimes described as the 
quiet man of the European in- 
stitutions. But when it speaks - 
as in yesterday's ruling clearing 
the way for Spanish fishermen 
to sue Britain for up to £30m - 
it can shake the member states 
to their foundations and offer 
an unpalatable reminder of the 
supremacy’ of EU law. 

Comprised of 15 judges, one 
from each member state, and 
nine advocates general, the role 
of the European Court of Jus- 
tice tECJ ) is to ensure that EU 
law is both interpreted and im- 
plemented in line with the EU 
treaties. It is the only body 
with the power to give an opin- 
ion on how the treaties or oth- 
er EU legislative acts should be 
interpreted, when requested by 
a national court. 

Litigation which ends up in 
the Luxembourg chamber al- 
most afways begins in the na- 


tional courts. Local judges deal 
with the initial proceedings but 
may decide there are issues of 
European law to be clarified or 
elaborated on: they will then re- 
fer cases to the ECJ. As in yes- 
terday's ruling, it is the national 
court which has the final say, 
based of course on the inter- 
pretation handed dewn by Lux- 
embourg. 

In Britain, the mere mention 
of European rulings or courts 
can be enough to trigger scep- 
tics’ rage. That is partly because 
people often fail to make the dis- 
tinction between the ECJ which 
is the European Union's high- 
est legal tribunal, and the Stras- 
bourg-based European Court of 
Human Rights, which operates 
under the aegis of the much old- 
er 38 nation Council of Europe. 

The Strasbourg court inter- 
prets and oversees domestic 
implementation only of the Eu- 
ropean Convention on Human 
Rights. The reaction in Britain 
was furious when that court last 
year condemned Britain for 
the SAS killings of three IRA 


members in Gibraltar. Even 
members of the Government 
accused Europe of Interfering 
in the UK’s sovereign right to 
fight terrorism and warned that 
the ruling would be ignored. 

1b some extent, the Luxem- 
bourg court although entirely 
unrelated, gets tarred with the 
same brush. High-profile cases 
may have given the impression 
that Britain takes the rap more 
often than most in the EU 
court, but the reality is that the 
UK is regarded as one of the 
best observers of the rules and 
their implementation. 

Britain is widely expected to 
push for at least some watering 
down of the ECTs powers when 
the EU treaties come up for re- 
view in the Intergovernmental 
Conference to be launched in 
Turin later this month. 

Luxembourg lawyers warn, 
however, that it might not be in 
Britain's interest to seek reforms 
that could weaken the court and 
leave the door open to ex- 
ploitation by countries less dili- 
gent about observing the rules. 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Political Correspondent 


The British Government has 
long insisted Lhat breachcs of 
European law by others should 
be rigorously policed and pun- . 
ished. The unpalatahte 'truth 
yesterday for^ ministers, They 
Eurosceptics - and indeed MPs 
of all political hues - was that 
this principle is as likely to 
work against Britain as for it 

Amidst the pledges from a 
ruffled Government that yes- 
terday's ruling will be raised at 
the forthcoming Later-Govern- 
mental Conference (IGC), lit- 
tle attention was given to the 
wider impact of the ruling - 
which establishes the direct 
right of individuals to sue EU 
member states for compensa- 
tion over what the Luxembourg 
court called “sufficiently seri- 
ous” breaches of European law. 
It will be equally open to British 
citizens and businesses to sue 
other states who break the law. 

The European Commission 
yesterday highlighted an ex- 
ample from 1994 when a UK 
company failed to secure Span- 


ish authorisation to establish a 
shipping fine between Spain 
and Morocco - until the Euro- 
pean Commission began a legal 
action against Spain. 

Two separate cl aims were 
involved in yesterday’s ruling: 
unlawful British shipping reg- 
istration rules under the 1988 
Merchant Shipping Act aimed 
aL curbing Spanish fishermen 
registering vessels in the UK so 
securing a significant slice of the 
fishing quotas, and an unlawful 
ban on exports of French beer 
to Germany. 

Whether, and what, com- 
pensation should be paid is a 
matter for national courts. And 
it is still open to Britain or any 
other state to set conditions for 
vessel registration provided 
they are objective and do not 
pick and choose on grounds of 
nationality. 

The law can cut both ways. 
But all three British political 
parties were united in their 
condemnation of yesterday’s 
ruling, raising expectations that 
the Government will push 
strongly for changes to the 
court at the IGC. . 


Tories threaten fish war over ‘crazy’ ruling 


FROM PAGE ONE 


uphold EU low. but has done so 
in good f ’i| h then it should not 
be liable lor damages. 

The Government is also 
seeking long-term reform of the 
European Court, to prevent it 
from imposing retrospective 
compensation rulings. 

The Luxembourg-based 
court ruled that individual; 


have a right to sue for com- 
pensation for breaches of, or 
failures to enact. Community 
law, even where member states' 
legislatures were responsible. 
For the first time it set down the 
guidelines which determine 
when individuals' claims for 
damages should succeed. 

The Spanish fishermen must 
new pursue their claims in the 
British courts. But Ihe implica- 


tion to be drawn from the 
European Court’s reasoning is 
LhaL they are entitled to the 
money. 

The level erf damages has also 
been left to the national courts 
to set, but they must be “com- 
mensurate with the loss, or 
damage, suffered”, the judges 
said. 

The Government will at- 
tempt to amend fundamental 


European Union treaties in or- 
der to end the practice of for- 
eign-own ed and crewed boats 
taking Britain’s fish quotas. 
Mr Baldry said: “It does 


seem crazy that a Spanish 


owned, skippered and cap- 
tained vessel t alcing its catch 
back to Spain canfish off our 
UK quota. 

•These are UK fish for UK 
fisherman.” 


Rewarding work with children 


Today, over 2 million children worldwide are successfully mastering mathematics 
with die popular Kumon method. 

Kumon’5 success is due largely to the care and devotion of our ever 
expanding team of Instructors. Each Instructor works 
part-time cm a self employed basis running a study 
: in their local area since first opening in this 
country demand for new Kumon centres has 
increased dramatically. We raw need many 
more Instructors and are looking for 
enthusiastic people to train in helping 
children leam the Kumon Method. 

We are currently looking for 
Instructors throughout the UK. 

For a free information pack call Stephen Ward 
on 0181 M3 3307. 



KUMON EDUCATIONAL UK, ELSCCT HOUSE, 
ARCADIA AVENUE. LONDON N3 2JU 
TEL- 0181 343 3307 FAX: 0181 343 2857 


Mr Baldly said he did not see 
how any government, including 
the Spanish government, could 
justify the current practice. 

“All of us are inherently rea- 
sonable,” he added. . 

- Elizabeth Stevenson, secre- 
tary of the Cornish Fish Pro- 
ducers Association, said: “"We 
feel very strongly about this be- 
cause these Spanish boats pose 
a serious problem for us.” 


Benefit crooks to get amnesty 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 


Benefit fraudsters arc to be of- 
fered a two-week amnesty from 
prosecution in a new attempt to 
cut the estimated £i5bn-a-year 
fraud bill. 

The move was announced by 
Peter Lilley. Secretary of State 
for Social Security, as part of a 
series of month-long anti- fraud 
drives in big cities to be 
launched in coming months. 
The crackdowns will be pre- 
ceded by two weeks of local 
publicity, he said yesterday in a 
Commons debate. The aim is 
“to give people who have just 
drifted into abusing the bene- 


fit system the chance to put their 
claim right and to catch those 
who choose not to do so”. 

A spokesman for his depart- 
mem said the plan did not in- 
volve an amnesty on back- 
payment of benefiL if individu- 
als" were found to have been 
claiming fraudulently. 

But an admission of fraudu- 
lent claims in the two-week pe- 
riod would be “taken into 
account” in deciding whether to 
prosecute. 

The anti-fraud drives will in- 
clude freephone hotlines for re- 
porting suspected frauds local 
data-matching exercises; in- 
creased visits to claimants; in- 
troduction of barcode scanners 


in post offices to detect stolen 
order books and unspecified 


‘special drives" on employers 


■ vu VUJLUUJU. 

and self-employed who, Mr LaI- 
ley said, are “likely to be in- 
volved in benefit fraud”. 

He also began to answer 
criticism from housing-benefit 
fraud-investigation officers that 
the present System is aimed at 
detecting rather than prevent- 
ing fraud, to the point where 
councils are encouraged to al- 
low some fraud in order to de- 
tect it and claim incentive 


payments. 

Revised financial incentives 


housing benefit is to be 
launched In London. A study 
aimed at improving the Bene- 
fits Agency’s much-criticised 
liaison with local authorities is 
also to be undertaken, while 
1,100 Employment Service staff 
are to transfer to the agency 
from I April before the new, 
tougher. Job Seekers Al- 
lowance. which replaces un- 
employment benefit this year. 

Chris Smith, Labour’s so- 
cial-security spokesman, said Mr 
Ulley should end the “finders- 


will be introduced, Mr Lffiey 
said, and a pilot scheme aimed 
at catching organised fraud of 


the Benefits Agency and coun- 
cils to compete with each oth- 
er rather than co-operate; in 
chasing the same fraudsters. : 
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•grid: *'They enable pupils to take 
ageeater responsibility for their 


”s TV move 


rs television pre- 
ldi Peters is to leave 
=for a £500,000 contract 
Peters, 25, who bas 
i.vrith the'BBC since 1989, 
r the Saturday morning 
r Live ’n* Kicking and the 
Q-Zoue magazine programme. 
JHe leaves in April to join Lon- 
: don Weekend Television- 


Photograph:Tlm Cuff 


Advertisement rap 

A claim in a Eurotunnel ad- 
vertisement that Le Shuttle 
was the most popular way to 
cross the Channel was untrue, 
the Advertising Standards au- 
thority rules today. P&O Eu- 
ropean Ferries lodged an 
objection, pointing out 
they had carried 1 Am. cars 
pared to lm on the Shuttle; 

DNA test ruling 

A mother and her son,^. 
ceived during an adulterous 
fair, must have DNA tests to! 


prove who is the baby's genet- 
ic father. The woman’s husband. 


who has had a vasectomy, says ; 
he does not wish to know who ; 
is the biological father, but two 
appeal judges ruled that the 
mother's former lover was en- 
titled to know the truth. . . 
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Schoolboy suicide 

A schoolboy killed himself af- 
ter being accused of trying to 
steal a car badge. Andrew 
Smith, 12, was found hanging by 
his tie from a bunk bed af his 
home in Seaham, County 
Durham. Detective Inspector 
Tim Wilson said: “There are no 
suspicious circumstances but it 
is a tragedy for his parents.” 

MoD admits blame 


The Ministry of Defence ad- 
mitted liability seven years af- 
ter a young serviceman died in 
a parachute accident Solicitors 
have begun negotiations for a 
settlement. Royal Marine Sime- 
on Ferranle, 21, died in August 
1989 after twice hitting his head 
in drops at RAF Brize Norton, 
Oxfordshire. 
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Three die in crash 

Three people died in a crash in- 
volving a school minibus and a 

An a 1 fa..., n “ 
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car on the A472 between Fon- 
typool and Crumlin, Gwent 
All the occupants of a red Peu- 
geot were killed when it was in 


collision with the empty 21 - 
sea ter vehicle on its way to col- 
lect children coming home from 
a local school. 


Marksman accused 


Committal proceedings began 
against a Scotland Yard marks- 
man accused of shooting a sus- 
pected car thief dead. PC 
Patrick Hodgson, 49, is the first 
British policeman to be charged 
with murder: while bn duty. 


David Ewin died a fortnight af- 
ter he was shot twice whiter 


Te dri- 


ving a car last February. 
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MoD gets rocket over lost works of art 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

..Waite of aithavebecn leaving 
.'Ministry of. Defence buildings 
by Uie lonyload. and nobody 
seems to know where they have 
- been going, atxordingio an of- 
ficial report published today. 

Ministry staff have been able 
to locate just 15 Out of 205 valu- 
able pictures that have been 
. missing for a number of years 
from the walls of militar y bar- 
racks, officers' messes, and of- 
fice buildings. One of the 
missing prints was taken from 
the ministry flat of the then Sec- 
retary of State, Tbm King, in 
1991 and has never been re- 


covered. Of the MoD’s inven- 
tory of 900 works of art, says the 
study from the National Audit 
Office, the. public finance 
watchdog, 190 are missing. 
Twenty-three pictures have 
been stolen over the years but 
the MoD police have not got 
anywhere with their inquiries. 

This latest example of MoD 
mismanagement wfll inevitably 
provoke another flurry of awk- 
ward questions when officials go 
before the influential Com- 
mons Public Accounts Select 
Committee to explain them- 
selves. The study identifies a 
whol esale disregard by the min- 
istry towards hs precious art 
portfolio. In one case high- 


lighted by the NAO, four for- 
mer Territorial officers put a 
painting, Richmond Hill in the 
Summer of 1862 by Jasper Fran- 
cis Crapsey, up for sale through 
Bonhams, the London auc- 
tioneers. It was valued at 
£400,000 but just before it went 
for auction, their commanding 
officer stepped in and contact- 
ed solicitors to block the sale. 

Under auction rules, the auc- 
tioneer has the right to claim 20 
per cent of the reserve if the 
work is withdrawn, so Bon- 
hams has invoiced the officers 
for £80,000. Meanwhile the 
painting has been returned to 
the regiment. 

Pictures appear to have 


walked from the premises with 
nobody having any inkling as to 
their whereabouts. A portrait on 
loan from the National Army 
MusemaXn Officer of the 28th 
Foot, artist unknown, disap- 
peared when the Quarter- 
master General's offices were 
relocated from London to An- 
dover in 1992. MoD police did 
not investigate the loss until 
1994 and are still looking for it 
In 1991, the ministry listed as 
missing a fine print, lien ' of the 
Boardroom of the Admiralty by 
Thomas Rowlandson and Au- 
gustus Charles Pugin. It bad ac- 
tually been ban ging on the wall 
of the Admiralty boardroom in 
’Whitehall. London. Investiga- 


tions have proved fruitless. 
Some of the most heavily guard- 
ed buildings in the land, which 
require security passes to enter 
ana arc constantly manned, 
have lost paintings. Northum- 
berland House, one of the most 
tightiv controlled ministry build- 
ings m London, has had two 
thefts involving 16 lithographs 
and pencil sketches. 

MoD police interviewed all 
the staff, plus contractors and 
searched die offices from top to 
bottom but the lithographs have 
neveT been recovered. 

Officers' houses, which have 
al reach’ aroused political con- 
troversy for their sumptuous 
decor, have also benefited from 


the ministry's largesse with its 
an collection. Ten prints were 
transferred without govern- 
ment consent to Hill lop 
House. Korbecke. in Germany, 
an official staff residence. Five 
prints have gone missing and the 
Government's curators arc now 
looking at interior photographs 
of Hill Top - which has since 
been sold - to see if they were 
left behind on the walls. 

Equally worrying is that the 
ministry is failing to maintain 
pictures properly. The NAO 
found 18 cases of damage to 
paintings and frames where the 
authorities had not been noti- 
fied. Some works had been 
damaged during office redcco- 


ration and others had been 
cleaned by office cleaners. 

Over i00 paintings were 
found to be at risk by the NAO. 
either because they were hung 
where they ran the risk of dam- 
age or were not hung securely. 

The NAO recommended bet- 
ter record-keeping - the ministry 
has no centra] record of works 
of art belonging to former units 
- and improved management 
and care for the paintings. 

David Clark, Labour's de- 
fence spokesman said: "‘If MoD 
ministers can! even manage its 
an collection, how can wc ex- 
pect them to manage our de- 
fences." He promised to raise 
the matter in Parliament. 


The toll of birds killed in oil disaster mounts as scientists find two new species of Britain’s most common bat 

‘Sea Empress’ 
spill claims 
25,000 birds 


PETER VICTOR 

More than 25,000 sea birds 
may have been killed by the dis- 
astrous 03 spill from the Sea 
Empress tanker, the RSPCA 
said yesterday. 

Latest casualty figures show 
that just under 2^00 carcasses 
have been collected along the 
South Wales coastline. But 
wildlife experts say reliable sci- 
entific data indicates that only 
one dead bird in ten is recov- 
ered. "There is no doubt what- 
soever that many more birds are 
dying out at sea,” Richard Tim- 
othy, an RSPCA spokesman, 
said. "When the current calm 
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weather breaks, we expect an in- 
crease in the numbers of oiled 
birds being driven ashore." 

Conservation organisations 
and volunteers are now caring 
for more than 3,000 oiled sur- 
vivors at RSPCA bird hospitals. 
A special unit with a dozen 
small pools is opening at Mil- 
ford Haven, south-west Wiles, 
where RSPCA inspectors will be 
able to test the buoyancy and fit- 
ness of birds before releasing 
them back into the wild. 

Diving teams were yesterday 
assessing damage to the rup- 
tured tanks of the 147,000 tonne 
Sea Empress, now empty and 
berthed atthe port after spilling 
more than half its cargo of oil 
into the sea when it ran 
aground. Updated figures yes- 
terday showed that more than 
72,000 tonnes of oil from an 
original cargo of 130^24 tonnes 
had spewed into the sea. 

Marine engineers with the 
Anglo-Dutch salvage crew are 
making preparations to sail or 
tow the giant disabled vessel to 
a repair yard, possibly in Belfast 
or northern France. 

" Landing craft specialists from* 
the Royal Marines are to help 
in the massive dear-up opera - 
tioivwhicfr is expected to take 
two weeks. Men and equipment 
from the Royal Marines Land- 
ing Craft Wing at Poole, Dorset, 
have been drafted in to trans- 
port equipment to beaches and 
coves inaccessible by road. 


N1CHOLAS SCHOON 

A tiny pipistrelle nestles in the 
hands of its captor after scien- 
tists revealed that there are in 
fact three species of Britain's 


most common bat living in 
these islands. 

It was thought only one 
existed, but experts at Leeds and 
Bristol universities have found 
differences in their physical 


make up, DNA genetic mater- 
ial and the frequencies at which 
they squeak out their echo- 
locating pulses and mating calls 
- so high pitched that electronic 
equipment is used to hear them. 


One pipistrelle's sound radar 
works at 45.000 cycles per sec- 
ond, the other at 55,000. The 
two types number about 2 mil- 
lion "bats and appear to mix 
quite happily, but do not inter- 


breed. Kate Barlow, a Bristol 
University student, has also 
found evidence that the much 
rarer Nathusius pipistrelle, once 
thought to be a vagrant from the 
continent, is breeding here. 


18 horses 
killed in 
‘arson 
attack’ 
at farm 


The owners of a farm where 
18 horses died in an early 
morning blaze yesterday were 
“sickened” last night after 
discovering that the tragedy 
was probably the result of an 
arson attack! 

A bumt-oul car was found in 
the debris of the livery stables 
at the farm in Shadoxhurst, 
near Ashford. Kent. At least 12 
other horses were saved, hut 
four had to be treated by a vet 
for burns. 

The cost of damage caused by 
the fire is estimated at £100.000. 

The farm has been run by 
Brian and Nan Fraser for just 
over five years, but it has been 
in Mr Fraser's family for more 
than 50 years. 

His mother Nora, who lives 
nearby, said: “I can’t believe 
anyone could do something as 
terrible as this. The fire totally 
destroyed the farm buddings. 
You can't help thinking of all 
those poor animals in the build- 
ing. It's sickening.” 

Mr Fraser's brother. Tony, 
said a car had been driven 
through a fence and then into 
a barn where it was set on fire. 
He said the animals did not have 
a chance: “It is an horrific and 
disgusting thing to do. It appears 
to have been a deliberate attack, 
but 1 have no idea who could do 
such a thing or why." 

The fire was discovered ear- 
ly yesterday and Kent Police 
confirmed that a burnL-out car 
was found. Detective Inspector 
Gerald Smith said: “You can 
imagine the grief and misery 
that has been caused by this 
appalling tragedy to each and 
every owner. Obviously we are 
treating this as suspicious.” 

John Painter, 48, of Sha- 
doxhurst, whose wife. Julie, 
38. kepi a horse at the stables 
was shocked by news of the 
blaze. Mrs Painter’s horse. 
Byuk, an Arabian gelding, sur- 
vived, but Mr Painter said: “It 
is a very friendly operation - a 
son of do-it-yourself livery 
stables. 

“Owners buy their own feed 
and straw and the horses are 
looked after and bedded down 
in the barns. This is a tragedy 
for Brian and Nan and very 
upsetting for everyone con- 
cerned." 

A spokesman for Kent fire 
service said: “The cause of Lhe 
fire is being looked into by 
our investigation team." 
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FA denies links 


STEVE BOGGAN 

The Football Association 
denied last night that it was 
involved in a multi million- 
pound football licensing cartel 
following a raid on its offices by 
European Commission investi- 
gatorsL 

Graham Killy, the FA’s chief 
executive, said he had been 
“bewildered" when two officials 
- i from Brussels, accompanied by 
staff from the Office of Fair 
Trading, burst into FA head- 
quarters in west London at 
9.15am demon dingaccess to its 
files. 

At the same time, the -Foot- 
ball Associations of France and 
Denmark were raided as partof 
an investigation into the prac- 
tice adopted by Fifa, the world 
governing bocly, of insisting 
that only balls that it has 
licensed are used in top match- 
es. Sports manufacturers wel- 
comed the raid, arguing that the 
Fife licensing costs amounted to 
about £435 on the price of a 
football, but the English EA said 
that it received none of the 
money. Its offices in Lancaster 
Gale, were raided by officials 
acting on behalf of the Euro- 
pean Competition Commis- 
sioner, Karel \&n MierL 

A spokesman -for Mr Van 
MIerf said a! complaint had 
been received a year ago from 
the World Federation of the 
SponingGoods fodustry which . 


alleged that Fifa - and its affil- 
iates, including the English FA 
-were viola ting the free and fair 
competition articles of the 
European Treaty. 

According to the Commis- 
sion, Fife charges manufactur- 
ers 1 Swiss Franc (about 55p) 
to label its footballs "Fife In- 
spected” and 2 Swiss Francs to 
label them “Fife Approved", but 
it says other royalties and ad- 
ministrative costs of the scheme 
push prices much higfrer. 

Ftfa insists that all World Cup 
matches. and qualifiers are 
played with such balls but it 
argues that, given that it owns 
the competition, that is its 
prerogative. 

It made no comment yester- 
day, but one Fifa source said it 
would launch a fierce defence 
of its position. “We choose the 
balls for the World Cup, but in 
all other competitions we tell 
our federation members that 
they may use either Fifa in- 
spected or approved balls, or a 
third category 1 which carries no 
Fife logo mid is not licensed but 
simply complies with the rules 
of football," the source said. 
“Using that type of ball results 
in no income For Fifa but they 
are free to use it." 

Mr Kelly said he thought the 
raid was “a wind-up'*. He 

added: “My response is to co- 
operate. I don’t know what it is 
we are supposed to have done, 
but it’s not a major issue. 


Animal-liberation activist 
planned fire-bomb spree 


BY JASON 8ENNETT0 

Crime - Correspondent 

An Animal Liberation Front 
activist who planned a nation- 
wide fire-bombing campaign 
was found guilty yesterday of 
conspiring to commit arson. 

David Callender, 37, of Wa- 
terloo, Merseyside, spent 
months travelling around the 
country to compile hit-lists 
which included information 
about security and escape 
routes^ Birmingham Crown 
Court heard. Police said he 
could have caused millions of 
mds of damage. He was 
led after a shopworker be- 
came suspicious when he placed 
a large order for kitchen timers. 

Police believe his conviction 
is a serious blow against the ex- 


tremist ALF and think he may 
have been involved in a num- 
ber of attacks in 1991. 

After Callender's arrest, po- 
lice found at a house in Birm- 
ingham enough devices to plant 
Iw fire bombs and a list of po- 
tential targets, including an 
agricultural college in Hum- 
berside, food manufacturers, 
horse breeders, egg-production 
companies, foxhound associa- 
tions, slaughter houses and the 
Milk Marketing Board. 

The poljce also found plans 
referring to reconnaissance vis- 
its. They believe a bombing 
campaign was imminent. 

The court heard that Cal- 
lender, who was unemployed 
and had previous convictions for 
activities relating to the ALF 
dating back to 1984, left his girl- 


friend's bouse in Merseyside in 
May 1994 and began living at 
the house in SparkhilL. Birm- 
ingham. Police believe there 
must have been other people in- 
volved researching the targets 
and funding the campaign but 
have not traced them. 

Callender was trapped in 
October 1994 after a woman in 
a wholesale kitchen suppliers in 
London contacted police after 
a telephone call from a man ask- 
ing to buy 60 kitchen timers. Po- 
lice mounted surveillance and 
later spotted Callender arriving 
for the timers. They followed 
him and arrested him when he 
went to Cambridge to check out 
possible targets. 

There was evidence that at 
least one device had been test- 
ed and plans showed that some- 


one bad managed to get inside 
some of the targets. 

Detective Chief Inspector 
Roger Simpson, of West Mid- 
lands Police, said he had no 
doubt that Callender was an ac- 
tive member of the ALF and 
could not rule out that he was 
the same man who bought iden- 
tical one-hour kitchen timers 
from the same store in 1991. 

Police later found they had 
been used in a spa te of extremist 
firebomb attacks in the south of 
England. No one was ever 
caught for the offences. 

Callender had pleaded not 
guilty to conspiracy to commit 
arson. He will be sentenced to- 
day. His co-defendant. Gregg 
Avery, 28, of Macclesfield, 
Cheshire, was found not guilts 1 
of the same charge. 


US warplanes lease deal rejected 


WILL BENNETT 

The Government yesterday re- 
jected a plan to lease American 
F-16 fighters for the RAF, lift- 
ing a threat both to thousands 
of jobs and the £42bn European 
Fighter Aircraft Programme. 

Instead, the Ministry of De- 
fence win pay £125m to upgrade 

the ageing British-built Torna- 

do F3 fighter to plug the gap un- 
til the Eurofighter planned by 
a consortium of European 
countries is ready to take over 
early next century. The MoD 


New lease of life; The Tornado is getting a £125m upgrade 


has placed the order with 
British Aerospace to upgrade 
the F-3, the RAP's principal air 
defence fighter, to enable it to 
cany Amraam and Asraam mis- 


siles to improve its capability. 

James Arbuthnott, Minister 
for Defence Procurement, said: 
'Together with the radar im- 
provements and joint tactical in- 


formation distribution system 
with which the aircraft is already 
being equipped, this upgrade 
will greatly enhance the capa- 
bility of the Tornado F3 and pro- 
vide the Royal Air Force with 
an up-to-date beyond visual 
range missile capability. " 

The now redundant plan to 
lease F-16 fighters was put for- 
ward by David Hart, a special 
adviser to Michael Portillo, the 
Secretary of State for Defence. 
John Major is believed to have 
intervened personally to slop 
the proposal. 


Bamardo’s seeks 
truth for adopted 
Irish children 


JOJO MOYES 

MPs and childcare workers 
have called upon the Irish gov- 
ernment to investigate how 
hundreds of Irish children were 
sent to adoptive parents in the 
United Sates under falsified 
birth certificates. 

Yesterday in the Dail, Allan 
Shatter of the Fine Gail party, 
an expert in family law, set an 
adjournment debate after it 
emerged that the adoption 
agency Bam ar do's had been ap- 
proached by more than 200 Irish 
people who were sent to the US 
up to 40 years ago. as young chil- 
dren. When they attempted to 
trace their origins using Amer- 
ica's Freedom of Information 
Act. they found in many cases 
that parental names on their 
birth certificates were false. 

Bamardo's is lobbying the 
government to make Eire's 15 
remaining adoption agencies 
disclose how many children 
were sent to the US during the 
1950s and 1960s. “The slate 
handed over its responsibility for 
children who needed care to 
various institutions,” said No- 
rah Gibbons of Bamardo's. 
"We need to know how these 
children were chosen to go 
overseas and what happened to 
them.” She added that it did not 
appear that there was a cen- 
tralised policy of falsifying birth 
certificates, but because of the 
stigma attached to illegitimacy' 


at the time either the mother or 
the agency may have changed 
names to "protect both mother 
and child. Some childcare work- 
ers also suspect falsifications 
may have been made to make 
it impossible for adopted chil- 
dren to trace their mothers. 

“We re asking that lhe De- 
partment of Health, who now 
has responsibility for care, 
should set up a contact register 
so that a mother who gave 
false information could pul lhe 
record straight,” Ms Gibbons 
said, adding that Bamardo's had 
been contacted by a number of 
Irish birth mothers. “They're old 
now. often in their 70s. and 
sometimes members of their 
families don't know,” she said. 

Ms Gibbons said agencies of- 
ten promised the mot Hers that 
their identity would never be 
known. But "she said that lhe 
government also had a respon- 
sibility to the disinherited. 
“These people are now adults. 
It's like saying: ‘you could be 
president of the United States 
but we wouldn't trust you to 
have the information about 
who you are'." she said. 

A spokesman for lhe Irish 
Department of Health Press Of- 
fice said last night: "The Health 
Strategy contains a commit- 
ment to introduce changes in 
adoptive law and procedure to 
proside arrangements to facil- 
itate contact between adopted 
persons and their birth parents." 
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Zulu boy ‘must return home’ 


A boy brought to Britain for 
adoption by a white woman 
must be returned to his Zulu 
parents and homeland, where 
he could face a life of poverty, 
the Court of Appeal has ruled. 

The court decided yesterday 
that the 10-year-old, a ward of 
the court who can only be', 
named as T”, must go even 
though he wD] grieve, . over the 
woman he knows as his 
mother and his adopted sisters. 

Hb natural mother worked as 
a housekeeper and nanny for 
the woman who brought him to 


Britain four years ago because 
she feared political turmoil and 
eventual civil .war in South 
Africa. The woman, who is a 

British citizen with an Afr ikaans 
background, wanted the boy to 
be adopted as a member of her 
family and live in Maida Mile, 
north-west London, and even- 
tually be educated at a leading 
British school. 

But Lord Justice Neill and 
Lord Justice Ward came to the 
“difficult and anxious” deci- 
sion that the bay should be 
returned immediately to his 


parents to relearn his Zulu lan- 
guage and roots in his native 
Leboa, Transvaal. 

They also warned the woman 
that he must not return to vis- 
it her in Britain this year, to give 
him a chance Lo settle back in 
his country and adjust to the 
“very different" fife there. 

The judgment came after 
the woman had appealed 
against a High Court order 
that the boy should be returned 
to South Africa next year and 
his mother had cross-appealed 
for his immediate return. 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

Primary school teachers are 
spending a long time teaching 
arithmetic but their, pupils' 
adding-up stalls are still poor, 
says a report from school in- 
spectors published yesterday. 

The report is one of two from 
the Office forStartdards in Ed- 
ucation which look at stan- 
dards of all the -national 
curriculum subjects - and reli- 
gions education in bod) prima- 
ry and secondary schools. 

In maths, the inspectors at- 
tack primary teachers for rely- 
ing too much on published 
schemes of work and for using 
too narrow a range of teaching 
methods. Too many pupils are 
bad at mental arithmetic and 
too few schoob have worked out 
how to use calcula tors sensibly. 

The report says; “Standards 
in [arithmetic] are disappoint- 
ing given the time spent teach- 
ing this aspect of mathematics. 
There is frequently too much 
emphasis on repetitive number 
work, which does not address 
pupils* fundamental errors or 
misconceptions. 

“Too many pupils lack a flu- 
ency in mental calculation and 
cannot teU if their answers are 
reasonable." 


fail to add up 


Woman chorister loses claim against royal chapel 


A woman chorister who was 
turned down for a place in the 
all- male choir at the Queen's 
chapel in Windsor has lost her 
case alleging sex discrimination. 

Dr Joan McDonough. 38. 
would have been the first 
woman to lake the post of bari- 
tone lay clerk in the 644-year 


history of St George's Chapel. 
Her duties would have 
involved singing at the Sunday 
service attended by the Queen. 
She claimed she was rejected 
when clerics discovered from a 
referee that she was not a man. 

An industrial Lribunal at 
Reading, in Berkshire, ruled 


yesterday that, as a religious in- 
stitution founded for charitable 
purposes, the chape! was not 
bound by the Sex Discrimina- 
tion Act. 

Dr McDonough, a vicars 
wife, of Carlinghow. near Bat- 
ley. West Yorkshire, is one of the 
country's few female baritones 


and has sung with the Royal 
Choral Society. The post offered 
accommodation and an income 
of up to £4.000 a year. 

She said afterwards: “1 do fed 
that the Church should set an 
example. If they are claiming to 
set a moral example, they 
should be seen to have clean 


hands. If they are nor commit- 
ted to equal opportunities and 
justice, what are they doing?" 

Lt-Col Nigel Newman, chap- 
ter clerk of St George’s, said; 
“When she applied, we found 
she did not measure up in ... 
experience and qualifications 
for the post anyway.** 


In secondary schools, the in- 
spectors Name low standards oh 
teachers who do not put enough 
emphasis on mental arithmetic 
and using calculators sensibly. 

The inspectors say teaching 
standards are good enough in 
around four out of five lessons 
in primary schools and in an 
even higher proportion of 
secondary lessons. But they 
are concerned that the intro- 
duction of tests for 7- -and 11- 
year-olds in primary schools 
has narrowed the curriculum. 

The tests in English, -maths 
and science have -encouraged 
schools to concentrate on these 
subjects at the expense of oth- 
ers, says the report “There are 
fewer opportunities for pupils 
to investigate and experiment 
particularly in science;” 

There is also some evidence 
that a greater number of teach- 
ers are using more whole-class 
teaching methods rather than 
group or individual work. 

In their overall assessment of 
primary teaching, the inspectors 
criticise the standards of mark- 
ing. Tbo marry teachers do not 
mark work regularly and do not 
teD pupils how they can improve 
their work. 

In secondary schools, by con- 
trast teachers are conscien- 
tious about marking work but 


stiff fail to explain to pupils how 
they can do better. Some teach- 
ers are simply too generous in 
their marking -and encourage 
pupils to underachieve. 

Teachers' expectations of 
pupils are often too low in both 
primary and secondary schools. 
Able pupils, in particular, are 
underrated. 

The report backs up last 
week's attack on mixed-ability 
teaching by David Blanket!, 
Labour’s education spokesman, 
which says: “Mixed ability 
teaching requires the utmost in 
teacher stalls." - 

However, Mr Blunfcett’s re- 
port warns that, even when 
pupils are setted by ability in . 
different subjects, teachers 
sometimes overestimate the 
similarity between pupils. 

In one in five primary schools 
teachers do not have enough 
subjects knowledge to teach all 
the national curriculum subjects 
properly. 

A spokesman for the School 
Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority said that the schools* 
concentration on basic staffs, 
criticised by the inspectors, was 
exactly what the review of the 
national curriculum had been 
designed to achieve. Schools - 
should be emphasising basic 
literacy and numeracy.- 


Trendy teachers take the blame 


JUDITH JUDD 

Inspectors' complaints about 
standards in matis are not new. 
In 1925 an inspectors’ report 
said “the accuracy in the ma- 
nipulation of figures does not 
reach the same standards as was 
reached 20 years ago”. 

However, experts agree that 
a reaction in the Seventies and 
Eighties against rote learning 
has gone too far.Tfeachers in the 
Seventies set out to make maths 


less frightening: the result was 
a neglect of mental arithmetic 
and a shift away from learning 
times tables by heart.: A report 

fmm araA-mi r mathematician*; 

last September blamed trendy 

ckutisLTheysaid axtivitfes such 
as “data surveys” were divert- 
ing children from basic work 
such as decimals an effractions. 

Professor Margaret Brown, 
chair of the Joint Mathemati- 
cal CoimdL does not want a re- 


turn to traditional teaching 
methods but has argued that 
teachers have not put enough 
emphasis on key concepts in 
arithmetic and algebra. 

Others blame mixed-ability 
teaching for low standards: And - 
schools have had difficulty at- 
tracting well-qualified graduates - 
to teach maths. While 9Q per 
cent of those teaching English 
have a second class degree or 
better, in maths 40 per cent have 
a third class degree or worse. 


ileal 


Coeur de Lion; The artist Philip Sutton on the site of the Battle of Agincourt in France with one of a series of paintings depicting Henry V as 
portrayed by Shakespeare. They have been commissioned for the opening of the Globe Theatre in London next year Photograph: Brian Harris 


At Abbey National we know that buying your first home can seem a bit daunting. That’s why we’ve 
added to our range of mortgage packages to provide even more help when you need it most. 
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The Nokia 2010 digital mobile > 
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able accessories within 4 working days. 
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NHS dilemma: Split over provision of services for children in Manchester 



settle hospitals saga 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Polity Editor 

The NHS Executive was yes- 
terday told by the Ashworth in- 
quiry that it must sort out 
specialist children's services in 
Manchester - just as the latest 
attempt. to do so in a 10-year 
saga bh the diisL 

Three local health authorities 
finally withdrew a proposal that 
the Ashworth report says is 
needed to close the Booth Hall 
children’s hospital in north 
Manchester and centre neuro- 
surgery and other specialist 
services on the Royal Man- 
chester Children's Hospital site 
at Salford. 

This proposal foundered, 
however, in the face of intense 
local opposition to the Booth 
Hall closure and legal action ty 
Manchester City Council, which 
argued successfully in prelimi- 
nary judicial review hearings 
that the plan was not properly 
costed- Yesterday, the Man- 
chester, Salford and Urafford 


health authorities formally ac- 
cepted the argument in 
court, and agreed to meet 
Manchester council's costs. 

Opponents of the plan - 
which had near universal med- 
ical backing - included Graham 
Stringer, the council leader, 
who was hoping to be adopted 
fas he has been) as prospective 
Labour candidate in Blackley, 
the constituency which houses 
Booth Hall 

Yesterday he said opposi- 
tion across all political parties 
in three local authorities to the 
Booth Hall closure "gave the 
tie” to suggestions that the par- 
liamentary nomination influ- 
enced his stand. The fault lay 
with the health authorities for 
getting procedures wrong and 
failing to justify their proposals. 

They may. however, now be 
revived. Yesterday’s report. - 
which follows the death of 10- 
year-old Nicholas Geldard, who 
died of a brain haemorrhage 
while being ferried between 
four hospitals in an attempt to 


find a vacant intensive care 
bed - makes clear they would 
not have saved the boy’s life. 

But the report slates bluntly 
that “the time for talk” over re- 
organising the services is “aver", 
that continuing uncertainly is 
hitting recruitment and morale, 
and that action to end- the pre- 
sent split of specialist children's 
services on different sites must 
be taken “as soon as possible”. 

However, Dr lan Greatorcx. 
chief executive of Salford 
Health Authority, said there re- 
mained “serious difficulties" in 
getting agreement on reorgan- 
ising services between three 
health commissions (authori- 
ties), 10 NHS trusts whose ser- 
vices could be affected, five 
community health councils and 
three local authorities. “We 
felt the solution we were seek- 
ing may not have been the best 
possible solution, but that it was 
the only feasible way at the time 
of improving the services." 

The saga - which began a 
decade ago, with the Booth Hall 


closure emerging as the 
favoured option last year - 

showed the difficulty of planning 
in the city, he said. Local op- 
position to loss of a service was 
understandable, he said, even 
though the change would im- 
prove services for aD children in 
the region, “ft is not easy to win 
the argument that a local hos- 
pital closure would be to the 
benefit of all children right 
across the region when local 
people still see it as a valued lo- 
cal hospital being taken away". 

With so many players in- 
volved, the division between 
purchasers and providers had 
not helped he added although 
agreement had been no easier 
to reach when reorganisation 
was first proposed in 1985 
before the NHS reforms. 

Despite yesterday's report, a 
solution may remain elusive. Mr 
Stringer said sons; reorganisation 
of services was needed but the 
council still rejected the idea of 
one “super hospital” for children 
or the closure of Booth Hall 


Leah’s liver 
sent abroad 
in bed crisis 


Patient gets 
triple-organ 
transplant 


GLENDA COOPER 

A leading transplant surgeon 
yesterday criticised the lade of 
intensive care beds in British 
hospitals after the shortage 
contributed to the liver of the 
ecstasy casualty Leah Betts 
being sent to Spain. 

Professor Sir Roy Caine, con- 
sultant surgeon at Adden- 
brooke's Hospital Cambridge, 
said what had happened was a 
“disaster" for British transplant 
patients -and highlighted the 
“very serious problems" hospi- 
tals faced because of a shortage 
of beds in intensive care units. 

Leah, 18,ofLatchmgdon,Es--- 
sex. died after taking ah ecsta- 
sy tablet at a party in November 
last year. Her parents allowed 
her heart, liver, lungs, corneas 
and kidneys to be donated. 

But when her liver was of- 
fered to all seven of Britain’s 
hospital liver transplant centres 
- the Royal Ree and King's Col- 
lege, both London.St James’s, 
Leeds, Newcastle Freeman, Ed- 
inburgh Royal Infirmary, 
Queen Elizabeth, Birmingham, 
and Addenbrooke's - none of 
them was able to accept iL 

Addenbrooke’swas unable to 
accept it because it had no in- 
rensHt; care beds for patients af- 
ter surgery and three hospitals. 
Si James's, King’s College and 
the Newcastle Freeman, had no 
suitable recipients for the liver. 
The remaining three would not 
comment but it is thought one 
was unable to accept the liver 
because of a bed shortage. 

Sir Roy’ w ho carried out 
Britain's • first liver transplant 
nearly 30 years ago, said: *Fbr- 
tunatelv in this case the liver was 



Sir -Roy Caine: - Attack on 
intensive care shortages 

used by someone in Spain . . . 
But it's a shame that it couldn't 
have been used by a British pa- 
tient. I have now had to turn 
down 29 livers in just ovct a year 
because of a shortage of ICU 
beds. In that time we have had 
11 patients die.” 

Dr Peter Wallace, president 
of the Intensive Care Society, 
which represents doctors work- 
ing in intensive care units, said 
it was an increasing problem. 

He said the problem “bad 
been dearly recognised" by 
surgeons and doctors across 
the United Kingdom for some 
time and a shortage of nurses 
trained to work in intensive care 
units had made matters worse. 

“I t hink intensive care has 
tended to get lost because it's 
only a small part of a hospital" 
added Dr Wallace, who is based 
in Dundee. He estimated 1,500 
intensive care beds were avail- 
able in Britain and said that 
should be increased to 2J200. 


LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor 

A cancer patient has undergone 
a pioneering multi-organ trans- 
plant at a hospital in Leeds, be- 
lieved to be the first of its kind 
in Europe. 

Haldene Butler, 23, of 
Omagh, Co Tyrone, Northern 
Ireland, received a. new liver, 
bowel, and pancreas, at St 
James’s Hospital in Leeds, just 
over a week ago. 

Mr Butler, who had devel- 
oped cancer in all three organs, 
is said to be making a “re- 
markable recovery" from the 
eight mid a half-hour operation 
.« Stephen Pollard, one of the 
surgeons who carried out the 
surgery, said last night: “The op- 
eration was less difficult than we 
anticipated and it went very well. 
There were.no problems while 
we were in surgery and we're de- 
lighted that Mr Butler has 
adapted well to his new organs.'' 

It is very unusual for a can- 
cer patient to undergo a trans- 
plan tbe cause of fears that the 
disease wffl have already spread 
throughout the body and the 
patient will die anyway. 

However, Mr Butler is suf- 
fering from a very rare tumour 
which had spread locally only 
into the liver, bowel and stom- 
ach wall from a primary site in 
the pancreas. “We were confi- 
dent that the disease had not 
spread any further, otherwise we 
would not have done it," Mr 
Pollard said. He has carried 
out liver transplants on 
other patients suffering from 
similar tumours and. the five- 
year survival rate is about 70 
percent 


Mr Butler is expected to be 
up and walking within the next 
few days, and could be dis- 
charged from hospital in about 
a month. His father, Walter, 
mother, Lila, and his fiancee. 
Julie Feather, have been by his 
bedside throughout the ordeal. 

His father said: “It was wor- 



option. 

When you’ve no choice, you just 
have to make the best of iL n 
Ms Feather added: “He'd 
waited so lone to be cured. He 
just wanted to live a normal life. 
Before the operation the rest of 
us were running round panick- 
ing, but he was wonderful " 
Mr Butler was referred to St 
James's from the Royal Victo- 
ria Hospital in Belfast. Within 
hours of an organ donor being 
found he was flying to Leeds for 
the operation. 

The majority of multi-organ 
transplants in the UK are heart 
and lung of which up to 50 a 
year are carried ouL 
There has been just one 
more complicated multi-organ 
transplant in the UK in which 
a patient also received a kidney 
and stomach, along with liver, 
bowel, and pancreas. 

American surgeons have pi- 
oneered the concept of multi- 
organ transplants, but have 
been beset with problems with 
rejection and infection which 
has hampered development of 
the programme. Laura Davies, 
who died aged five in 1993, is 
Britain's most famous multi- 
organ transplamee. She un- 
derwent two transplants in 15 
months at the Pittsburgh Chil- 
dren's Hospital in Pennsylvania. 


‘Get tough on firms that kill’ 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent-. 

Companies should be charged 
with a newly created offence of 
“corporate killing" ifiherr gross 
carelessness and incompetence 
results in death, under propos- 
als published yesterday by an 
influential law body. _ __ 

' The Law Commission s call 
follows a. series of disasters in 
which corporations were 
deeined to be seriously at fault. 


but were not successfully pros- 
ecuted. Examples given by the 
commission included tbe 1987 
Herald of Free Enterprise feny 
capsize in which 187. people 
died; the 1988 Piper Alpha oil 
platform explosion, which killed 
167; and the 19S8 Oaphara 
rail crash, which, killed 3 5^ 
The commission said firms 
convicted of “corporate killing" 
should be liable to an unlimit- 
ed fine and ordered to take 
action to ensure the accident is 


not repeated. The Home Office 
is to consider the report, In- 
voluntary Manslaughter. Labour 
said it would introduce the of- 
fence at the first opportunity. 

. The commission said the 
main reason for the lack of suc- 
cessful prosecutions against 
firms was that prosecutions for 
corporate manslaughter can for 
now be brought only where one 
person can be identified as the 
company's “controlling mind” 
and said 1 to have unlawfully 


caused the deaths. This has 
been extremely difficult. There 
have been only four prosecutions 
in Britain of a corporation for 
manslaughter and just one re- 
sulted in a conviction. Peter 
Kile and his company OLL Ltd 
were both found guilty of 
manslaughter in December 1994 
after the Lyme Bay canoeing 
tragedy in which four children 
died. Kite was jailed for three 
years and the firm fined £60,000. 

Another view, page 15 
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Jaguar unveils classic sports coupe 



Jaguar’s new XK8 sports 
COup6 (above), which is bei- 
rrtg haSed as the spiritual suc- 
cessor. to the E-type model, 
was unveiled at the Geneva 
Motor Show yesterday. 

Its predecessor was said 
to have stopped a generation 


In Its tracks when It was 
launched in the swinging 
Sixties. However, Jaguar ft as 
designed the new model, 
which will go on sale in Oc- 
tober with a £52,000 price 
tag, to replace the XJS. 
Photograph: Beatrix Starripfli/AP 
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Trouble stirring: Palm House staff may join the Kew pay protest Photograph: Fteter Macdiarmid 


Kew staff 
to down 
tools in 
protest 
over pay 

BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 


Something is stirring in the 
undergrowth at the Royal 
Botanical Gardens at Kew, in 
west London. A revolt is afoot 
on the issue of pay among the 
hewers of wood and drawers of 
water - in fact they arc highly 
qualified botanists' and horti- 
culturalistswho Lend more than 
60.000 species of plants. 

Normally a byword for 
placidity and dedication, the 
highly specialised gardeners 
are to abandon their 300 acres 
on Friday in protest at a basic 
pay offer of 0.9 per cent and the 
introduction of performance 
pay. It will be the first piece of 
industrial action at Kew since 
the gardens were established 
more than two centuries ago. 

Staff are angry because the 
proposed increase is “paltry", 
that it is more than seven 
months overdue and that it 
involves an allegedly dubious 
calculation of how each indi- 
vidual is measuring up to 
management demands. 

Paid Moloney, tbe regional 
organiser for the GMB gener- 
al union, said staff were partic- 
ularly concerned about tbe 
introduction of performance 
pay. adding: “How are they 
going to measure performance? 
The number of weeds they pull 
up? Or perhaps the growth 
rate of the plants for which ray 
members are responsible. I 
have had more intelligent con- 
versations with plants than with 
Kew management." 

Mr Moloney said most of the 
gardeners earn between £6,500 
and £11,000 a year and would 
receive an increase of around 
2.5 per cent, of which only 0.9 
per cent is guaranteed. “Most 
of them have been through 
further and higher education 
and see their jobs as a vocation. 
They don't want to jeopardise 
the health of the plants, but they 
have to live in tbe real world and 
they- are taking industrial action 
as a last resort." 

A management spokesman 
calculated that on average em- 
ployees would get an increase 
of 65 per cent and that pay var- 
ied between £&S31 and £15,432. 
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Blair lays claim to homeowners 
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JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

Tony Blair attempted to prescat 
Labour as the party of home 
ownership yesterday, calling 
the Tories “the hotnewreckcrs' 
party". But he found himself 
mocked for proposing policies 
already on offer from building 
societies. 

Mr Blair accused the Gov- 
ernment of “tearing up its 
contract" with homeowners by 
cutting mortgage tax relief, rais- 
ing I axes and adding io job 
insecurity. 

But Michael Heseltine. the 
deputy prime minister, deliv- 
ered a swashbuckling rebuke in 
the Commons to Labour's plan 
to deal with the problem of neg- 
ative equity, seizing on Mr 
Blair's suggestion that mongage 
lenders should offer loans of 
more than the value of houses 
so that borrowers with a good 
repayment record can move 
house. Waving a pile of build- 
ing society brochures, he de- 
clared: “They've all got the 
schemes. They are already 
there, doing it. The market has 
spoken. Tory government 
worts." 

Mr Blair had earlier told a 
Labour housing conference in 
London: “I fully understand the 
very human aspiration to own 
your own home." And he said 
he was "the first to acknowledge 
the successes of the Right to 
Buy", the Tory policy of offer- 
ing discounts to council tenants 
which was bitterly opposed by 
Labour in the early ISiSOs. 

Presenting new Labour as the 
party to “restore the shattered 
confidence of homeowners and 
those who want to buy", he set 



Dumber of dwellings privately rented 
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out a series of measures to get 
the housing market moving 
attain. 

A More "lifestyle" mortgages, 
to suit self-employed or contract 
workers, which allow people to 
postpone repayments during 
temporary loss of income. 

B More mortgages for more 
than 100 percent of valuations 
to help those suffering negative 
equity to move. 

■ A "staircase” between own- 
ing and renting to allow people 


to move from one to another ac- 
cording to their circumstances. 

■ League tables of commission 
and fees charged by mortgage 
lenders. 

■ The selling of mortgages to 
be subject to" the requirement 
to give best advice as now ap- 
plies to pensions under the Fi- 
nancial Services Act. 

■ Leaseholders to get a "right 
to manage" their properties if 
rogue landlords failed to do so. 
^Bringing in “commonhold" 


as a new form of tenure for 
collective ownership of flats. 

The last two measures com- 
mand cross-party support. The 
"right to manage" is in the 
Housing Bill at present going 
through Parliament, but com- 
monhold has been waiting for 
parliamentary time for some 
years. 

Diana Maddock. Liberal De- 
mocrat MP for Christchurch, at- 
tacked Mr Blair's speech: “Yet 
again all we are seeing a bland 


wish list, more warm words 
and waffle - Labour would rely 
on goodwill from lenders to 
solve all the problems." The 
Liberal Democrats demand the 
restoration of social security 
help with mortgage payments 
for the unemployed - taken 
away by the Government last 
year. 

Meanwhile, Mr Blair backed 
up his attack on the Govern- 
ment’s housing record with a 
visit to a south London couple 


caught in the negative equity 
trap. Dani Johnston- Jones, 40, 
bought her Camberwell studio 
fiat on a 100 percent mortgage 
for £63,000 in 1990 - but the 
best figure an estate agent can 
now offer her is £31,000. 

Mr Blair said: “Of course we 
cannot wave a magic wand and 
say everything will be all right 
but at least we can make a start 
and help people in extreme 
difficulties." 

Leading article, page 14 


Tory centre ground fights back 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Political Correspondent 

Centre-ground Tories moved to 
rebuild their fortunes yesterday 
with the first of a series of 
papers aimed at stemming the 
Conservative Parly's drift to 
the right. 

The essays, written by mem- 
bers of the Macleod Group of 
“One Nation" Tories, came de- 
spite the efforts of Conservative 
Central Office to block publi- 
cation of what could be taken 
to be an alternative left-of- 
centre “manifesto". 

The most provocative con- 


tribution so far comes from 
Quentin Davies, the MP for 
Stamford and Spalding, in a 
paper published via the Con- 
servative Group for Europe 
praising the benefits of a single 
currency. 

Two other papers published 
through the Tory Reform 
Group - on education, by Mal- 
colm Thornton MP and indus- 
trial policy, by Patrick 
Thompson - are less contro- 
versial in themselves. But the ex- 
ercise as a whole is intended to 
be a key part of a campaign for 
the Tories to be the party of 
moderate policies, appealing 


to the middle ground of British 
politics. 

Mr Davies declares in his pa- 
per that the “prospective at- 
tractions of a single currency are 
momentous. We would willing- 
ly have paid a high price indeed 
for shelter from the currency 
crises which have beset us 
intermittently, and very de- 
structively, over the past 30 
years when we were experienc- 
ing them - though memories are 
short." 

But all the benefits, sub- 
stantia] though they were, were 
"almost eclipsed by the stabil- 
ity and cost-of-capital attrac- 


tions of a single currency” Mr 
Davies insisted yesterday that 
interest rates would be lower if 
the pound were part of the sin- 
gle currency. “As a result the av- 
erage household would be £10 
a week better off." 

The MP argues in the paper 
that international financial mar- 
kets remained fearful of the ten- 
dency to devalue, so real 
interest rates had to be higher. 
“The cost to the taxpayer of the 
risk premium demanded by the 
markets is . . . of the order of 
£5.7bn per annum, or three to 
four pence on the standard 
rate of income tax.” 


Labour MPs defy 
Sinn Fein ban 
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Direct lifeline is - 
thrown to savers 
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Time to bail out from 
the banks 

and building societies. 
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Direct Une 

Instant Access Account 

4.60% 
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5.00% 

5.60% 

5.80% 

6.00% 

Woolwich Premier 90 
(90 Day Notice) 

N/A 

N/A 

3.50% 

4.15% 

4.15% 

5.00% 

Abbey National Investment 
Account (90 Day Notice) 

3.20% 

3.20% 

3.40% 

4.10% 

4.10% 

4.65% 

Halifax Solid Gold 
(90 Day Notice) 

3.30% 
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All rates are gross* and correct at 4/3/96 


Why choose between instant access and high interest 
when you can have both? In fact our new savings plan has rates 
so high they even beat the SKI day notice accounts shown above. 
Haven't saved up enough to get the rate you want? Why not 
pool your savings with up to five other people and you’H 
alt benefit from the rate the combined balance offers even 
though you run your accounts separately. So if you want a 
better return on your savings, call one of our hotlines below. 



0181 667 1121 


0161 833 1121 
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trade marks of Direct Une Insurance pic and used with the permtsston of Direct Line Insurance pic. for your added security; *0 telephone 
eafls wBI be recorded and the recording kept secure. Wa may also monitor telephone cafh with the aim of improving ear service to you. 


COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

A group of Labour MPs last 
night met Mitchell McLough- 
lin. a leading member of Sinn 
Fein, in a breach of the cross- 
party ban on contacts with Sinn 
Fein following the London 
Docklands bombing. 

The MPs, who included 
prominent left-wingers, used 
the meeting at Westminster to 
demand are turn to the ceasefire. 

“The worrying thing is that 
Mitchell McLoughlin told us he 
was unable to deliver a cease- 
fire. We told him to go back to 
the IRA and tell them that it was 
the only way forward," a Labour 
MP who was at the meeting 
said. The MPs, members of 
the backbench Northern Ireland 
committee, meeting unofficial- 
ly, warned Mr McLoughlin that 
unless the ceasefire was re- 
stored, Sinn Fein would get no 
support from Labour for its 
demands for a place at the 
negotiating table, and would be 
isolated in Ulster. 

British and Irish ministers 
have refused to meet Sinn Fein 
since the resumption of the 
IRA bombing campaign. They 
refused to meet a delegation 
from Sinn Fein in Belfast on 
Monday at the start of the 


“pro xi mity" talks in StormonL 
It was unclear whether Mr 
McLoughlin was meeting offi- 
cials in London. Contacts with 
officials of the London and 
Dublin governments have been 
maintained. 

Ministers believe the move by 
Gerry Adams, the Sinn Fein 
president, to meet ministers 
on Monday was a public rela- 
tions exercise, designed to win 
sympathy in the United States, 
which he wifi be visiting for the 
St Patrick's Day celebrations. 

Senior ministers are pes- 
simistic about the chances of the 
ceasefire being restored. They 
are planning to improve intel- 
ligence on the IRA in Ireland, 
which failed the Government 
when the bomb was planted at 
Docklands. But Mr McLough- 
lin told the MPs be, too, was 
unaware that the bomb was go- 
ing to beplanted and the cease- 
fire ended by the IRA. 

Ministers believe the IRA is 
back in the hands of the hard- 
line terrorists, and that Mr 
Adams has lost his influence 
over the gunmen. 

The two governments have 
set 10 June as the deadline for 
all-party talks following elec- 
tions. Sinn Fein will be exclud- 
ed from the negotiations, unless 
the ceasefire is restored. 
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How to save money on 
flights, hotels and cruises 


Getting upgraded either from 
Economy to Busines Class or 
from Business to First Class, is 
a lot easier when you know 
how. And that is justone of the 
many tips, advice notes and 
useful pointers contained in a 
new book. The Complete Hand- 
book of Travel Tips. You will 
also learn: 

•Why it can pay you hand- 
somely to buy your ticket 
through an overseas agent 

• How and where to get reduc- 
tion of 309b on cruise holidays 

• Two words to use when 
booking a hotel room if your 
stay includes all or part of a 
weekend - most hotels will 
give you as much as 50'S- 
reduction 

• How to save up to 40% on 
Fust or Business Gass 

• Where to find cargo ships 
with a few comfortable cab- 
ins at bargain prices 

• Why you should always pay 
for your travel with a credit 
card - it can save you money 
Hidden pleasures off the 
beaten track 

And much, much more. 


Get all the tips - 833 in all. You 
can order direct from the pub- 
lisher and save. To order your 
copy of The Complete Hand- 
book of Travel Tips send your 
name, address and book title 
with payment (cheque or Visa/ 
Access with expiry date) of 
£9.95 which includes postage 
and handling to Camel! pic. 
Dept TT2 , Alresford, nr. 
Colchester. Essex C07 SAP, or 
telephone their 24 hour order 
line on 0 1206 825600 (quoting 
ref. TT2 ). Allow up to 
14days for delivery. You may 
return the book any time with- 
in three months for a full 
refund if not satisfied. 

Special Bonus Offer 
Order now within 7 days and 
receive a FREE copy of Travel 
Free which shows you how 
anyone can travel anywhere 
FREE or for a fraction of the 
advertised fare, using ways 
only known to a few people 
outside the travel industry. 
But you must place your 
order within 7 days to qualify 
for this special gflg 
bonus offer. 



up m 
of fish fiasco 

□ Eurosceptics seize on Spanish ruling 

□ 'Crown jewels 1 of sport prized for TV 


T he foul smell of a fish fi- 
asco enveloped Michael 
Heseltine at Question 
Time yesterday as Tbiy Euro- 
sceptks reacted with predictable 
ai the decision of the Eu- 
ropean Court of Justice in' 
favour of Spanish fishermen. 

With the Scott report fading 
in MPs' minds, Mr Heseltine 
could reasonably have expect- 
ed an easy time, deputising for 
the absent Prime Minister. But 
once again the treatment of the 
fishing industry by European in- 
stitutions has galvanised the 
sceptics. 

According to Tony Marlow. 
Conservative MP for 
Northampton North, the court’s 
go-ahead to Spanish fisherman 
to claim millions in compensa- 
tion for being banned from 
UK waters was an assault on 
British sovereignty. 

The Tory John Wilkinson 
(Ruislip-Northwood) asked the 
Deputy Prime Minister to re- 
assure his constituents about the 
“grave consequences” of the 
European Court' retroactive 
decision". He urged Mr Hesel- 
tine to endorse comments by the 

fisheries minister Tony Baldry 
that “the quota-hoppers have to 
go" and that the Government 
would raise the issue at the In- 
tergovernmental conference 
[IGCJ. 

“It is obviously a derision 
which we regret and one which 
we shall certainly take up in the 
context of the IGC. We believe 
that there have to be changes," 
Mr Heseltine replied. 

He gave much the same un- 
specific answer to another scep- 
tic, Nicholas Budgen, who 
asked if the Government’s pro- 
posals to the IGC were accept- - 
ed by other EU members, 
would they give protection 
against judgements of the 
Spanish fishermen type. 

Despite a warning that half 
a million Toiy votes could be 
lost, the Government yesterday- 


set its face against a ernsi- 
party move to ensure the high- 
lights of all sporting events re- 
main universally available to 
viewers and listeners. 

The former Labour sports 
minis ter Lord HfrwcH wanted to 
. add a new clause to the Broad- 
casting Bill to end live coverage 
deals which prevent highligh ts 
been shown on other channels. 
A classic example was Monday 
night's c lash between Newcas- 
tle United and Manchester 
United; shown exclusively on 
Sky Sports'. . . 

The Government has ajreadv 
bowed to pressure to guarantee 

Inside 
Pariiament 

ftp Stephen 
^ ; Goodwin 

that the sporting “crown jewels" 
- eight “listed” events including 
the FA Cup. Olympics and 
England Test matches - re- 
main on regular television. 

But Lord Howell told t be 
House, as the Bill was consid- 
ered on report, that unless ac- 
tion is taken, to protect the 
rights of the public, events such 
as the Ryder Cup. the Open 
Golf Championship, Chel- 
tenham Gold Cup, Royal Ascot 
and the Five Nations' rugby 
tournament could disappear 
from the TV sets of millions of 
homes. 

Dire political consequences 
were seen by the Conservative 
Eari of Harrowby. who warned 
ministers; “I can think of no bet- 
ter way of losing for my party 
500,000 votes at the next elec- 
tion than by denying the general 
public the opportunity to watch 
not the finals of Wimbledon but 
the whole of Wimbledon." 


Ministers retreat 
over asylum costs 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

The Government yesterday 
promised local authorities mil- 
lions of pounds in compensation 
to meet legal obligations to 
ylura seekers which councils 
31 continue to face despite 
ministers' moves to cut back on 
their beaefils. 

Conservative-controlled West- 
minster council and Hammer- 
smith and Fulham dropped a 
High Court action challenging 
the regulations when the 
environment and social securi- 
ty departments confirmed they 
will meet SO per cent of any un- 
avoidable extra costs they face. 

The move puts a dent into die 
£200m savings that Pater Lflley, 
Secretary of State for Social Se- 
curity, has said will be made by 
requiring asylum seekers to 
make their claim as they enter 
the counter, and not later, and 
withdrawing benefits while 
they appeal against an initial 
refusal of asylum. 


However, councils will retain 
a duty to house people under 
homelessness legislation until at 
least the summer when the 
Asylum and Immigration Sill is 
expected to become law, and a 
continuing duly beyond that to 
the children of asylum seekers 
under the Children’s Act. 

Westminster has estimated 
“conservatively" that its costs 
could be £10m. with Hammer- 
smith and Fulham predicting its 
costs over the next 1 2 months 
would be £4m, with other 
councils also affected. 

The derision was hailed as “a 
victory” by Jain Coleman, 
leader of Hammersmith and 
Fulham, who said it “makes a 
nonsense of the benefit 
changes. The Government said 
it wanted to reduce the burden 
on taxpayers by cutting benefits 
to asylum seekers. It now admits 
that one way or another a sig- 
nificant part of these costs have 
to be met and they couldn’t get 
away with simply passing them 
on to local authorities." 
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•Good looking billionaire, 25, 

tall, own jet, nice hands, homes 
around the world, loves yachting, 
cooking and quiet nights in, hates 
football, seeks girl next door to love, 
Cherish and shamelessly pamper. 
PO Box 638, LONDON, EC 2 A 1QB. 
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Bethlehem 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Bethlehem 

As Israel ordered all Palestini- 
ans on the Wesl Bank to stay in 
their towns and villages yester- 
day. 1.000 people attended a 
peace rally in Manger Square in 
Bethlehem. It was billed as a roi- 
ly of school teachers and pupils 
to show their rejection of the 
suicide bombers of Hamas and 
support tor peace with Israel. 

It did nol quite work out that 
way. Father Erondo Vacua, an 
Italian priest who is principal of 
the St Jean Bosco technical 
school in Bethlehem, said: 
“Half of our 1US pupils would 
not come because they are pro- 
Hamas. You cannot change 
their minds. They say they [the 
bombers) were martyrs.” 

Even among the teenage 
buys at the rally, organised by 
the Palestinian "Ministry of Ed- 
ucation. some refused 10 con- 
demn the suicide attacks. 
Ibrahim. 17. said: “From the hu- 
man side I am very sorry to see 
the young people killed in Tel 
Aviv, but politically I support 
Hamas because the" Israelis did 
the same thing to us." 

His friends nodded assent as 
Ibrahim outlined what was 
wrong with the Oslo peace 
agreement. “It is a peace with- 
out rights." he said. “We don't 
have "all our land, we don't 


have control of water and elec- 
tricity. our towns are sealed off 
from’ Israel and workers in 
Gaza can't feed their families." 

Ibrahim noted the disadvan- 
tages. “Now all the world will 
think the Palestinians are ter- 
rorists. Everybody will defend 
the Israelis." But he thought the 
assassination of Yahyah Awash, 
the chief Hamas bomb maker, 
in January showed “the Israelis 
wanted revenge". 

Bethlehem is a moderate 
town with a population which 
is 40 percent Christian. Israeli 
soldiers evacuated the police 
station just before Christmas 
and it is now occupied by affa- 
ble Palestinian policemen. “You 
can sec that people support 
peace." said Jamil Hijiuin. an 
English teacher. “Three-quar- 
ters of people here voted for it 
in our election in January.” 

This may be true. For young 
men like Ibrahim, however. 
Oslo is a peace without glam- 
our which accepted the reality 
of Palestinian defeat in J44S. Its 
great advantage to Palestinians 
was that it removed the Israeli 
occupation and made their lives 
much easier. But since the lei 
Aviv bombing benefits of the 
Oslo accords are being thrown 
into reverse. The “iron fist” pol- 
icy with which Israel tried to 
combat the Palestinian intifada 
rebellion after 19S7 is returning. 


Jerusalem is scaled off to 
Palestinians. Movement on the 
roads between the autonomous 
areas has been stopped. Shops 
are closed on the main road 
south to Hebron, which is now 
unlikely to be evacuated. The 
homes of two bombers are 
scheduled for demolition at 
al-Fawwar refugee camp. 

Ami YahaJcn. the head of 
Shin BeL the Israeli intelli- 
gence service, and now heading 
an inter-agency task force de- 
signed to hum the bombers, says 
that there are hundreds of 
Palestinian youth “waiting in 
line" to commit suicide attacks. 
He told the Knesset that in al- 
Fawwar, with a population of 
6.1100. Israel had ibund 50 to 40 
youths between 15 and 20 who 
had declared their willingness 
to cany out a suicide attack. He 
said bombers were mainly re- 
cruited from those studying Is- 
lam in mosques and seminaries. 

“Hamas is an idea, nol an or- 
ganisation." said Mr Ayalon. 
“And (hat is a difficult dilemma 
with which Arafat will have to 
deal." He said that as long as the 
preaching in praise of martyrs 
continues it will he easy for 
Hamas to find recruits. Israel is 
therefore insisting that the 
whole Hamas infrastructure - 
providing the ideological basis 
for the bombing campaign - has 
to be eliminated by Mr Arafat. 




Crisis in the Middle East: Teenagers reveal intense support for Hamas as Israelis prepare crackdown on two terrorist "fronts 
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Hunger for war amid rubble of Dizengoff Street 


STEPHANIE NOLEN 

Tel Aviv 

At the site of Monday's bomb- 
ing in Tel Aviv which killed 12 
people, nobody wanted (o talk 
about peace. 

Several hundred angry pro- 
testers stood by the heap of left- 
over metal and broken glass, 
carrying signs saying “No Peace. 
We 'Want War ", and jeering at 
any mention of the Israeli Prime 
Minister. Shimon Peres. 


In the crowd of onlookers, 
many of whom identified them- 
selves as left-wing and once in 
favour of the peace process, 
were saving they would vote for 
the right-wing 'Likud party in 
elections slated for 29 May. For- 
mer Likud supporters wanted 
an alternative further to the 
right. “Nobody has a solution 
for a problem like this, but I will 
vote right-wing this time." said 
Haim Metz, standing in the rub- 
ble of his sandwich shop, a few 


metres from the site of the 
blast. “It may not be the best 
thing for Israelis, but it will be 
the best thing for our enemies. 
If we elect Likud, it will . . . show 
that we can be more extreme." 

Mr Metz said he believed this, 
attack would be the end of the 
peace process. “Tel Aviv is the 
heart of Israel, and right here. 
Dizengoff Street is the heart of 
the city. And they've done it 
here, twice, in the past year and 
a half." In October 1994, a 


Hamas suicide bomber killed 
22, a few hundred metres from 
Mr Metz's store. “The people 
are angry." he said. “They don't 
waul peace." 

Mr Metz said he wasn't sure 
what the government could 
have done to stop the attack, but 
many of his fellow onlookers 
had theories. “They should kill 
the whole family of this bomber, 
and the next one will be afraid 
to do it," said Arel Triska, who 
owns a bridal boutique in the 


Dizengoffcentre. Mr Triska, 55, 
said be used to support the 
peace process but after the re- 
cent Hamas attacks, he would 
vote “further right than Likud". 

Katti West, who is originally 
from London and has lived in 
Israel for 12 years, said she be- 
lieved the government should 
go into the West Bank and 
“kill a few thousand Palestini- 
ans like King Hussein of Jordan 
did. If they'd done it years ago, 
nothing would ever have hap- 


pened". Ms West, 30, says she'll 
vote LikutL 

Across the street in the 
wreckage of the pharmacy she 
manages, Sharona Ben Yehuda 
was a lone voice in favour of the 
continuation of the peace 
process with the PLO, “We're 
Israeli, we’ve lived through this 
so many times before." she 
said. “It's awful to say we're used 
to it but it's true.” Mis Ben Yehu- 
da, 46, worries about her chil- 
dren. Still, she said, she will vote 
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Media fear Arafat and 
Peres will Ml together 


ADEL DARWISH 

The reaction in the Arab 
media mirrored the scene of the 
Tel Aviv explosion: confusion 
and shattered ideas among 
those who bad thought they 
knew where they stood. 

Editorials indicated that the 
Islamic movement Hamas 
would prefer to engage in a 
“dance of death" with a hard- 
line Likud government, rather 
than risk diminishing its influ- 
ence by making a peace-deal 
with the Palestinian leader. 
Yasser Arafat, and the Israeli 
Prime Minister. Shimon Peres. 

The consensus among the 
leader-writers is that the fates 
of Mr Arafat and Mr Peres are 
linked. If Mr Peres is defeated 
in the coming Israeli election in 
May, so several papers argued, 
Mr Arafat will go down with 
him. 

Many also blamed Israel for 
escalating the violence and 
some, especially the London- 
based Arabic papers, accused 
Israel of creating the Islamic 
resistance in the first place. 

Arab Nationalists and left- 
wing writers who in the past 
rejoiced when disasters had 
befallen the Jewish state, found 
it hard to applaud Hamas. They 
are themselves on the receiving 
end of the Islamists' terror. 

"Hamas's bombs are the 
most serious threat to peace 
since the search for peace 
began over two decades ago," 
wrote a columnist in the semi- 
official Cairo daily .41- Akram. 
a paper which has’ never in the 
past been sympathetic to Israel. 


Meanwhile, the goverament- 
controlled Egyptian television 
news bulletins condemned the 
bombing, saying ‘‘such actions 
cannot be tolerated. The second 
item was the arrest of 41 Mus- 
lim leaders and “smashing their 
cells". 



Arafat: Under attack from 
Hamas and Israel 

However, leaders of the out- 
lawed Muslim Brothers warned 
Mr Arafat against “the temp- 
tation to fallow the wishes of the 
Jews and fighc the Islamic 
groups, especially Hamas." 
according to the Saudi news- 
paper .isharq al-Awsal, which 
quoted Mustafa Mashhoor. the 
leader of the Brothers. He said: 
“Hamas is not a terrorist or- 
ganisation. but a nationalist 
movement whose offer of a 
truce was rejected by Israel be- 
cause Israel wants instability." 

Mr Arafat, whose dilemma 
generated many sympathetic 
editorials, “as he 'is kicked by the 
two sides [Hamas and Israel]” 


is also warned against being 
seen as “Israel's gendarme", by 
Jihad el-Khazen, the respected 
editor of the pro-Saudi Al- 
ffayai. “Arafat, who lost a great 
deal through no fault of his own, 
could cut further losses by not 
giving in to Israel’s demands." 

Mr el-Khazen reminded 
Israel, “which has a powerful 
army and a daring intelligence 
service", not to burden the 
Palestinian leadership with “its 
own failure in dealing with 
Hamas, instead of admitting 
that it reaps what its war against 
Hamas has sown”.] 

An editorial in an Egyptian 
radio service expressed a con- 
cern that Israel's promise to 
bunt down Hamas supporters 
“everywhere” could send the 
“cycle of violence, retaliation 
and counter-retaliation spin- 
ning across borders in the 
region." 

An editorial in the London-, 
based pro- Arafat Ai-quds, was 
rather pessimistic, as it drew 
parallels with the attempt on the 
life of the Israeli ambassador, 
Moshe Argciv, outside the 
Dorchester Hotel, in London, 
in 1982, which triggered the Is- 
raeli invasion of Lebanon and 
the subsequent exile of the 
PLO in Tunisia. 

“Hopefully”, the editor 
wrote, “Mr Peres still remem- 
bers the disaster that followed 
[the former Israeli prime min- 
ister] Menachem Begufs dis- 
astrous folly. . . The invasion did 
not end attacks from Lebanon 
against Israel, but instead 
ignited the intifada, which bled 
Israel for four years." 


Mourners at the funeral of Inbar Atia, who was killed in Monday’s bus bombing in Tel Aviv Photograph: Nati Hamik/AP 


for Mr Peres. Behind Ms Ben 
Yehuda was her son, Oded, 18. 
He spent several frightened 
hours after the blast on Mon- 
day. unable to get to the phar- 
macy through the police 
barricades, and not knowing if 
she was safe. “It was really 
scary, just so scary," he said, 
keeping his eyes trained on his 
mother as she picked her way 
through the rubble. . 

Yesterday he was staying 
right by her side. 


ROBERT FISK 

Amman ■ - . 

Four Israeli fighter-bombers 
circled ominously over Beirut 
yesterday evening as Lebanon' 
waited^ to discover if Israel 
would retaliate for one of the 
most devastating attacks in 
many month&cm its occupation 
troops in the south of the coun- 
try. Although overshadowed by 
the latest smeide bombing mid 
Aviv, the carefully laid double 
ambush - mounted by. a joint 
HizboUah-Palestinian guerrilla 
unit - left at least four Israelis 
dead, one of them a colonel, and 
wounded nine. 

Israeli military helicopters 
were flying across the JuUj north 
at the Lebanese border .last 
night, only a few miles from the 
scene of the attacks, which set 
off a fire fight lasing several . 
hours and left two Palestinians 
dead. .. ... .. . 

The ambush began along the 
electrified frontier wire sepa- 
rating tbc two countries when a 
threerman Palestinian squad - 
later identified as. members of 
the “Islamic Palestinian Revo- 
lutionary Army” - opened fire 
with rifles on a civilian car con- 
taining Israeli sokfiers who were 
driving towards the bonier from 

Israel- 

One of the soldiers was killed 
instantly and another was. 
wounded before dozens of Is- 
raeli troops poured across the 
border to search for the at- 
tackers with the aid of heli- 
copters. Only a few hours later, 
the Israeli searchers were ap- 
proaching the Lebanese vil- 
lage of Houle in armoured 
vehicles when HizboUah militia- 
men set off a massive roadside 
bomb which, blasted open one 
of the- armoured carriers and 
killed three of the soldiers in- 
side. In the aftermath, Israeli 
troops fired hundreds of illu- 
mination flares, one of which 
fell into a Lebanese home, 
wounding six civilians- three of 
them children. 

It was the second recorded in- 
stance of collaboration between 
HizboUah and a Palestinian 
Islamist group in southern 


Lebanon. The latter movement 

- which local security authori- 
ties believe is trained by 
HizboUah members - was also 
responsible for the flight of a 
tiny single-seater aircraft over 
Israeli-occupied southern 
Lebanon two weeks ago, a jour- 
ney which came: to a sodden end 
when it was shot down by Israeli 
anti-aircraft fire. Lebanese 
troops seized two identical 
German-made wooden aircraft 
in the Lebanese Bekaa Valley 
in January, both in a building 
controlled by the leftist Popu- 
lar Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine-General Command. 

There may therefore be suf- 
ficient linkage between Pales- 
tinian Islamists and HizboUah 
to tempt the Israelis to spread 
any retaliation for-the Hamas 
suicide bombings into Lebanon 

- even though Hamas was no 

more involved in the double at- 
tacks here than. HizboUah was 
in the Israeli bombings. Which 
is why the four jets'.' ^ curding 
Beirut last night troubled all 
who saw them. • 



Tehran hails 4 


A Palestinian in Sidon oh ; 
watch for Israeli attacks . 
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SAFA HAERJ 

Iran said that as a result of the 
suicide bombings in Israel, “the 
peace process will one way or 
another come to a halt, for the 
Islamic revolutionaries seek- 
ing martyrdom will accept noth- 
ing less than the complete 
freedom of their homeland 
from Zionist occupation". 

State-run Tehran radio said 
that new measures by the 
“Zionist occupiers, and which 
include torture, destroying 
houses, raids on worshippers, 
brutal repression of tbc [Pales- 


tinian] freedom fighters, wQl not 
only yield no result, but rather 
foster and strengthen their fight 
against the occupation forces". 

In their reporting of the at- 
tacks in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. 
Iranian media refer to the vic- 
tims as “Zionist soldiers". 

No reference is made to the 
fact that the bombings took 
place in buses or public places, 
killing innocent people. 

In Damascus last week, Iran- 
ian officials met leaders of or- 
ganisations rejecting the peace 
process, expressing their satis- 
faction at past operations and 


assuring them of “all kind of 

support” for coming ones. 
Those present at the meeting 

included Hussein Sbaik- 
holeslam. formerly a deputy 
foreign minister but whose real 
responsibility as a top intelli- 
gencer officer at the information 
(intelligence} ministry i$ to co- 
ordinate the activities of all 
the so-called Islamic liberation 
fronts, particularly those in the 
Middle East targeting Israel and 
the United States. . 

The role played by Syria re- 
mains mysterious. On one 
hand, Damascus continues 


peace talks with Israel in the 
United States. 

_ But at the same time it fa- 
cilitates the controversial meet- 
ing between Tehran and Arab 
organisations opposed to the 
peace process. 

“Despite the collaboration 
between Arafat and the Zion- 
ist regime, the recent operations 
in occupied Palestine will not 
only lead to the collapse of the 
peace talks imposed by , the 
United States and Israel blit wflJ 
place the opponents in a much . 
better position to slop the. 
process,” Tehran radio said. 
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China targets aim near Taiwan 


V 

international ^ : 


IN BRIEF 


Colonel convicted of Berlin Wall murder 


TERESA POOLE 

Peking '• 


'I&iwafl's Defence Ministry yes: 
terday accused China of en- 
gaging in a “war of nerves” but 
■said it wotiJd react with re- 


straint when Peking starts mis- 
sfle tests on Friday. The missiles 


wpi be aimed at target zones 
close to Tkrwarr’s coast, and are 
designed to mfimidate Taiwan’s 
voters before the island's first 
democratic presidential elec- 
tions later this month. 

The target areas are far closer 
to Taiwan than those used by 


Quna last year, and the tests will 
be more disruptive. The week 
of exercises will interfere with 
shipping and air corridors, and 
create a partial blockade of 
Taiwan's two main pons, 
Keelung and Kaohsiung. Ac- 
cording to the official Xinhua 
news agency, the ground-to- 
ground “missile launching train- 
ings” will be concentrated in two 
2ones.-One extends to within 30 
miles west of the island at the 
southern end of the Taiwan 
Strait; the other, off the island’s 
north-east, comes as close as 20 
miles. - 


The Taiwan Prime Minister. 
Lien Chan, demanded that 
China stop its “provocative” 
behaviour and said the mainland 
i would have to lake “full re- 
sponsibility” for the conse- 
quences. Most worrying to 
analysts is the possibility that a 
stray missile could land inside 
Thiwan territory and spark re- 
taliation by Taipei. During ex- 
ercises last year, some missiles 
landed well off-tai^cc A Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokesman de- 
fended the tests as “norma]" and 
added: “1 do not think there will 
be an inaccuracy of landing 


the missiles.” China is not ex- 
pected to use live warheads. 

A Taiwan Defence Ministry 
statement said its troops were 
on high alert and would counter 
any threat. But it added: “If 
Communist China uses a provo- 
cation as an excuse to start a 
war, our . . . troops will react 
with rational and self-controlled 
behaviour." Taiwan's stock mar- 
ket fell 1-3 per cent yesterday. 

The People’s Liberation 
Army has massed tens of thou- 
sands of troops in south-east Fu- 
jian province in preparation for 
the exercises. The manoeuvres 


are designed to sway voter*, 
away from President Lee Teng- 
hui, who is expected to win the 
Taiwan presidential election on 
23 March. Since his visi; List 
June to the United Stales. Mr 
Lee has been lambasted by the 
mainland government for al- 
legedly promoting Tuiwun in- 
dependence. a charge he denies. 

In his address yesterday to the 
opening of this year's annual 
National People’s Congress, 
the Prime Minister. Li Peng, de- 
clared China's “determination 
and ability to safeguard state 
sovereignty and territorial in- 


tegrity ... No attempt to split 
the motherland will succeed". 
Mr Li said that China was in 
favour of “peaceful reunifica- 
tion" w ith Taiwan, but reiterat- 
ed that Peking would not 
renounce the use of force. 

Hardline generals are deter- 
mined to spell out to Taiwan 
what would be at stake were it 
to move towards independence. 
The military top brass have a de- 
cisive influence on foreign pol- 
icy as China's leaders jostle for 
position ahead oi the death of 
the ailing paramount leader. 91- 
year-old Deng Xiaoping. 


Li Peng predicts growth will slow to 8% 


TERESA POOLE 

Peking 


Political and social stability was 
“the basic prerequisite” for re- 
form and development, China's 
Prime Minister, U Peng, told 
the opening of the annual meet- 
ing of parliament yesterday. 

Outlining the Communist 
Party’s national plan for the next 
five years, he admitted there 
were still “many problems and 
difficulties ahead" and called for 
renewed efforts against crime, 
corruption, “huge" regional 
wealth disparities, and the 
shrinkage in agricultural land. 

In line with recent edicts 
from President Jiang Zemin 
that caches should "talk politics”, 
Mr Li told the 2,793 delegates 
to the National People’s Con- 
gress (NPCj that China most 
"resist the corrosion of decadent 
capitalist and feudal ideas”. 
Governments at all levels should 
“attach equal importance to 
economic development and the 
development of socialist culture 
and ideology”. 

China's target of quadrupling 
the 1980 gross national product 
had been achieved in 1995, five 
years ahead of schedule, said the 
Prime Minister. Bnt calls for 
“vigorous education” in patri- 
otism. collectivism and social- 
ism were overshadowed by bis 
blunt assessment of the chal- 
lenges of the 21st century. 

Diplomats said Mr’ Li’s 
speech offered little in the way 
of new initial bus for an era 
which is likely to see the death 
of the architect of China's re- 
form process, the 91-year-old 
Deng Xiaoping. Caution and 
stability' appeared to be the- 
Prime Minister's watchwords. 
The target for average annual 
economic growth for the next 



Berlin — In a precedent-selling decision. Germany's highest crim- 
inal court convicted a former East German colonel of manslaugh- 
ter in a shooting death at the Berlin Wall during the Cold War. 
ruling lhal officers must be held personally responsible for their 

orders. The Federal Court of Justice ruled that officers who is- 
sue an order to shoot must be held responsible for any resulting 
deaths. They will be judged the same as the perpetrator, noi mere- 
ly as the instigator, the court said. .AP 

Catalan party fails to back Aznar 

Madrid — Spain's Catalan par- 
ty. whose backing is vital if the 
election-winning conservative 
Popular Party l PP) is to fonn a 
government, showed few signs 
of being willing to come to its 
aid. The Catalan Convergence 
i Llnio coalition said the parly 
executive was sucking to a de- 
cision not to vote for PP leader 
Jose Maria Aznar (right J when 
he asks parliament to invest him 
as prime minister. Reuter 

Benin election heads for second round 

Cotonou — Former Marxist military leader Mathieu Kerekou and 
President Nicephore Soglo. the ex- World Bank economist who 
supplanted him in 1991, headed for a second round showdown 
in Benin's second multi-party presidential poll. With official re- 
sults from Sunday’s vote filtering out sJowlv. Mr Kerekou was 
leading Mr Soglo. Reuter 

Sniper Alley horror captured on film 



City life: Migrant workers watch soldiers in Tiananmen Square, Peking, before yesterday's opening of the annual meeting of parliament Photograph: AP 


five years is 8 per cent, com- 
pared with the double-digit 
growth of the past three years. 


Beating inflation is the pri- 
ority; with the retail prices tar- 


get for 1996 set at 10 per cent, 
a further sharp drop from 14.8 
per cent last year and 21.7 per 
cent in 1994. The Chinese gov- 
ernment will continue to impose 


“appropriately tight financial 
and monetary policies”, said Mr 
Li. 

Crimeis a "hot topic” among 
delegates, • following last 
month's murder of an NPC 
vice-chairman by his police 
bodyguard, and an armed bank 
robbery in north Peking. Mr Li 
said the government planned 


more crackdowns “on violent 
crimes, trafficking in drugs, 
hoodlums, underground gangs 
and various criminal activities". 
Congress members are also re- 
portedly planning to ask for 
more information on China’s 
biggest corruption scandal, in- 
volving the resignation of the 
Peking party secretary. 


Agricultural development is 
seen as the most difficult task 
for the next 15 years. Feeding 
22 per cent of the world's pop- 
ulation from just 7 per cent of 
the world's arable land Is a 
growing challenge for China. 

Mr Li offered" little cheer to 
delegates from poor provinces 
who have been lobbying for 


greater government help in eas- 


ing regional wealth disparities. 
“Disparate development of dif- 


“ Disparate development of dif- 
ferent regions is a basic condi- 
tion in China," said Mr Li. 
“Poverty-stricken areas should 
...eliminate poverty and be- 
come prosperous mainly lu- 
rching on their own efforts”, 
he said. 


Sarajevo — A woman and a dug were felled by sniper tire in the 
centre of Sarajevo as horrified people looked on. But the casu- 
alties were actors and the shots were make-believe. Perfect Cir- 
cle . a film by Ademir Kenovic about two boys and a man thrown 
together during the siege of Sarajevo, was in production along 
the city's infamous Sniper Alley. Reuter 

German banknote maker ‘poisoned’ 

Munich — A German prosecutor said that a security manager 
at Giesecke & DevrienL the country’s main banknote manufac- 
turer. who died last November may have been poisoned. The Bun- 
desbank said it had overpaid millions of marks for banknotes 
because of invoicing irregularities at Giesecke & Devrient, its main 
supplier. Reuter 

Chechen commander badly wounded 

Grozny — Salman Raduyev. the Chechen field commander who 
masterminded the hostage-taking in the Dagcstani town of Ki- 
zlyar in January has been seriously wounded in an attack by un- 
known gunmen. AP 

Singapore censors the Internet 

Singapore — Singapore ordered its Internet access providers to 
censor material on sex religion and politics. The government wants 
Singapore to profit from the growl h of the computer network, 
but does not want to give up social controls that include restric- 
tions on books, films and political activity. .AP 

2 million refugees in former Soviet Union 

Vladikavkaz — More than 2 million refugees from armed con- 
flicts have been registered in the former Soviet Union, the LIN 
said. The refugees'oome mostly from Chechnya, Georgia. Azer- 
baijan and Tajikistan. -AP 

Civil Guard ‘tortured’ ETA suspects 

Strasbourg— Spain's Civil Guard has tortured suspected mem- 


bers of the Basque separatist group. ETA. the Council of Europe 
said. The force has used beatings, electric shocks, and partial as- 
phyxiation against alleged members of ETA. .AP 

Timorese seek asylum in Portugal 

Jakarta — Four East Timorese who have been holed up in the 
Australian embassy in Jakana for nearly five weeks seeking po- 
litical asylum are likely to ask to go to Portugal. Reuter 
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change your life 

change your bank 


no more rushing to best closing time 


Not all banks are the sama. First Direct set out to change the face of banking in 1989. We were committed 
to providing a service that enabled customers to arrange their banking around their lives, on their terms. Ws 
recognised that bank dosing times were a soiree of bitter frustration, so we are open every hour of every day 
of the year. One simple phone call, charged at local call rates, gives you access to a comprehensive range 
of banking services. From loans to sharedealing, savings to travellers cheques. One of our Banking 
Representatives wffl be on hand to take your can from wherever you are. 


never be treated like a number acain 


Ian Francis enjoys his- 
breakfast and settles his 
Visa bill . 


11:15 


Because First Direct does not need any high street branches, we can invest the cost savings we make 
into trainng and new technology. We recnit our staff first and foremost on the basis of their people skills and 
then equip them with the necessary banking acumen. Our customers find that they are always treated with 
care and courtesy and we are always looking for new ways to help. Take bill payment - our customers can 
arrange to pay thgr household biBs by phone, simply telling us who to pay. how much and when. Our approach 
seems to be well received as 89% * of our customers actively recommend us to their friends and colleagues. 


manage your money your way 


W e vicuB like to give you the chance to 
win a unique open-topped sports car 
that has had one careful owner - Damon 
Hill. Oamon, hotly tipped to take this year s 
Grand Pro crown from Michael Schumach- 
er, wiH. road test wr prize Renault Sport Spi- 
der; s magnificent .mid-engine two seater that 
was the hit of the Geneva Motor Show. 
The Spider, .wfiich-_wi.fi - retail for around 
£25,000, has a" lightweight aluminium 
chassis anda l50 bhp2 litre Clio Williams 
engine. which gjves.a top speed of 130 mph. 
Though 'the Spider’s high-tech interior and 
racy, squat lines show itSTaoe track pedi- 
gree, this is a car that was cfesigned for every- 
day use. Safety is a pnroe feature, as is driver 
comfort and .noise reduction . 

Acceleration, roadrhokling, cornering and 


breaking are all that you would expect from 
a designer thoroughbred. Production of toe 
Spider will be strictly limited, and your prize 
car will carry toe Damon Hill seal of approval. 
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HOW TO ENTER 

To be in with a chance of winning our prize 
Renault Sport Spider you must collect five 
differently numbered tokens from toe four- 
teen we are printing in The Independent and 
the Independent on Sunday. Today we are 
printing Token 11: Token 12 will be printed 
in tomorrows Independent An entry form will 
be published on Saturday 9 March. It must 
be completed and sent In with your tokens. 




TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

As previously published. 


Many of our customers find that just a three minute call each month 
Is all rt takes to manage their finances. With every First Direct Cheque 
Account comes the First Direct Card, which guarantees cheques for up 
to Cl 00. Your Card a(3o allows you to withdraw up to £500 daily from 
the cash machines of Midland. Nat West. TS8. Clydesdale, Northern and 
the Royal Bank of Scotland. 


benefit from free banking, even if you are overdrawn 


Jake O'Sullivan teases 
his mother'as she asks 
about her mortgage. . 


Incurring punitive bank charges lor going a few pounds overdrawn seems as nonsensical to us as it 
does to you. That's why at First Offset there ere no charges for writing cheques, standing orders, direct 
debits and cash machine withdrawals, even if your account is overdrawn. You also get an automatic 
overdraft facility of up to £250 tree of any arrangement fees, to help with monthly budgeting. All you pay is 
a competitive rate of interest on the precise amount you borrow. 


25:30 


Changing your bank is far easier than you might expect. 

ft is worthwhile because First Direct has changed banking for good. 


The time is right. Call us now on 




0800 24 24 24 
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Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms or Title. 


Bob Sparks wakes with 
a start and calls to pay 
his gas bill. .. 
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RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

Even us voters in 10 stales were 
casting their ballots in Repub- 
lican primaries and caucuses 
yesterday, the leading candi- 
dates were fanning out across 
new battlegrounds, from New 
York which holds its primary to- 
morrow to the big Southern 
states whose vote next Tuesday 
may settle the 1996 nomination. 

Only Phi Buchanan stayed 
behind yesterday in Georgia, 
whose 42 convention delegates 
made it the biggest prize." tak- 
ing his fiercely moralistic and 
protectionist cause to tire stale’s 
radio stations in a bid to score 
a win and restore his credentials 
before "Super Tuesday”. 
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Rattled by his poor second 
place in South Carolina at the 
weekend, Ronald Reagan’s 
former speechwriter has been 
adding Mill more vitriol to his 
verbal' onslaught against the 
front-runner, Senator Bob 
Dole. He has even been de- 
scribing his opponent as a 
“liberal" — the dirtiest word in 
the Republican political lexicon 
and probably the only epithet 
not attached to the solidly con- 
servative Mr Dole in the course 
of his 35 years in Congress. 


But his rhetorical scorched 
earth tactics wen: showing scant 
sign of paying off. To call Mr 
Dole - the most plodding and 
dich6-mongering of candidates 
- a new man would be an ex- 
aggeration. But his decisive win 
in South Carolina, which had 
seemed so perfectly suited to Mr 
Buchanan's sternly Christian 
and xenophobic message, has 
given the 72-year -old senator a 
new confidence. 

Yesterday he was in New 
York, surrounded by the cus- 
tomary phalanx of governors, 
senators and party dignitaries, 
and talking unabashedly of the 
win there tomorrow that would 
make his opponent's task well- 
nigh insuperable: “New York 
can do iL the other candidates 


won’t even be able to write 
checks anymore. " he jested in 
a reference to Steve Forbes, 
whose readiness to lash our 
S30m (£20ru) of his publishing 
fortune has been the main fac- 
tor keeping him in the race. 

On the ballot in each of New 
York's 31 Congressional dis- 
tricts, Mr Forbes has at least 
given Republicans the novelty 
of a genuinely contested pri- 
mary. But although the Dole 
machine lost legal skirmishes to 
keep his rivals out, it seems to 
be winning the political argu- 
ment. with a poll yesterday 
giving him 42 per cent of the 
vote in New York, which is 
double his closest rival. 

And the endorsements con- 
tinue to roll in, the latest in the 


person of New York City’s 
mayor, Rudolph Giuliani, who 
vowed to do everything in his 
power to thwart Mr Buchanan 
and Buchananism, which Is 
founded ra part on the view that 
the Big Apple is rotten to the 
core and a symbol of immigra- 
tion's evils and moral decay. Mr 
Buchanan has managed to get 
on the ballot in half the districts, 
while the fourth major candi- 
date, Lamar Alexander, has 
skipped the state altogether. 

In all, 226 delegates were at 
stake yesterday, 208 in eight 
primaries in five New England 
States, Maryland and Colorado 
as well as Georgia, plus 18 
more in caucuses in Washing- 
ton stale —a prize amounting to 
□early a quarter of the 9 96 


needed to win nomination at the 
party convention in San Diego* 
Virtually everywhere, Mr Dole 
was comfortably ahead in the 
polls. Even before the voting, be 
was starting to poll ahead in the 
delegate count, with 90 against 
60 for Mr Forbes, 39 for Mr 
Buchanan and 10 for Mr 
Alexander. 

Almost certainly, the field wQl 
soon slim. MrBudwnanwffl, of 
course, soldier on to San Diego, 
buttressed by a share of 25 to 
30 per cent of the Republican 
primaiy- vote, which is spread 
evenly across the country. So too 
will Mr Forbes, unless or until 
he concludes that further 
spending is unjustifiable, even 
from a personal fortune of 
more than $400m. 


But anything less than an as- 
tonishingly strung performance 
ta New England would doom 
the campaign of - Senator 
Richard Lugar of Indiana. Bar- 
ring miracles, the presidential 
life expectancy of Mr Alexan- 
der is only a week longer. 

A dismal fourth in South 
Carolina, behind Mr Forbes. 

and with dismal prospects ’ 
neighbouring Georgia, 1 
Alexander will make his — 
stand in Florida, a state with 98 
delegates, which he has culti- 
vated for months. Unless he 
beats Mr Dole there on “Super 
Tuesday”, Mr Alexander 
have to fold his tent 
“If he beats me there, Sena 
tor Dole is the" certain nomi- 
nee,” he has said. 
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Russia feels 
the lack of a 


xman 



PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 

Whatever other delights rt has 
in store for the world.' the Russ- 
ian presidential election looks 
as if it will be lacking in one vi- 
tal element. There will be no Je- 
remy Paxman or Robin Day, no 
national television taskmaster 
ready to whip out his rapier wit 
at the merest whiff of n King 
politician. Anyone who tries 
such tactics faces being hanned 
from the air waves - at least on 
the government -run networks. 

The central election com- 
mission is putting the finishing 
touches to rules which - while 
restraining journalists from 
openly supporting individual 
politicians - also bar those who 
chair TV debates from asking 
questions of the candidates. 
They wouldn’t even be allowed 
to interrupt. 

Anyone unable to control 
the urge to butt in w ill run the 
risk of professional suicide: 
they could be suspended, or 
even fired. “Journalists would 
simply be made into micro- 
phone holders.” said Pavel 
Kutepov. of the Russian Union 
of Journalists. 

The move comes as Russia 
braces itself for a turbulent 
election in June, in which the 
freedom of the media is fast be- 
coming a prominent issue. The 
fact that the commission's reg- 
ulations would only apply to 
slate-run television" and radio 
and three government-funded 
national newspapers impresses 
no one. The gover nment con- 
trols ORT and KTR. the top two 
TV stations and the only chan- 
nels with national coverage. 

The commission was yester- 
day unwilling to comment, 
pointing out that the rules were 


still only in draft form. Etui it has 
been quietly spreading word 
that the rules are intended to 
prevent the government -owned 
media from being pressured 
into supporting President Boris 
Yeltsin, thus safeguarding the 
interests of his opponents. This 
may be disingenuous; the rules 
would also muzzle criticism of 
the government. 

When Mr Yeltsin launched 
his election campaign last 
month he placed press freedom 
high on his fist of achieve- 
ments. But journalists have not 
forgotten that one of his first 
acts during his stand-off with 
parliament in 1993 which led to 
the shelling of the White House 
in Moscow was to dose down 
the opposition newspaper. 
/Cl vsiskaye Gazeja, and to cen- 
sor television. They also point 
out that journalists are physi- 
cally attacked with alarming 
frequency. The most frighten- 
ing example came in late 1 994 
when the reporter Dmitry 
Kholodov, who had been in- 
vestigating corruption in the 
armed forces, was blown up by 
a briefcase bomb in Moscow. 

The conflict in Chechnya, a 
deeply unpopular war which is 
threatening Mr Yeltsin’s chan- 
ces of re-decuon, has brought 
out the Kremlin's worst in- 
stincts. After the TV pictures of 
Russia's humiliating onslaught 
on Pervomayskoye were broad- 
cast around’the world, journal- 
ists found themselves barred 
from the conflict zone. 

Mr Yeltsin has pledged to end 
the war before the election. This 
may turn out to mean ending 
coverage of a war which wifi 
simmer on indefinitely, but out 
of sight. In such a landscape, the 
sight of a Paxman would be 
welcome indeed. 



Laughing it off*. President Boris Yeltsin jokes as he attempts to pin an order, without causing injury* on weaver Ludmila Jhokhova Photograph: AP 


German press hit on MPs’ love lives 


IMRE KARACS 

Bonn 

Helmut Kohl does it, the leader 
of the opposition does it, even 
the head of Germany's secret 
service cannot keep it a secret. 
The marital infidelities of 
Bonn’s most distinguished 
residents have been whispered 
about for years, but only now 
is the taboo against exposing 
politicians' private fives 
breaking down. 

The latest victim of the 
tabloids' new inquisitiveness is 
Gerhard Schroder, deputy 
leader of the opposition Social 


Democrats, who announced 
earlier this week that he was 
separating from his third wife. 
Until recently, that might have 
merited a paragraph or two in 
the popular press. Not any 
longer. “Schroder marriage 
kaputt” screamed yesterday's 
front page of BUd Zeitung, 
Germany's best-selling daily. 

Below the headline, the pa- 
per carried a picture of the 
“lover”, a 32-year-old journal- 
ist from focus magazine, and 
clandestine photographs of the 
couple exchanging whispers on 
a helicopter flight. Inside, a 
whole page was devoted to the 


affair, with another large picture 
of the Monde, her CV — she 
once worked for BUd - and a 
potted history of the 51-year-old 
politician's marriages. 

Mr Schroder, a man of burn- 
ing ambition, handsome looks 
and a way of life straight out of 
Hello! m agazine, seems ideal 
tabloid fodder. In their home 
town of Hanover, where he 
reigns as prime minister of the 
state of Lower Saxony, the first 
couple were the magnet of 
soda! life. His glamourous wife 
“Hfllu”, nicknamed “Hfflary” by 
the celebrity press, furnished the 
glitz that her husband appeared 


to crave. Only two weeks ago, 
stories were circulating of the 
Schraders flying to Vienna for 
a night at the opera on board a 
jet belonging to Volkswagen, the 
region’s largest employer. 

Like Britain's gutter press, 
whose excesses the German 
tabloids can only hope to 
emulate, the papers justify the 
blanket coverage of the marital 
breakdown by pointing to the 
couple's past obsession with 
self-publicity. They argue - 
lamely, because serious papers 
have not taken the trouble to 
examine the political fallout of 
the affair - that politicians' 


ite lives come under pub- 
lic scrutiny. Mr Schrdder 
“exploited the attractiveness of 
his wife in order to increase his 
popularity," wrote the-Wfcrt- 
deuische AUgemeine Zdiung, a 
middle-market daily.' “He 
would love to become the 
SPD’s candidate for Chancellor, 
but even more he would love to 
become Chancellor.” 

The implication is that Mr 
Schrfider is not fit to succeed 
Mr Kohl, whose secretary is 
politely referred to in the press 
as a “close confidante". Even 
BUd would not dare to publish 
her picture. 
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Move your mortgage for free* 
2 % discount for 2 years 


5 . 49 % (^ 5 . 7 %) 


Free legal option, Free valuation, NO arrangement fee* 
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Call.. .0800 828 585 

Lines open Mon to Fri 8 am -8 pm 
Sat to Sun 1 Oam - 4pm 
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SA holds its breath 
for Mandela medical 


ROBERT BLOCK 

Johannesburg 

South Africans of ail colours 
and investors across the globe 
crossed their fingers yesterday 
as President Nelson Mandela 
began three days of tests aimed 
at quashing rumours that his 
health is failing, 

Mr Mandela, 77. did his best 
to dismiss fears he might leave 
office before his term ends in 
1999. At the Johannesburg clin- 
ic where he was admitted he 
said: “I am my best doctor and 
the feeling of well-being is very 
strong," Nevertheless, he cm 
short a West Africa trip to fly 
home for the tests. That and the 
announcement of the check-up 
surprised many. Mr Mandela's 
spokesman. Paries Mankahlana, 
said the tests were “principally 
to reassure the South African 
public and the international 
investment community that he 
is in good health". 

Concern surfaced last month 
after he addressed parliament. 
Commentators suggested he 
looked tired and frail. It was 
then rumoured be was QL The 
gossip sent shivers through the 
markets and two weeks ago, af- 
ter reports that Mr Mandela 
had had a heart attack, the rand 
began to plummet. 

Initial results indicate the 
fears have not been justified. 
Timothy Groen, a specialist at 
the clinic, said blood tests and 
an electrocardiogram doneyes- 
terday showed the Pnsadent was 
in good health. “He has the en- 
ergy of a man half his age,” Mr 
Groen said. True to his worka- 
holic nature, Mr Mandela con- 
tinued to hold meetings in 
between tests at the clinic. 

Wbmes over the his well-be- 
ing are more political than sen- 


timental. The question, on 
everyone's lips is: “What hap- 
pens after Mandela?” People 
have tended to personalise, the 
government in the figure of Mr 
Mandela and attributed the 
country's relative stability to his 
presence. People fear that with- 
out the glue of bis personality 
and his leadership style, the 
country could unravel. 

Foreign investors worry that 
without Mr Mandela, the 
African National Congress 
(ANC) could split into left- 



Mandela yesterday; Three 
days of tests at clinic 

and right-wing factions and 
there could be backsliding over 
policies such as fiscal disci- 
pline, free markets and pro- 
tection of private property. 

The extent to which discus- 
sion of Mr Mandela’s health has 
dragged the question of South 
Africa's future into the open was 
emphasised by the Presadent last 
week. In a letter to the Johan- 
nesburg Sunday Times, he 
wrote: “Let me restate the ob- 
vious: I have long passed my 
teens; and the distance to my fi- 
nal destination is shorter than 
the road I have trudged over the 


years. What nature has de- 
creed should not generate 
undue insecurity.” 

He then expressed unease at 
being singled out by some fbr 
praise at the eroense of other 
important ANC leaders. The 
real aim of his statement ap- 
peared to be to promote his heir 
apparent, the ANC deputy 
president, Thabo MbekL 

He . has long been the crown 
prince. Even before Mr Man- 
dela chose him as his deputy, 
Mr Mbeki had been groomed 
in exile to take over as ANC 
leader by its former president, 
Oliver Tam bo. Nevertheless, 
Mr Mbeki’s mishandling of 
scandals last year involving the 

Rev Allan Boesak and the Pres- 
ident’s estranged wife, Winnie, 
and his softly-softly approach 
with Nigeria’s military refers, 
have not inspired much confi- 
dence. Many would prefer Cyril 
Ramaphosa, the ANC secre- 
tary-general, to inherit the 
throne. A former ’ union. nego-' 
tiator, Mr Ramaphosa is viewed 
as being stronger and more 
resolute than Mr Mbeki. 

The ANC has been trying to 
play down rumours of Mr Man- 
dela’s poor health and fears over 
the future of the. country. It 
points out that he always said 
he was going to .stqp down 
when his term ended. 

*TTie fact is that there is only 
one person in this century who 
will be Nelson Mandela. We 
should not be looking for an- 


DAVID OSBORNE 

New >brfc 

Admitting that, its financial 
delinquency at the United Na- 
tions is eroding its influence 
within the organisation, the. 
United States is proposing to 
pay off its debt of about Slbn 
(£660m) over five years. 

The plan, outlined by the US 
Ambassador to the UN, Made- 
feme Albright, amounts ta the 
first sign of movement in sev- 
eral months by the Clinton ad- 
ministration lowTuris attempting 
to resolve the deepening crisis 
in relations between the UN and . 
Washington, and delivering the 
Outstanding dues. 

Fbr several reasons, how- 
ever, it has not sent. UN head- 
quarters into ecstasies of relief! 
The proposal will be folded into 
the next federal budget sefaed- . 
tiled to be submitted to . Con: 
gross by President Bill Clinton' 
on 18 March. But wifh anti-UN 
sentiment still rampant on 
Capitol Hill there is no guar- 
antee that Congress will took 
kindly on anything designed to 
revive it. 

There are also conditions at- 
tached. Aside from the lengthy, 
-five-year payment period; there . 
is ako the requirement that the 
UN continue in its efforts tore- 
make itself and reduce its costs. 
More especially, the US will de- 
mand that its contribution to die 
regular UN budget be cut from 
25 to 20 per cent and to the 7 
peace-keeping budget from 
nearly 31 per cent to 25 per cent 

“We are very happy that 
there is fome movement in 
Washington, but five years 
seems very.-very far away to a 
place that is looking at bank- 
ruptcy by the end of this year," 
Sylvan a Foa, the UN spokes- 
woman said yesterday. “In five 
years they will, have to send 
someone eke m here to turn off. 
the lights.” 

UN - officials have warned . 
that without a sudden inflow of 
late payments, the organisa- 
tion will run out of resources 
before year's end It is owed a 
total of $3.1bn of which the US 
alone is responsible for about 
SUbn. 

Ms Albright, who was ad- 
dressing a UN forum in North 
Carolina, warned that unless the 
US shows some willingness to 
pay its outstanding dues, its re- 
questsfor UN reform will go un- 
heeded “In recent months 
when I have tried to focus my 
colleagues on the reform 
agenda, I have found instead 
that the United States has 
become the agenda. I am tbid 
by friendly ana not-sa-frieadly 
nations alike: if yon care about - 
making the UN work better 
than it does, why doesn't the US • 
pay its bills?" 

Ms Albright also noted that 
among those countries nagging 
the US, Britain has taken alead. - 
Last year, the Foreign Secretary, 
Malcolm Rifkind, got under 
the administration's skin by 
quipping that the US was seek-, 
ing “representation ^witiwiit tax- 
ation” at die UN by not paying 
its contributions. V 
The European counfries iu 



Madelaine Albright: Focus 
on reform agenda : 

particular can be 
sist the suggestion that Amer- 
ica’s share of the budget be 
reduced from 25 to 20 percent : 
If enacted, this woul d ine vitably 
shift an increased burden for 
keeping the UN running on to 
Britain and the other European; 
Union nations. The current 
system calculates countries'' 
contributions according to their , 
share ia the world economy. In 
America's case that Implies a 
UN contribution of 27 per cenL 


mg to measure everyone else m 
tarns of Nelson Mandela,” said 
Saki Macozoma, a member of 
the ANC national executive. 

“What we must look for- 
ward to is a leadersh^) which 
will be up to the task of taking 
over from him.’* 
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On being informed that Mar- 
garet McKay, his parliamentary 
colleague for Clapham, had set 
up a replica, tent and all, of a 
Palestinian refugee camp in 
Trafalgar Square" the exasper- 
ation of the then Foreign Sec- 
retary, Michael Stewart knew 
no bounds. Any comment to 
convey his outrage was too 
mellow. “And I’m expected to 
ran a constructive British for- 


eign polity in the Middle East 
with this woman’s vote!" 






The felony was compounded 

by the fact that on 12 June 1968 
McKay, who was chairman of 
the Jordan Refugee Week 
Committee, donned Arab robes 
to lead a deputation of fellow 
British and JordaDian MPs, 
along with Mrs Ahmed Elayan 
and her baby son Ghada and Mr 
Ismael Mohammed Ismael 
from Palestine, to the Foreign 
Office. Contrite McKay was 
not - and poured petrol on the 
flames by telling Her Majesty’s 
Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs that she 
thought, as a Cold Warrior, 
that he was quite unsuitable for 
this job in government. 

Some months earlier she had 
retaliated to a verbal onslaught 
from George Brown, Stewart’s 
predecessor as Foreign Secre- 
tary, by telling him (unfairiy) 
that his attitude to the Arabs 
was such that she thought that 
be ought to have learnt to be- 
have properly when he was a 
shop assistant dealing with furs 
in a store. 

Alex Kitson, chairman of the 
International Committee of the 
Labour Party, who knew Mc- 
Kay well, recaDs: “When she was 
around the Trades Union Con- 
gress she was a rebel on behalf 
of the staff who, ironically, 
were not as well unionised as 
they ought to have been. In 
particular she did not like the 
genera] secretary of her own 
trade union, Arthur Deacon; 
and he liked her less.” 

However, Kitson adds that 
though she was a thorn in so 
many people’s sides she was al- 
ways prepared to be of help to 
those who needed it and his 
memories of her are good. She 
had been for a decade the 
women’s officer of the TUC and 
was no great respecter of per- 
sons in authority. When I said 
to her, “Margaret, you’re an MP 


for the constituency of the un- 
derdog”, she replied a trifle tart- 
ly: And, Tam, the under-bitch 1 " 
I knew I had been rebuked. 

To understand Margaret 
McKay’s behaviour, it is more 
than usually necessary to reflect 
on her life before she became 
MP for Clapham at the age of 
54. In her moving autobiogra- 
pby Generation in Revolt (1953, 
written under her maiden name 
Margaret McCarthy), she begins 
Chapter 1: “My mother was a 
rebeL She married a foreigner 
- an Irishman, and a Catholic, 
and she became a socialist!” The 
flagrant defiance of these steps, 
the utter flouting of the tradi- 
tions of her family, can only be 
understood against the back- 
ground of the life of the Lan- 
cashire moors: “My mother's 
father was Catlow. The Callow 
family reaches back to the days 
of the Norman lords of Os- 
waldtwistle. As far back as the 
13th century records reveal the 
existence of the Callows of Os- 
waldtwistle. Pete son of Richard 
de Catlow was there in 1305.” 

McKay outlines bow ibe fam- 
ily were landowners; how the 
old families bad been accus- 


rient holdings, watching their 
flocks. Her mother was the 
first known member of the Cat- 
low family in all the centuries 
to break out of the old tradition 
and many outride die farafly cir- 
cle. Worse still, she married one 
of the despised and feckless 
Irish families who had come to 
Lancashire to seek work in the 
conon mOls. Margaret’s father 
died when she was four and, the 
eldest of three children, she was 
brought up by her struggling 
mother. Politics, she writes, 

ran in our bloodstream from my 
grandfather through my mother ana 
Ott to her children, likewise from my 


paternal grandfather, a Sinn Feincr, 
through his son, an Irish home ruler, 
and so to us, to be merged into a po- 
tent mixture which was eventually to 
dove us “politics mad", impel us into 
strange places among alien people 
and in my case to bring me political 
disillusionment and despair which 
forced me into the necessity and ef- 
fort of building for myself a new phi- 
losophy. This was to be at variance 
with the traditional Methodism of my 
mother's family, the Catholi- 
cism of my father and even, in the 
end. antagonistic to the materialist 
conception of history in which I be- 
came steeped in the da>s of my youth. 

In 1927 at the age of 16 
Margaret McCarthy joined the 
Accrington Weavers Winders 
and Warpers Association. Soon 


lomedfor untold generations to 
live in close units on their an- 



McKay campaigning hi 1966 


Photo&aph: Hutton Deutscri 


she waschosen to be part of the 
youth delegation which went to 
Russia for the lfrih anniversary 
of the 1917 revolution. She had 
enrolled for classes at the local 
branch of the National Coun- 
cil of Labour Colleges, where 
her first tutor, who taught her 
economic geography, the theo- 
ry of surplus value and the in- 
herent contradictions of the 
capitalist system, was one A_I_ 
Wtiliams, later, as Len Williams, 
the long-serving national agent 
of the Labour Party, created 
governor of Mauritius by 
Harold Wilson. 

On 29 October 1927 the del- 
egations both youth and adult 
met on Tower Hill, London, 
where a farewell demonstration 
was held and the veteran 
Labour leader Tom Mann came 
down and boarded the Russian 
vessel Sotiet which was moored 
at Free Trade Wharf “to cany 
us all away, and there kissed us 
a hilarious, beery God speed. Al 
three o'clock next morning we 
sailed off to a Socialist new 
world, a load of gay enthusiasts. 
W3J Lawiher, then a young, 
laughing , handsome man. was 
the leader of the adult delega- 
tion.” McKay grew up with the 
future trade union leaders: Will 
Lawther who, as the boss of the 
Durham miners, achieved fame 
by telling delegates of the 
Labour Party conference to 
shut their gob was later Sir 
WflJ Lawther, one of the all- 
powerful knights of the TUC. 

McKay was captivated by 
Russia at that time. The dele- 
gation was housed magnifi- 
cently in one of Lbe grand 
Leningrad hotels with enor- 
mous rooms, the inevitable 
stuffed bears and potted palms, 
and whisked off on the first 
evening to see the ballet The 
Snow Maiden. For McKay h was 
as if she had been conveyed 
straight into fairyland. She met 
Krupskaya. Lenin's widow. 
Madame Sun Yal-Sen and 
Russians such as Rykov and 
B ukhari n and the youth leaders 
Chaplin and Shatsky. 

As a Member of Parliament 
in her fifties looking backwards 
to the 1920s and considering the 
social conditions of the times 
and the circumstances of her 
own life she did not see in all 
honesty what else she could 
have done other than rebel: 



'The woman on the Abu Dhabi omnibus': McKay on a British fact-finding mission to Jordan, at ADanby Bridge, 1970 Photograph: UPl 


I did not want 10 be a rebel. I was a 
normal, life-loving young teenager, 
interested in fun. dancing, boys and 
art. I just wanted to live with all my 
berms and to the full extent of mv ca- 


pacities but this wav denied me. 
Therefore, in sympathy with the 
spirit of those years 1 was possessed 


by a frenzy for change: and since a 
change, any change, could hardly be 
for the worse, it must inevilabK be 


for the better. The Communist Par- 
ty embodied and symbolised that 
great change, appeared as the in- 
strument of it, pointed the wav. 
even led us to audit, teaching us how. 
by revolutionising the economic pat- 
tern of society, we could solve the re- 
mainder of our problems and cure all 
the ills to which humanity, and 
particularly the workers, were 
subjected. 


Her disenchantment with 
Communism began on a visit to 
Germany in 1929 as the guest 
of the Communist Young Red 
Freedom Fighters Association. 
In 1931 she Teft the Communist 
Patty over their attitude to the 
National Socialists in Germany. 
She was prescient about this 
trouble as .she was to be pre- 
scient 30 years later about the 
difficulties which would be 
caused by the Palestinians. 


Lyle Talbot 


In 1980, when Michael and 
Harry Medved were preparing 
The Golden Turkey Awards , 
their book on cinema disasters. 


they conducted a poll to find 
“The Worst Film of All .Time". 


Winner by a landslide was Ed- 
ward D. Wood Jnr’s legendary 
cheapie Plan 9 From Outer 
Space (1956). Among the cast, 
which included a television psy- 
chic, a television late-night hor- 
ror hostess and Wood’s wife’s 
chiropractor, one actor’s per- 
formance stood out. la the 
brief role of a Pentagon gener- 
al, Lyle Talbot actually stir- 
mounted the terrible dialogue, 
camerawork and direction to 
give the film's only profession- 
al performance; but then Talbot 
had been a professional actor 
since his teens. The veteran of 
over 200 films, he acted oppo- 
site such stars as Shirley Tem- 
ple. James Cagney, Bette Davis. 
Ginger Rogers. Humphrey Bo- 
gart, Spencer Tracy, Al Jolsoa, 
Mae West, James Stewart, Dan- 
nv Kaye, Ronald Colman, John 
\feyne and Marilyn Monroe. 

He was born lisle Hender- 
son, the son of two actors who 
look him with them as they per- 
formed on Mississippi river- 
boats and in tent shows. Wien 
• his mother died, Lisle went to 
live at a boarding house run by 
his maternal grandmother. 
Maty Talbot, whose surname he 
took. One of Mary's roomers 
was a magician, who taught 
the 17-ycar-oId Lisle hypnotism 
and sleight of hand. He soon 
marie his stage ddbut as stooge 
for a vaudeville magician. ^ 

“Supposedly in a trance,” he 
remembered, “I'd lie between 


two chairs, with my bead on one 
chair and my feet on. the other. 
Then the man I worked for 
placed a big rock on my stom- 
ach and proceeded to break it 
with a hammer." 

Talbot graduated from stooge 
to magician, and then to actor, 
appearing in stock companies in 
Iowa and Nebraska. In 1930 he 
formed his own stock company, 
also giving employment to his 
father and stepmother. The 
company closed with the advent 
of talking pictures, and Thibet 
tried his luck in New York. 

In 1932 he and another strug- 
gling stage actor, Pat O’Brien, 
appeared in The Nightingale, a 
two-reel musical short, filmed 
at Whraer Brothers’ studio in 
Brooklyn, New York. Im- 
pressed, Warners gave him a 
screen lest, and the result was 


a contract and the role of a dap- 
per hoodlum m Love is a Rack- 



per hoodlum in Love is a Rack- 
et. By now Thibet was in 
Hollywood where, between 
1932 and 1937, he made an 
astonishing 43 feature films, 
plus two shorts. “It wasn't at 
all unusual to be working in two 
or three pictures at the same 
time," he recalled. These pro- 
ductions included Big City Blues 
and Three on a Match (both 
1932, with Humphrey Bogart ), 
20,000 Years in Sing Sing (1933, 
with Bette Davis and Spencer 
Tracy), College Coach (1933, 
with Dick Powell and Pat 
O’Brien) and The Singing Kid 
(1936, with AJ Jolson). On 
loan-outs to other studios, he 
also appeared in The 13th Guest 
(1932, with Ginger Rogers), 
One Night of Love (1935. with 
Grace Moore) and Go Wist, 


Talbot with Bette Daws in Fog Ovtsr Frisco (1934) 


Photograph: Ronald Grant Archive 


Young Man (1936, with Mae 
West). 

“In the theatre.” said Talbot, 
“we’d arrive at five o’clock, 
and we were usually finished at 
eleven. We did the play and that 
was it But in Hollywood, hours 
meant nothing . . . We would 
work 12 to 14 hours, and get 
called back next morning.” 
These conditions became so in- 
tolerable that, in 1937, Talbot 
and a handful of fellow players 
braved the threats of the studios 
and formed the Screen Actors 
Guild. Afterwards, relations 
between Talbot and a vengeful 
Warners deteriorated, and he 
left the studio. 

For the next two decades, be 
appeared in such films as 


Second Fiddle (1939, with Son- 
ja Henie), Up in Arms (1944, 
with Danny Kaye), Champagne 
for Caesar (1950, with Ronald 
Colman), The Jackpot (1950, 
with James Stewart), With a 
Song in My Heart (1952, with 
Susan Hayward), There's No 
Business Like Show Business 
(1954, with Ethel Merman, Dan 
Dailey, Marilyn Monroe and 
Donald O’Connor), and, his last 
film. Sunrise at Campobello 
( 1960. with Ralph Bellamy and 
Greer Garson). In addition to 
these important productions, 
there were scores of “B” films, 
six serials, and two other dire 
Edward D. Wood Jnr films: 
Glen or Glenda (1952) and Jail 
Bait (1954). 


Talbot also made many tele- 
vision appearances in such se- 
ries as The Adventures of Ozzie 
and Harriet . The George Bums 
and Grade Aden Show, The Bob 
Cummings Show, The Munsters. 
The Dukes of Hazard and St 
Elsewhere. 

In a recent interview, be ad- 
mitted one regret: “I’ve never 
had a star on the Walk of Fame 
in Hollywood . . . There are less- 
er lights than I enshrined 
there/' 


Dick Vosburgh 


Lisle Henderson (Lyle Talbot), 
actor bom Pittsburgh, Pennsyl- 
vania S February 1902; married 
four limes (four children); died 
San Francisco 3 March 1996. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


BIRTHS 


SMTIK On 22 Pcbnua? to Jessica (nee 
RainferdJ wjd Peter, a son, Alistair 
William Rainford, ! brother to 
La ure nce.. :■ 


Mr M. Swallow 
and Miss S. Thompson 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Mark son of Mr and Mrs 
Charles Swallow of Wendlebuiy, 
Oxfordshire, and Sarah, eldest 
daughter of the late Lt-Col Colin 
Thompson QBE and Mis Derek In- 
man, and stepdaughter of Judge 
Derek Inman, of Shackleford, 

Surrey. 


DEATHS 


fcbnatylMkttMam 
Rmris Mend. fenMud and soul 
rnaieofP^t and loving saepfaiber of 
Kritii, - G rae me and -Heather. A aar- 
vice-wfflbe bekt in tee Main Chapel 
0 ui Wapwtea Crematorium/ Eton- , 
5 burjhfVm Friday SMarefa at nnocia,. 
to which aS tticodS arcTnvhcd. No . 
Qnwcis pfewe, bat donations if so 
desiittfaiar be sear W thr Moscow . 
Leonard- Cheshire Home cfo A- & 
Wo Urqnfaan SoEdtorv 16 Heitor 
Row. &4flbarpfi EH3 6HR. Ahiwwft 
today you at jar awn; youV be Jor- 


Birth&tfS 


tr.rr xn mi beat. 


S£)GAL Ifeny Chariest as 5 March 
tpOtyRmaai at 3pm today arytef- 
cra Cemetery. ChcdnnU. myers at 
€pm tonight at home. 


Dr Madge Adam, a^omer. 84; 

Mis JeanBohL aorcs^ 

Michael fanner SAS com- 

mander, S3; Mr Wiltiam Dav*. edi- 
tor and pubB&r of High Life, 63, 
. Miss Kflti Dee, rock singer, 49; Mr 
Donald Dixon MP. 

.Charles Frank. 

David Gflmour, rock gmianst, MT 

Richard Giordano. chairman. Bnosh 

Alistair Grant, chaum^ 

Arevti Group. 59: Professor David 

fiy, tSemit of 

Sid University. 32: 
RaymondHofferfaiis.^ 1 ^. 

ides L WdHsoo CbUegfc TT 

Miss Jody Loe. actress, 49: Mr Lonn 


Maazei, conductor, 66; Sir Hai 
Miller, former MP 67; Mr Malcolm 
Moss MP, 53; Mr John Noukes, ac- 
tor and television presenter, 62; Mr 
Richard Noble, world land speed 
record holder. 50; Mr Peter Roebuck, 
cricketer, 4& Sir fan Dixon Scott, for- 
mer ambassador, 87; The Right Rev 
David Sheppard, Bishop of Liverpool 
and former cricketer, 67; Dame Kiri 
lb Kanawa, operatic soprano, 52; 
Mile MdentirmNDoalayeya Tbreshko- 
va, astronaut, 59; Dr David Whiiak- 
er, chairman,!. Whitaker Jt Scats, 65; 
Miss Maty Wilson, singer, 52 Mis 
Ann Winterton MP, 55; Sir Oliver 
Wright, former ambassador in Wtsb- 
iagion, 75. 


Anniversaries 


Births Michelangelo (Micbdagnio- 
lo Buonarroti), painter, sculptor and 
poet. 1475; Savjnien Cyrano de Berg- 
erac, novelist and playwright, 1619; 
frauds Atlcibuiy, prelate and writer, 
1663: Elizabeth Barren Browning, 
poet, 1S0& Joseph Schad, pianist and 
composer, 1812; George Louis PaJ- 
mella Busson du Marnier, caricaturist 
and novelist. 1834; Oskar Straus, 
composer. 1870; Nikolai Aleksan- 
drovich Berdyayev, philosopher and . 
religions thinker, 1874; Bronson 
James Albeiy, theatrical manager. 


1881; Adolfo Salazar, musicologist 
and composer, 1890; Lou Costello 
(Louis Francis CristiDo). actor and 
comedian, 190& Frankie Howerd 
(Francis Alex Howard), comedian, 
1922 Deaths: Francis Beaumont, 
playwright, 1616; Davy Crockett, 
frontiersman, killed at the Alamo 
1836; William Whe-well, philosopher 
and author, 1666: Anemus Ward 
(Charles Farrar Browne u humorous 
writer, 1867; Peter «on Cornelius, 
painter. 1867; Louisa May Alcort, 
novelist, 1888: Gottlieb Daimler, 
.mechanical engineer, 1900; WflJiam 
Worrell Mayo, a founder of the 
Mayo Clinic. 1911; John Edwaid 
Redmond, politician, J91& Sir James 
Jebusa Shannon, painter, 1923; Al- 
fred von Tupitz, naval commander 
and statesman, 1930; John Philip 
Sousa, bandmaster and composer, 
1932; Oliver Wendell Holmes Jnr, 
judge, 1933; John Gutzon dc la 
MotheBorglum. sculptor, 194]; Sir 
Halford John Mackinder, geogra- 


pher, 1947; David Ivor Novello 
(Davies), composer and playwright, 


(Davies), composer and playwright, 
i 951; George Form by ("Wili/am Hoy 
Booth), singer and comedian. 1961; 
King Paul 1 of the Hellenes, 1964; 
Zoltan KodUy, composer, 1967: 
Pearl Buck (Sydenstricker), novelist, 
1971; Donald Martian, fanner diplo- 
mat and Soviet agent, 1983: Sir 


Hugh Fraser, politician. 1984; Hen- 
ry (Harry) WQeoxon, film actor, 
1984; Melina Mercouri (Amalia- 
Maria Mercouri), Greek minister of 
culture and former actress. 1994. On 
this day: the Battle and Siege of the 
Alamo. Texas, ended, when there 

were only six survivors left of 155 Tex- 
ans, 1336; Verdi's opera La Trmia- 
u was first performed. Venice 1855: 
the Baity Chronicle newspaper fust 
published, 1871: Serbia was pro- 
claimed a kingdom. 1882; King Mi- 
lan of Serbia abdicated, and his 
13-year-old son Alexander acceded 
to the throne. 1889; British soldiers 
were granted the righi to wear spec- 
tacles on or off duly. 1902; the 
Shakespeare Memorial Theatre 31 
Stratford-upon-Avon was destroyed 
by fire, 1926; frozen food was first put 
an sale by (he Birdseye company. 
1930; Statin was granted the title of 
Marshal of the Soviet Linion. 1943; 
the Allies took Cologne, 1945; Ghana 
I formerly the Gold Coast and To- 
golund) became independent, 1957; 
die US Air Force began daylight 
bombing raids on Bering 1944; Geor- 
gi Maksimilianovich Malenkov suc- 
ceeded Stalin as Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers of the Soviet 
Union. 1955. Today is the Feast Day 
of Saints Balred and Bilfrid, St 
Cadroe, St Chrodegang of Metz, St 




It would be a wrong impres- 
sion to suppose that McKay was 
all about exotic foreign causes. 
In 1929 with the build of a ban- 
tamweight boxer she had been 
one of the leaders of the Brad- 
ford hunger march of the tex- 
tile workers to London. In the 
Second World War she organ- 
ised ihe Civil Service Clerical 
Association in Lancashire, vig- 
orously persuading workers to 
do as much to win die war as she 
possibly could. 

In 1951 she was appointed 
chief woman officer of the 
TUC. aDd her 1954 book 
Women in Trade Union History 
recalls how she and her friends 
used every device and ruse to 
approach Margaret Bondfield 
and Jennie Lee during the time 
of the 1929-31 Labour govern- 
ment. When she was elected 
MP for Clapham she pursued 
mainstream issues. Her maid- 
en speech was made at 2.30am 
on 27 November 1964 in 
an adjournment debate on 
occupational hygiene service: 


a hard day's night in the same spir- 
it as any of the older members, f wish 
to draw to the notice of the House 
what lies behind the fact that 20 
million working days are lost by 
workers suffering accidents and 
scheduled industrial diseases and that 
the position is not improring but is 
deteriorating. 

Ernest Thornton. Parliamentary 
Secretaiy at the Ministry of 
Labour, praised her for a 
“truly remarkable maiden 
speech". 

A defining moment came 
when she was chosen as a mem- 
ber of the UN Commission on 
ihe Status of Women at their 
conference in Tehran in 1965. 
From then on she devoted her- 
self to Arab causes. I asked her 
whether as a gentile 1 could in- 
quire as to whether she was anti- 
Semitic. McKay was furious, 
perhaps understandably. She 
was not ami-Semitic, she was 
anti-Zionist, and that was a 
very different matter. 

She had been elected for 


by 4.176. However, hy 1968, the 
Clapham press was referring to 
her as “the woman on the Abu 
Dhabi omnibus". MPs who 
“take up causes" have to he as- 
siduous in looking after their 
own constituencies and McKay 
was not. She was not re-select- 
ed for the 1970 general election, 
when Bill Shelton defeated the 
Labour candidate, the late Lord 
Pirt. 

She then went to Ihe the next 
quarter-century of her life in 
Abu Dhabi, where Sheikh Za- 
ved was kind and hospitable to 
her. AJex Kitson and I and her 
many friends prefer to remem- 
ber her when she was a great 
force on the Left in the 1950s 
and early 1960s. 1 hope New 
Labour has room for iaiierdav 
Margaret McKays. 

Tam Dalyeil 


Clapham in 1964, defeating Dr 
Alan Glyn, later MP for Wind- 


1 will do my ben to prove to the 
House that a new member can take 


Alan Glyn. later MP for Wind- 
sor, by 556 votes and winning 
against the late Ian Gow in 1966 


Margaret McKay (nee Mc- 
Carthy): horn Oswaldrwistle. 
Lancashire January 19 J J; chief 
woman officer. TL'C 1951-62; 
MP( Labour) for Clapham 1 964- 
JO; married ( one daughter); died 
Abu Dhabi 1 March 1996. 


Geoff Galwey 


Geoff Galwey was a Dickensian 
figure whom Dickens, if writing 
about Irishmen, might have 
been proud to have invented. 

Born in 1912 in India, where 
his Dublin doctor father was 
serving in the Royal Army Med- 
ical Corps, Galwey joined the 
Navy at Dartmouth in 1926. 
After being in an aircraft which 
crashed on a carrier flight-deck 
he contracted rheumatic fever 
and was invalided out as a mid- 
shipman on disability retired 
pay. 

He got a job selling space on 
the Hardware Trade Journal , 
but in 1935 joined Lovell «& Ru- 
pert Curtis, a rare advertising 
agency which preferred to stay 
in Fleet Street and make ad- 
vertising respectable. Galwey 
was the first person I ever met 
who was intellectually inter- 
ested in selling. In 1936 he be- 
came a director of L&RC. 

When the Second World War 
broke out he tried to join the 
Royal Naval Volunteer Re- 
serve. but was turned down on 
medical grounds. He got a job 
as engineman on A.P. Her- 
bert's muer Gipsy. When Her- 
bert declined to take Water 
Gipsy to Dunkirk. Galwey and 
a shipmate, l3n Hassall. son of 
the Bohemian poster artist John 
Hassali, on their next leave of- 
fered themselves to the Admi- 
ralty and were given the job of 
collecting suitable craft for 
Dunkirk along the Essex coast 
and taking them to Dover. Hi- 
rer Gipsy stayed on the Thames. 

By the time they reported to 
Dover, Dunkirk was over, but 
they were now effectively in the 
Navy. Galwey was appointed to 


HMS King Alfred to be trained 
as a Sub-Lieutenant RNVR. 
The course always began with 
an inspection of each class by 
a lieutenant and petty officer of 
the Royal Navy. The two who 
inspected Galwey ‘s class had 
been his shipmates at Dart- 
mouth. The lieutenant did not 
move an eyelid when he stood 
in front of Galwey but at the end 
of the inspection he turned to 
his petty officer and said: “Did 
you see what I saw. Petty' Offi- 
cer Vass?" From then on Gal- 
wey was no longer treated as a 
student and received his com- 
mission as a sub-lieutenant in 
March. When someone in the 
Admiralty' discovered that this 
newly appointed sub-lieutenant 
was also drawing a disablity 
pension as a midshipman, there 
was trouble, but after protests 
and medical examinations he 
was passed for “Home, shore 
and harbour service only" - i.e. 
“You must not get wet. and then 
sue us for illness." 

He was very soon appointed 
Rag Lieutenant to the Admiral 
Commanding Orkneys and 
Shetiands. and spent most of 
each day up to his neck in sea- 
water training beach landing 
parties. In 1943 he was ap- 
pointed to find and set up a base 
for training parties who were go- 
ing to reconnoitre enemy-held 
beaches prior to an invasion. 
This he did and was appointed 
Training Officer, a job which in- 
cluded training in midget sub- 
marines. On D-Day. Galwey 
was in a pilot landing craft 
whose job was to locate the 
midget submarine posted off 
the beach to send signals to the 


invasion force. This done, he 
and his assistant rating went 
ashore and acted as auxiliary 
beach-masters. 

Earlier on the same morning, 
his peacetime friend and senior 
partner in the advertising 
agency. Rupert Curtis, had 
spearheaded the entire invasion, 
as Senior Officer of the Flotil- 
la of Landing-Ships which took 
in Lord Laval’s Commando, 
and placed them on the correct 
beach at the correct time - 
an extraordinary, if minor 
coincidence. 

The war over. Galwey re- 
turned to Lovell & Rupert Cur- 
tis, and in spare lime wrote 
three novels, of which two. 
Murder on Leave ( 1947 ) and 77it’ 
Lift and the Drop ( 194S). were 
reprinted as Penguins: the third. 
Full Fathom Five, published in 
1951, contains one of the best 
accounts of landing on the Nor- 
mandy beaches ever published. 
He later wrote Babel, a large- 
cast biblical drama, launched in 
Canada and performed in 1970 
in Ottawa and later at Wblsey 
Theatre in Ipswich, England. 

The Irish in Galwey regular- 
ly erupted in hilarity: there was 
a perpetual glint of humour in 
his eyes. In retirement he was 
lovingly looked after by his sec- 
ond wife. Joan, beside the sea 
at Wdlberswick in Suffolk. 


Rnari McLean 


Geoffrey Valentine Galwey, ad- 
vertising copywriter ami novelist: 
bom India 1912; married 1940 
liv Miller (one daughter: mar- 
riage dissolveti 1946). 1951 Joan 
Skipsey (one son): died 17 
January 1996. 


Colette, Saints Cyneburga, CVnes- 
wide and Tibba, St Cyril of Con- 
stantinople. St Fridolin, Si Ollecarius 
or Oldcgar and Saints Perpenu and 
Felicity. 


laghrr. Chief Executive of the Envi- 
ronment Agency- Among those pre- 


Lectures 


National Gallery: Julie BaTlow. 
“Cezanne |i ): Mont SainK-i Teube", 
1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Catherine Wilson. “Baroque De- 
sign in Continental Europe". 230pm. 
Tale GaBeiy. Eliza Adaraowicz, “Sur- 
realism: The Colour of Dreams". 

lpm. 

Sade Centre for the History and The- 
ory of Art Paul Moyaert, “From the 
Thing to Ethics: the place of love of 
the neighbour in Lacan's Seminar 
nr. 6pm. 


Eari Ferrets. Minister of Stole- u Ihe Dc- 
pirtmeni of rhe Envfrnrnncni: The Earl of Ar- 
ran; Lord Campbell of Croy. Lord G region; 
Barones.’, David; Lord Bndj-uv Barone-* 
Hihon of Eggardon. Vncnuni Mdovreeae ■£ 

Ferrard: Tlw Earl oi Cnmbroofc Wseoum St 
Davids. 


Wills 


Dinners 

Institute of Wastes Management 
The annual presidential dinner of the 
institute of Wastes Management 
look place yesterday evening in the 

Great HaUof ihe Institution or Civ- 
il Engineers, Great George Street. 
London SW1. Mr John Birch, Pres- 
ident of the Institute, was the bast and 
the guest of honour was Mr Ed Gal- 


Mrs Lynne Denise Ives, of Henley. 
Oxfordshire, the comedienne, actress 
and singeT Mani Caine, left estate val- 
ued at £410,984 net. 

Sir George Trenchard Cos, of Lon- 
don SW7, Director and Secretary of 
the Victoria and Albert Museum 
1956-b6. left estate valued at 

£616,226 net. 

The Hon Ursula Constance Wynd- 
ham, of ffeiworth. West Sussex, the 
journalist and writer, left estate val- 
ued at £894,387 net. 

Air Marshal Sir John Hugh Lapslcv, 
of Aldeburgh. Suffolk, former head 
of the British Defence Staff, left es- 
tate valued at £265325 net 
Mr Herbert Whitton Sumsion, of 
Framptoo on Severn. Gloucester- 
shire. organist and choirmaster of 
Gloucester Cathedral 1928-67, kft es- 
tate valued at 07.79S net. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
The Dube or Edinburgh alk-niF ihi. tk- 
ingci-ninony nf itnr Brm-Ji Link- with Ar- 
gentina ihniugji pjUifinu Ahibiiv-n ji ihc 
Rmidcnci-otibu Aiuvniino Aml»:is<id»-r. 
London SW|. The ^riocHS uf Walts. ,t- 
Pairon. vkits the Natiun.il Hn-pit.il far 
Neurology and Nirurosurct-ry. ti'iijim 
WCl. Tht Princess Royal. Prv'nJtiil 
British Kniliing .ind Cfalhuw E<p »ri 
Council, visits Ennii. 1 . Mordvii. Surrey: 
as Pal run. Briu-h Nuirilron Foundation, 
attends 'Nutrition fur Hc-rldi M Older 
Propk-". j cunlczvncv ;ii JlJ- National 
Heart unit Lumr ln-4iiuic. L-mJ'-n SU I; 
as Patron . N alien al Am oalwin ■ if Ciu&rir. 
Advice Bureaus, open.- new prenk - Tor 
Chcsdnglon and Hc*A iTilton? Advke Bu- 
reau at ChL-srinciun. Surrey; and a:. Pres- 
ident. Save the Children Fund .<ucnj- a 
private Appeal Dinner al BueLineham 
Palace. Pnncrw Margaret. Honorary 
President, itu Bniah Museum Develop- 
ment Trust, attends a Dinner held ,u the 
Bevt-riv Hills Hotel. Lo* Anidcs. 


Changing: of the Guard 
The Household Cavalry Mounted Retn- 
ment mounts the Queen's Liic Guard al 
Horen Guard-. 11am: 7 L'ump.iiiv C\tld- 
•ircain Guard- mounts the Queen's Guard, 
ai Bod-inghnm ftifcn*. 1 1 Jftim. Kind pn s 
titled hv die Scots Guartk 


For Gazelle BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS please telephone 0171-293 
2011 or fax 0171-293 2010. Charges urv 
£650 a line fVAT extra). 
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WIN a drive in a Grand Prix car 
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—2 ■^^■fonnula One Dream Team 
*1 fl is just like Fantasy Foot- 
hall: you pick and manage 
i££ your dream grand prix 

• I I team to score points over 
nJ, ■ the coming season. Pit 
_ •[ your wits against other enthusiasts and 


with an extra 10 points awarded to 
each of the top six finishers. 

All drivers are eligible to score for a 
top six finish but can also notch up ex- 
tra points as follows: 


you could win our 
overall 1996 
champion’s prize, 
a drive in a For- 
mula One car 
plus additional 
prizes for each 


• The fastest driver in race-day 
warm-up will collect six points, with 
five for the second and so on down to 
one point for the sixth quickest. 


Gerhard Berger is 


widely considered ta 


be the smoothest and 


most consistent driver 


in Formula One. His 




team mate Jean AJesi 


Individual race 
prizes range from 
trips to major 
grands prix, in- 
cluding this year's 
British Grand 
Prix at Silver- 
stone, to a day at 
the Nigel Mansell 
Racing School at 


• Drivers score one point for each 
place they make up over their arid po- 
sition. Points are not deducted by los- 
ing places. 


• Five points are lost if your driver 
posts first retirement, four for second 
down to one point lost for the fifth re- 
tirement. 


• If your driver makes the quickest 
pits top (from the entry of the pitlane 
to the exit) you gain five points. 



no points. - - 

• Chassis score and lose points in the 
same way as drivers for a top six fin- 
ish or any early retirement. The score 
is based on the first chassis home of 
that particularmamifec^^ 
only the first chassis retirement will 
count if they'are both among the first 
five to retire. 


• Engine rules are the same as the 
chassis rules, without the retirement 
penalties. 


' name, addre^ and telephone number. 
Your team selections plus your peri 
sonal details wiD be played bade to you 
and, when you confirm that, they are 
coiTe^youwiUbe^venaPINmmber. 
This is confirmation of your entry and 
. will- enable you to access the score 
checking line. 

There is no limit on the number of 
teams an individual can enter, but only 
one team can be registered per call. 


is cited as the quicker 


driver, yet Berger 


started ahead of him in 


more races in 1995. 


However, last season 


Brands Hatch. 

Your team must comprise three dri- 
vers, a chassis and an engine: your 
budget is £40 million. Make your se- 
lections from the grand prix shopping 
list printed below; the only restriction 
is that your third driver must come 
from the £1 million category. 

Details of how to enter are given on 
this page. You can enter a team at any 
point during the grand prix season but 
the earlier you enter, the greater your 
chances of being our overall champi- 
on. Remember, there are prizes for 
the winning Dream Teaman each in- 
dividual grand prix so you can enter 
a different team for each race. 


• If your driver sets the fastest lap time 
in the race, you gain five points. 


: Tfta Dream ferns 
potets attfie and of thaGraaif 
■ wffl ’“** < * ir 

. You wSI flA fkwn ‘i '-ri'- : ~ 


• If your driver receives a stop. go 
penalty, you lose five points. 


• If your driver starts on pole posi- 
tion. you gain five points. 


• The Independent will name a Dri- 
ver Of The Day after each race for a 
particularly impressive performance, 
worth five points. 


You Win be flown to te AGSto* 
south of Franco forttio ixMstaxhflj 
Ufa. The school spocfadtees In Fi 
the 

FI and attar stagfe seat OaM. ;; r~/^ 






HOW YOU SCORE 

Points are awarded per race to the Lop 
six finishers, based on the Formula 
One World Championship points 
scoring system 1 10. 6, 4. 3. 2, 1) but 


• Non-qualification for a grand prix 
loses you two points. If a driver is on 
the FlA's published starting grid but 
fails to take the start, no points are lost. 


The Dream Team 


mm 


O Drivers removed from the results 
for any reason lose all points gained 
that weekend. Any driver not com- 
peting in a grand prix weekend scores 


ttfm Ruheus : Barrfc&eHo-io*|^^ 
partner wtt haroaonkjiite^ 
atfon, spomflog the day te 
team. •*. • v ■ ■ i ; ;%.<• 

... v. 



HOW TO ENTER 

Choose your Dream learn from the 
shopping list on this page. Remem- 
ber, you must choose three driven (the 
third from the £1 million section), one 
chassis and one engine. You must not 
exceed your budget of £40 milli on 
Give your team a name and register 
it by ringing 0891 891 805. 

You will immediately be asked the en- 
tiy question: How many races are 
there in this year's Formula One 
World Championship? 

To enter your Dream Teara details you 
can use one of two methods. 

Method 1 uses a tone phone- that lets 
you key in the code numbers of your 
driver, chassis and engine choices. The 
computer will check that your team 
falls within budget and is eligible. 
Method 2 uses a non-tone phone and 
give your details verbal^. A budget 
check is not possible using this method. 

When you have registered your 
Dream Team, you will be asked to pre- 
dict the number of points this year’s 
champion wili notch up over the 
year. In case of a tie at theend of the 
season, the nearest figure to the 
champion’s points will win the top : 
prize. In the event of a further tie, the 
team that registered first will win. 

Once you have registered your 
team you wifi be asked for your 


CHECKING YOUR SCORE 

You can check your team's position, 
at any time by calling 0S91 891 806 and 
quotrog'your PIN number. If you want 
to know the individual driver, chassis 
and engine scores from the racist re- 
cent race, call 0891 891 807. This line 
will also list the Top 50 Formula One 
Dream Teams. 


your selection from the Grand 


Rales: 

I . All telephone calls are charged at 39p 
per minute cheap rate, 49p per minute 
at all other times, with a typical call to - 
secure your entry lasting between five 
and seven minutes. 

. 2- The deadline to be included in a par-’ 
ticular race is midday the Friday prior 
to that race. 

. 3. The judge’s decision is final, no cor- 
respondence will be entered into and 
there is no cash alternative for prizes. ■ 

4. Employees of Newspaper P uhlifihmg ~ 
Pic, HaymarketPubhshing Ltdand all 
associated companies and their families 
are ineligible. 

5. Entrants must be 18 or over and res- 
idents of the UK. - 

d. To be eligible for the main prize; yon . 
must hold a current driving Ikaehce, be 
no more than 1:95m tall and weigh no 
more than 2201bs. 

T. All scores will be worked out ac- 
cording to the official FIA time sheets. 
The values stated for drivers, mgrrfes 
and chassis bear no relation to real life." 
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Berger's luck was 


generally appalling. 


exemplified at Monza 


where he would have 


won. were he not hit by 


the camera (ram 


Alesi's car. This season 


driving the Benetton 


'.iwfifias- 

£25m ' 

1 M-Sb’Hwnacher 
£23m 

2 J Atesi 

3 D KiH 

: £ 20 ftt 

.4 G Berber.- . : , 

5 .0 CoiiittiaiM - 
6£ Irvine'.-' 

7 J Villenetive 
Siam V-.V.'. 

8'MHaMdoeh 
9H’H'REntzen' •' 

flow 

lOMBrundle 

llRBarricheifo 


12 J Hertaert 


13 M Salp..' • 
.14.1?Larny 
£4oi . _ 

15 POInte 

16 U Kertayama 

17 J Vfetstappen 

18 O Fanis. 
£3o> 


1 25 F Lagorce* 
: 26 H Noda* - 
, 27 T tnoue 




I 19t8adoer. 


j 20 RRosset - 
I 21A Morttefrruni 

£2b 

: 22 G FisfcheDar : 
r 23 ' v;Sas^ri* : .'. 



28 M Ouncieil* 

: • 29 J-C SoulBon* 

»’ 30 K Brack* '• 

[ 3 i K 8 urt* . - 
. ; 32 £ CohaoJ* 

33 N Fontana* . 

34 D Franchittj* . 

35 N.larint* 

'} Magnussen* 
*.{ 37APrast* 

: 4 ; 38 .G Tarquini* . v. 
. ! 39 K Wendlingeri* 
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■ gbssts 

.'■408er»eS- : r: 
ttin ? 1 
_ 4TWaiiams - 

£38tt ': v -j ; 

42 Ferrari:.-/ f- 

f-:- 

4334clarei j-- 

: j*': 

44 Satib^r 1 ; 

46 L^fer, ■. 

£6m. ; ij 

47TTyrmH - W 
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It took them a week to threaten a peace process 
which took years to build. John Lichfield profiles 
the group putting terror into the heart of Israel 

Who are 

Hamas? 


I - - 


What is Hamas? 

It is a militant Islamic movement, 
with political and military wing*, 
which aims to create an Islamic 
state in the pre-Second World Wfer 
“mandate” territory of Palestine, in 
other words the whole of present- 
day Israel plus Gaza and the West 
Bank. Its name is an acronym of the 
first letters of the arabic words for 
Islamic Resistance Movement. 
Hamas also means “zeal”. 

Where did it come from? 

Hamas grew from the grass-roots 
Palestinian uprising against Israeli 
rule in the occupied territories in the 
1980s ('the intifada). Its inspiration 
came from the Muslim Brotherhood 
in Egypt. It was founded by a para- 
plegic fundamentalist clergyman. 
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, in the Gaza 
Strip in 1987. Sheikh Yassin is serv- 
ing a life sentence in Israel for polit- 
ical violence. Hamas grew from a dis- 
satisfaction with the strategy of the 
mainstream Palestinian political 
leadership, grouped in Yasser 
Arafat's Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation. 

There is some evidence that, in 
its earliest days, Hamas was fos- 
tered by Israel to undermine Mr 
Arafat and to divert support from 
the radical Marxist groups like the 
Popular Front and the Democratic 
Front, which were then in vogue. 
Since the signing of the outline 
peace agreement between the PLO 
and Israel in 1993, Hamas has been 
the main focus of the dissident - or 
in Middle East jargon, “rejection- 
ist" - Palestinian forces. 

What does Hamas want? 

An Islamic state on the Iranian 
model. It rejects the Israeli-Pales- 
tinian peace process as a surrender 
to Zionism, which it sees as an alien 
and racist force, underwritten by 
western imperialism. Some Hamas 
officials have spoken in more con- 
ciliatory terras of accepting a peace 
settlement in “stages", but it is 
unclear what it means by that. 

What is the aim of the latest 
bombing campaign? 

To win the May Israeli election for 
a right-wing coalition led by Likud. 
Each bomb has knocked several 
percentage points off the poll lead 
of the Labour-led government of 
Shimon Peres. Each blast has eaten 
away at the hopes of the ordinary 
□on-political Israeli that peace with 
Arafat would bring security. If the 
uncompromising Likud does win - 
as new seems extremely likely - the 
peace process will be halted and 
conceivably pul into reverse. 


Is the bombing the work of a 
spfinter groiqs, or Hamas itself? 

It is hard to be absolutely sure. The 
military wing of Hamas - the Izze- 
dine al-Qassam Brigades - have 
been calling for a truce. The group 
admitting responsibility for the 
bombings, the Disciples of Yehiya 
Ayyash, have rejected any cessation 
of violence. According to Israeli TV. 
the orders for the bombings came 
from Hamas leaders in Syria, not 
the West Bank or Gaza. One pos- 
sibility is that the core Hamas lead- 
ership is behind the bombings, but 
is pretending not to be 

Why do that? 

lb avoid the crackdown on its peace- 
ful and military activities which 
Israelis are urging Yasser Arafat to 
undertake. The other possibility is 
that there is a fissure within the 
movement. On one side are those 
who wish to kill the peace process; 
on the other side are those who 
argue that this would be suicide 
bombing on a grand scale, as the ulti- 
mate victims would be the H amas 
movement itself, as well as peace. 

So who is in change of Hamas? 

No one is sure. With Sheikh Yasin 
in prison, the movement is thought 
to be controlled by a highly secretive 
executive committee of uncertain 
number. The military wing is thought 
to be organised in a number of semi- 
autonomous cells. Hamas has a pub- 
lic face, which organises its education 
and welfare programmes, but that 
does not give much of a due to its 
real leaders, some of whom are 
undoubtedly abroad. 

What help does Hamas get 
help from outside? 

It is difficult to pinpoint how much, 
and from whom. Syria, at the very 
least, allows Hamas leaders and 
radio stations to operate from its 
territory: but then Hamas leaders 
are also believed to operate from 
Jordan, which supports the peace 
process. The usual presumption is 
that Hamas is supported from Iran. 
But Hamas is a Sunni Muslim 
movement and Iran Shia. 

Iran is thought to give its practi- 
cal help mostly to a sister, but rival 
organisation, Islamic Jihad. (Acc- 
ording to some Middle East experts, 
however, Islamic Jihad is just 
another of the hydra heads of the 
amorphous Hamas). Some financial 
support for Hamas came from Saudi 
Arabia but this may have reduced in 
recent years. Hamas fighters have 
also received military training in 
Sudan. But, supreme irony of 
ironies, most of the cash which sup- 


ports Ham as now may come from 
the Palestinian diaspora in America, 
also the main banker to Israel. 

What sort of people support 
Hamas? 

The devout, the dispossessed and 
the disaffected. Hamas finds Gaza 
and some West Bank cities a useful 
recruiting ground for young people 
seeking opportunities in suicidal 
fanaticism. But its growing strength 
also reflects the turn away from sec- 
ularism tty Palestinians of all social 
groups in the last 20 years and the 
rediscovery of Islam as a symbol of 
national identity. Many middle- 
class professionals support Hamas 
and fill the ranks of its political lead- 
ership. The political wing of Hamas 
also runs - very efficiently - a range 
of Islamic institutions from kinder- 
gartens and schools to charities. It 
is these activities, which offer the 
promise of a more Islamic future, 
which the more cautious Hamas 
minds may be reluctant to place at 
risk through a bombing camp aign. 

How strong is Hamas poKticaBy? 

It is generally accepted that about 
IS to 20 per cent of the population 
of Gaza and the West Bank supports 
Hamas (proportionally more in 
Gaza, where economic conditions 
are more deplorable.) Although 
Hamas did not officially taka part in 
the Palestinian elections in Januaiy, 
it did support some candidates and 
generally they were successful. 


And nrifitarfly? 

The strength of the “militaty” units 
of Hamas is the subject of feverish 
conjecture (not least in the Israeli 
security services). A campaign of 
suicide bombing requires little mare 
than quantities of Semtex and an 
endless supply of young “martyrs'’. 

Could Yasser Arafat do more 
to prevent the bombings? 

Yes, probably, but at a price which 
might be just as destructive, in the 
long term, to the prospects of a last- 
ing peace. He could crush Hamas in 
the short term by imposing the kind 
of police state familiar elsewhere in 
the Middle East (Iraq, Syria and 
Saudi Arabia spring to mind). But 
he might have to fight a Palestinian 
civil war to do so, triggering a new 
spiral of bitterness among young 
militants opposed to the peace. 

What can Israel do? 

Israel is already the most security- 
conscious democratic nation on 
earth. There is little more that can 
be done to stop suicide attacks on 
buses, other than permanently seal- 


ing Israel's bor 
ders with Gaza 
and the West 
Bank, causing 
huge economic 
disruption. The 
Peres government 
has warned that it 
might take direct 
action against 
Hamas inside the 
West Bank and 
Gaza. This would 
strike at the heart of 
the authority granted 
to the fiedgUng Pales- 
tinian government and, 
conceivably, provoke 
fighting between Israeli 
and Arafat forces. 

Win there be more 
bombs? 

One theory is that these are 
revenge attacks for the 
assassination on 5 January by 
Israeli security services ot 
Yahyah Ayyash, the Hamas 
master-bomber known as the 
“engineer”. 

But if that were the aon why 
would there be four bombs? 

The suspicion ofMkklle East experts 
is that this is not just a revenge attack; 

h is more strategic The possibility 
opens up that the bombing may 
continue, intermittent^, over the 
next 1 1 weeks or until the Bares gav- 
emment grows desperate and 
takes direct action within 
Gaza and the West Bank, 
placing the whole peace 
process in jeopardy. 


So is the Middle . 

East peace doomed? j 

Maybe. It is certainly fac- ■ 
mg its bloodiest and most ■ 
politically agonising test . 1 

It would be wrong to ~ 1 
underestimate the amount | 
of political capital invested 
in Middle East peace; by the 
Peres government; by the 
Israeli and Palestinian peo- 
ples; by Mr Arafat; by Presi- 
dent Clinton. Although a 
patchwork - unsatisfactory 
peace, it is more blast-proof 
than it seems. But it is __ 

not necessarily robust 
enough to withstand 
an unholy alliance 
between the 
Israeli right 
and Islamic 
funda- 
men- 
tal- 

ism. 


L 



They don’t want 
our money 

When will the poll tax debacle come to 
an end ? Five years after its abolition, the 
dreaded charge is still managing to 
provoke some of the silliest sagas ever 
seen in our courts. Last week a Man- 
chester man, Ian Ransom, tried three 
limes to pay five years' of arrears - and 
was rejected each lime. 

The problem? He was paying in £290 
of winnings from the amusement arcades 
in Blackpool's tourist site, the Golden 
Mile, in 5,800 five-pence pieces, weigh- 
ing more than three and a half stone. 

The debt collectors are highly un- 
a mused. According to an obscure 
coinage act of 197 1 , only £5 worth of five 
and 10 pence coins may be accepted. The 
agency is therefore sull wailing for Mr 
Ransom to exchange his winnings at the 
bank - but they could be in for a long 
waiL 

Ransom, who is by now immune to 
the threat of court action, is most reluc- 


tant to exchange his coins. “I carted that 
bag all the way back from Blackpool,” 
he says, “and the fust two times I took 
it in they were, frankly, very unpleasant. 
I don’t know why they won’t take it- I'm 
even offering more than I owe. My 
debt's only £289 JO.... I'm not lugging 
the damn thing around any more.” 

His attitude, alas, cuts no ice with the 
collectors. “People had better think 
twice before they try and be silly and 
muck us around,” warned an emotional 
spokesman. “You get people trying to 
write cheques to clear debts on banana 
skins and all sorts - we're not having it.” 


Any Peugeot so long 
as it’s red ... 

The new Peugeot 406 commercial, 
which has caused a bit of a rumpus with 
the Independent Television Commission 
because of its man -on -man Idss-of-life 
scene, has driven into yet more contro- 
versy. The pop star Mike Pickering of 


M People, whose song “Search for the 
Hero’’, currently in the top five in the 
charts, accompanies the ad, is still - after 
several weeks - awaiting delivery of his 
free, complimentary Peugeot Cabriolet 
If tfaaL were not enough to irritate him, 
it now seems he won't get either of the 
colours he asked for (first choice, black; 
second, maroon). He has just heard, 
when it finally arrives, that it will be in 
something called Diablo Red. 

“Doesn't that mean Red Devil?" he 
fumes down the phone. 

It will be a brave Peugeot executive 
who faces Mr Pickering in this mood. 

“At first I was saying, ‘Good old Pen- 
geot’,” he tells me, “but now maybe I 
should just torch the car when it 
arrives." 


Mrs Merton’s only 
joking; geddit? 

It would appear that Caroline Hook’s 
trademark - the deadpan double enten- 


dre - is so mewhat wasted on the very 
people who are on the receiving end of 
it. Last week (be comedian (below, as 
Mrs Merton and herself) rang the office 
of Will Wyatt, BBC managing director, 
to accept his fanritatiou to AJntree for 
this year’s Grand NathmaL Both times 
she said the same thing and both tones 



Shaken and 
dashing de Ia Bi 

Fwgef Pierce Brt^an, ire b3sbeefl5a(feff^_^ 
the hearts of London’s Cwenty5ainetfnng?jty the - 


group, Edward de Ja BiHifcre 
' son of General Sir Ft t^.tiie former British. _ \ : 

Cotronander-in- Chief, in iheGuKT 3* 

Edward has obviously learnt a iridt' or tw o I nga. 

Geographical Sodctyabout the := 
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tallest mountain. Heand a frirad dimbco 
Alafti’cmn, who is b&tdaad v 
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his lecture needed ^ . 

expSoskra and-AIan abseiled in from ife v VC 

don't think anything like jt has evcrliappetied.at ; 
the RGS before.” he teflj meprptoffly. ; : : 


sadness js 


climbing mountaiusand bela K^er 'ianteacL^.T: 
Shame.-. ; - ■= C-V V V : 



Mr Wyatt’s secretary slammed the 
phone down. Her exact words? 

“Heflo. I want to be ha Mr Wyatt’s 
box.” 

Slam from the other end. Clearly, 
assumed the secretary, here is some 
lunatic harassing senior BBC 
executives. 

New, of coarse, that the mistake has 
come to Bgfat, the BBC is not tremen- 
doosiy proud of it. Ms Hook's friend 
and scriptwriter; Craig Cash, has done 
his best to explain the incident, however. 

“She just gets a bit flustered on the 
phone,” be says. 

Exactly what I though 


A case of more braun 
than brain ... 

Officials of the Cambridge Union Soci- 
ety might have been expected lo be in 
favour of last week's motion: “This 
House believes team is more important 
than brawn," Their letter inviting the 
chess grandmaster Nigel Short to speak 
at the debate, however, suggests that 
their own intellectual credentials fall 
somewhat short of a frill endorsement 
of the motion. They spelt the final 
wordas"branrr‘‘. 
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hole at new 

our’s heart 



* TJ^ople imagine that a team of bright 
■ X researchers writes Tony Blair's speeches 
, defining the appeal of new Labour. It s a 

• myth. The truth is that a computer whizz 
in the party's new communications centre 
developed' an easy-to-use programme so 
that speeches on most subjects can be run 
off endlessly. The programme has Five 
steps. Yesterday it was vised to full effect 
in Mr Blair's at tempt to recast Labour as 
the party vf the homeowner. 

Step One: Once We Were Great. 
Labour was right in the past - in this ease 
with its post-war slum clearance and 
house-building programme - but it lost 
the plot. 

Step Two: A Nod lo Mrs Thatcher. She 
exposed our weakness, in the case of hous- 
ing. by championing the home-owner 
and introducing the right io buy for 
council tenants. 

Step Three: The Tories Let You Down. 
Instead of the promised land of home- 
ownership. the Government has brought 
you negative equity and rising repossessions. 

Step Four: Sensible Stuff About Part- 
nerships. This involves borrowing Tory 
policies (the ones that have not failed) and 
laying claim to initiatives voluntarily 
undertaken by the private sector, such as 
schemes to make it easier for people to 
pay mortgages when they are out of 
work, mixing renting and owning, and 
leasehold reform. Councils should work 
with private sector lenders, tenants and 
housing associations to create more 
socially owned housing for rent. AH very 
grown-up. but “The middle classes need 
belter mortgage advice!" is a hardly a ral- 
lying call lor the discontented. So ... 

Step Five; The Big Message. This pol- 
icy - housing yesterday, but it could 
apply lo schools, nuclear weapons or 
multi-storey cor parks - is a case study of 
One Nation-Stakeholderism in action. 
Not catchy, but the One Nation bit takes 
us on to the centre ground the Tories are 
deserting, while Stafceholding is the still- 
evolving idea to reconcile efficiency and 
social justice in a world where the global 
market is far more powerful than the 
state. 

it's all fine, as far as it goes, and it is 
certainly a long way from where Labour 
was even a few years ago. The trouble is 
that almost two years into Mr Blairs lead- 
ership the Labour Party still isn’t going far 


enough. Leadens are successful when 
they 'have a compelling stotv to tell, 
which explains to electors what is wrong 
with their country, prescribes policies to 
put things right and inspires people to 
cany them out- Mr Blair's problem is that 
his story is often blurred and as yet is unin- 
spiring. He has taken strides in the right 
direction, but it is still unclear what role 
he would give the state and what scope 
there would be for choice, competition 
and individual initiative. 

On housing. Mr Blair could have told 
one of at least two big stories. The first 
would have been to launch a national pro- 
gramme to rid us of negative equity 
through a state sponsored bail-out to get 
the market moving again, including 
increasing Miras and reinstating govern- 
ment programmes j 0 help people to pay 
their mortgage if they lose their job. 

The second story would t3ke us in the 
opposite dirccdon, to take this historic 
opportunity of low inflation and low 
house prices to relinquish the homeown- 
ing ideal. Mr Blair could have urged us 
lo'become more European, to start rent- 
ing, to learn to save and to invest in busi- 
ness rather than property. He could have 
attacked the mongage as a noose around 
our necks. In an era of increasingly inse- 
eure employment, renting provides the 
flexibility a 25-year mortgage lacks. Cut- 
throat competition in the mortgage mar- 
ket could be encouraging people to take 
on commitments they cannot meet and so 
simply storing up financial disasters in 
years to come. 

Both these approaches have draw- 
backs. A negative equity bail-out would 
be costly, probably unfair and may not 
work. Urging us to rent more would have 
seemed like turning his back on millions 
of actual and aspirant homeowners, not 
good politics. So we are left in a muddle 
in the middle with Mr Blair offering to 
clean up Tory messes using a mixture of 
policies borrowed from all over the place. • 
Sometimes, on education and railways, 
they are not coherent: sometimes, on 
housing and the environment, they are not 
compelling. Mr Blair can win the election 
without having a Big Story to tell us. He 
may govern moderately well. BuL he will 
not" lead Britain on a wave of moderni- 
sation. For that he needs something more 
than he has yet delivered. 


A fishy triumph 
for Britain 


Y esterday’s derision to let Spanish 
fishermen sue Britain for banning 
them from our fishing grounds looks like 
nonsense. The ruling, from the European 
Court of Justice, means that Britain can- 
not in practice protect the fishing quotas 
allotted to British fishermen. Fleets from 
other countries, notably the Spanish, arc 
free to register themselves here and then 
fish against the British quota. 

The quota system, established under 
the Common Fisheries' Policy, has been 
made to look absurd. This is had news for 
the British fishing industry, which is 
already much diminished by the small size 
of the qui >ia available to this country. Min- 
isters must now agree quickly at a Euro- 
pean level to close the loophole that the 
Spanish fleets have so deftly exploited. 

But before joining the Eurosceptie 
rant against the European Court and all 
its works, it is worth examining this judg- 
ment. The principle upheld by yesterday's 
ruling, lar from representing a British 
defeat, is a victory for the ideals of free 


trade. The creation of a single market has 
been Britain’s main aim within the Euro- 
pean Union. The Government has fought 
for British business to be allowed to oper- 
ate anywhere in the EU, on the terms 
enjoye’d by indigenous competitors. The 
1992 Maastricht treaty reflected British 
thinking when it gave the European 
Court powers to outlaw protectionism 
imposed by member states. 

This is precisely what the court did yes- 
terday. when it opened the way for Span- 
ish fishermen to claim compensation for 
the British ban on their entering this mar- 
ket. In another judgment, it ruled against 
German attempts to keep foreign beers 
out of its markets. Fishing quotas, allot- 
ted according lo nationality, should now 
be exempted from these single market 
rules: otherwise the quota system 
becomes meaningless. But once that is 
done, Britain should celebrate, rather 
than bemoan, the European Court's 
robust attitude towards stamping out 
protectionism in the European Union. 
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Brum, a dump 
but no sump 


Sir: As one raised in the Birm- 
ingham area, with the Oat vowels 
to prove it, might I congratulate 
Jonathan Glancey on his tremen- 
dous demolition job on Birming- 
ham as a potential site for the 
Millennial Exhibition (“No one 
loves a conurbation", 4 March). 
Yes, Birmingham is a dump. But . 
London's a dump as well. In fact j 
the proposed site at Greenwich is 
a sump in a dump. So we still 
should have got it. Sour grapes 
play no part m this. 

John Hirst 
Smethwick 

Sir: Jonathan Glancy com- 
mented on the “filming motor- 
ways" surrounding my home. 
Well, London has its own ring 
road, the M25, and I have spent 
many an hour fuming at being 
stuck on It, not to mention the 
rest of London’s decrepit road 
system. 

If I were to make a choice 
between visiting the National 
Exhibition Centre, convention 
centre and national indoor arena, 
aH of which have excellent access 
and facilities, or a site which has 
to be first decontaminated, then 
I would not be going to London. 

Njck Phillips 
Castle Bromwich. 

Birmin gham 

Sir On a sunny winter's day, 
walk out of Paradise Forum and 
across the pedestrian bridge 
towards Centenary Square and 
look at the side of the Hyatt. 
There you will see a reflection of 
the Central TV tower in the 
hotel's glass facade. These two 
buildings have been so placed 
that the reflection of the one on 
to the other creates a magnificent 
galleon, complete with billowing 
sails, floating above the city. 

I like Birmingham. 

Emmeline Stevenson 
Pencaitlond, East Lothian 

Post letters to Letters to the 
Editor, and include a daytime 
telephone number. (Tax: 0171- 
293 2056; e-mail: letters® 
independenr.co.uk i Letters may 
be edited for length and clarity. 


“Pm sure we've made the right decision, don't you darling ?■ 


■ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1 1 Whitehall ideal of public service under attack 


Sir Dame Gillian Brown and Fer- 
gus Allen (Letters, 2 and 4 Feb- 
ruary) have rightly criticised the 
Government's plan to privatise the 
agency that recruits civil servants. 
May I arid my voice to theirs? 


lie service seems to have few 
advocates in Government circles 
and a Civil Service selected on 
merit by fair and open competi- 
tion is, one fears, soon to be a 
thing of the past Those who are 
out of sympathy with what they 
regard as “outmoded" ideas will, 
no doubt, argue that it is more 
efficient for the private sector to 
recruit the future Civil Service, 
and that the merits of the present 
system will be preserved at 
cheaper cosL 

I am afraid that some of us who 
were at one time involved with the 
recruitment system will have 
doubts whether this is so- It was feh 
necessary for the Queen and not, 
let it be noted, the government of 
the day to appoint the Fust Civil 
Service Commissionerwith direct 
responsibility for ensuring that 
only the best were chosen for the 
Civil Service and by processes 
which were under his control and 
were free from nepotism. 

This was at a time when the 


concept of public service was not 
under attack. Now these func- 
tions are ro fall to private recruit-, 
ment agencies operating for pri- 
vate profit. How much more 
necessary is it to retain in the 
public sector, and subject to 
appropriate safeguards, the 
recruitment of civil servants when 
the concept of public service isno 
longer respected? 

DJ Trevelyan 
Principal 
Mansfield College, Oxford 
The writer was First Civil Service 
Commissioner, 1983-89 

Sin It is something to leant from 
Dame Gillian Brown's letter (2 
March) that the House of Lords 
is to debate later this week the 
bizarre move to sell off the 
agency that recruits, among oth- 
ers, fast-stream civil servants. 
The House of Commons dog has 
faded to bark in the night and the 
low-key, ie surreptitious, 
announcement of the plan fay 
answer to a Witten Question on 
November 23 has Incited discus- 
sion anywhere else. 

The reasons given by the 
Office of Public Service (itself 
similarly due for liberation from 
its constraints) are half-baked 


and unconvincing. And there 
seems to have been no process of 
consultation before a change of 
historic, even constitutional, sig- 
nificance. 1 suppose that this 
would have delayed die doctri- 
naire advance of privatisation. 

How contemptuously we -are 
treated now! 

Sir Derek Mitchell 
. - London SWI5-. 
The writer was Second Permanent \ 
Secretary, UM Treasury, 1973-77 


Where was 
the Big Bang? 


Sin Dame Gillian Brown (Let- 
ters, 2 March) states that “the 
Government has advanced no 
specific criticism of the Recruit- 
ment and Advisory Service so 


wty dismantle it? 
- She misses the 


- She misses the whole point of 
the approach to government fay 
the present administration. It 
_goes something like this: “If it 
ain’t broke (eg British Telecom) 
fix ic if it’s broke (eg British Rail) 
don’t fix it; and if you’re notsure 
whether it’s broke or not (eg the 
NHS) poll the nig on it". : 

For the Government this may 
seem like good governance but if 
you’re one of the governed you 
needa wonderful sense of humour. 

Dr Bernard Coleman 
Peterborough 


Religion has no place in schools 


Sir. There is a fairly simple 
answer to Paul VaHel/s difficul- 
ties (“How much intolerance can 
we tolerate?”, 4 March) over 
religion and morals in schools. It 
is the American one. Religious 
beliefs are a private question: 
schooling is a matter of public 
policy; the two should be kept 
separate. Religious and moral 
teaching must be left to the fam- 
ily and church (or mosque, syn- 
agogue. temple). 

The immediate, wholly desir- 
able consequence is the abolition 
of that prime disaster area in our 
schools, the compulsory, “act of 
worship”. The second conse- 
quence, more long-term, would 
be the revision of the status of 
church schools. This would 
doubtless be vigorously resisted, 
at least at first, by conservatives, 
but the only coherent alternative 


Military types and their camp followers 


W ell, do vow think that homosex- 
uals should he allowed to join 
the British armed services? I have 
received an enormous mailbag on the 
subject and bring you some of the best 

letters today. 

From Mqjor John “Terry" Terrier, 
retd. 

Sir, I remember when I was in the 
desert in the war. we often got worried 
about one of our number called Sid- 
ney "Sidi“ Biiyani. It was quite com- 
mon for us chaps to have photos of 
stars on our kit cupboard doors, but he 
had d portrait of General Rommel 
stuck to his. Now. Rommel was on OK 
guy as Nazis went, but most of us had 
Allied faces on our pin-ups and female 
faces at that, so one day we said to Sidi. 
“How come Rommci?" or words to 
that effect. .And he said. "You want me 
to stick up a picture of Vera Lynn 
instead? What do you think I am? 
Some kind of pervert or something?" 
1 often wonder what he meant by thaL 
Your; etc. 

From Captain Frederick “Fred” 
Falmouth 

Sir. I was in the Salvation Army for 
many years, rising to the rank of cap- 
lain before I was invalided out in NSl 
idler being struck by a doughnut dur- 
ing the Totnes Christmas Women’s 
Institute riots of that war. but that’s 
another store, and I cannot remem- 



MILES KINGTON 


ber anyone ever bothering about our 
sexuaforien ration. 1 remember once 
Colonel Thomas “■Tambourine" Tin- 
tern saying to me. “You may hear 
people mock our uniform. Frieda, but 
General Booth knew what he was 
doing when he designed it. He knew 
that nobody would ever fancy anyone 
in a Salvation Array uniform and 
there would be no hanky panky. 
Care for a drink, dear?" .And he was 
right and there never was any hanky 
panky. although the Salvation Array 
was integrated long before the British 
Army or the Church of England 
come to that, so men and women 
were rubbing shoulders together in 
the Sally Army years ago. so to speak, 
and there was plenty of opportunity, 
as I well remember, but that’s 
another story, and so is the reason 
that Tommy called me Frieda and not 
Freddy. 

Yours etc. 


From Major-Genera! Arthur 
“Artie" Crutwell 

Sir, 1 think everyone is asking the 
wrong question. They shouldn't be 
asking whether gays should be allowed 
in the Army and Navy. They should 
be asking whether heterosexuals 
should be allowed in. After all. it’s the 
straights that cause all the trouble, all 
the Saturday night drinking and 
woman-chasing and whoring and 
fighting - and that's just peace-time! 
Who do you think declares all the 
actual wars and enjoys all the Rambo 
war stuff? Not gays," that’s for sure. 
Gays have far too much taste to get 
mixed up in serious carnage. Carnage 
is not style, sweetie. In any case, if you 
ban gays from the services, who do you 
think is going to pul on all the shows 
and bring a modicum of artistry to 
these otherwise dreadful institutions. 
Have you seen the Cenotaph? Heav- 
ens, what a mess. Have you looked at 
those uniforms? Too, too dread fuL 

Yours etc. 

From Mrs Ninette “Ninny" 
Carstairs 

Sir, Incidentally, why do we always 
begin letters to the paper with the 
word “Sir"? What happens if the edi- 
tor is a woman? Slick that in your pipe 
and smoke it! 

But the reason 1 wrote was to say 
that I have no experience of Army life 


except through the world of art, and 
recently I was taken to see a revival of 
Pmxues on Parade, and well! All I can 
say is that if that is anything like the real 
Army, there weren't any heterosexuals 
in it at all - they were all “bumbqys", 
to use the inelegant phrase tossed 
around by Peter Nichols's characters! 

The play depicts Army life in 
Malaya m about 1948. Now, as I recall 
homosexuality was illegal in England 
m these days, so every refatiorsbip por- 
trayed on stage was against the law. 
Would it not be possible even now to 
prosecute Mr Nichols for portraying 
illegal acts and inciting young men to 
wish they had done the same in 1948? 

PS. why do we nse the phrase 
“stick that in your pipe and smoke it”? 
It is a very male-oriented phrase. So 
stick that in your handbag and lose it! 

Yours etc 

From General Sir Oscar Tango 

Sir. I object to all the easy stereo- 
types depicted in these letters. Oh yes. 

it s all too easy to make the usual camp 

jokes, bul we soldiers are just as much 
individuals as anyone else, and to dis- 
miss us as butch, testosterone-fitted 
macho killers is plain s%. 

Got you there, didn’t I? You 
thought I was going to talk about gav 
stereotypes, didn’t you? Well, thm 
proves my point. Whatever ft was. 

Yours etc. 1 


in a multi-faith society is to allow 
any religious grouping with suf- 
ficient supporters and funds the 
same status. Conservatives would 
probably come round to the view 
that the relinquishing of the sta- 
tus was after all the lesser evil. 

Would such divorce of our 
schools from inculcation of "faith 
and morals" expose the “quagmire 
of relativism" which Mr Vallely 
presents as the nemesis of bank- 
rupt liberalism? liberalism is not 
without values; among them are 
open discussion and openness to 
the depth and diversity of religious 
and moral teaching. These values 
would be best served by ending 
our historic, Christian-biased and 
now hopelessly unserviceable con- 
fusion of private religion with . 
public education. i 

D BNimmo 
Wolverhampton 

The menace of 
power lines 

Sin Tim Dennis points out that 
we need not worry about the high 
voltage in our television sets 
because if is DC (letter, 4 
March). The point I was hoping 
to make was that we get very wor- 
ried about high voltages when the 
wires are visible, but do not when 
they cannot be seen. 

The evidence of any link 
between leukaemia and electro- 
magnetic fields is slender. But 
that does not mean high-voltage 
power lines are mce neighbours. 
No one so far seems to have 
thought of the psychological 
effects of these things. 

Hlgh-power lines exude a feel- 
ing of menace. Some people 
find the march of the towers 
across the landscape menacing. 
The crackle of leaking electric- 
ity is audible in wet weather. 
Children have to be warned that 
they must never get near them.. 
What happens if a wire breaks 
and comes down across the 
house? 

High voltage lines may not be 
the direct cause of illness, but 
they cause a degree of fear in 
those who have to live under 
them. It is time that was recog- 
nised. 

Dr Arthur Tarrant 
Twickenham. 
Middlesex 


Why Blimps fear 
military gays . 

Sin As the debate over gays in the 
armed forces continues (“Soames 
pledges to defend forces' ban on 
gays”, 5 March) the arguments 
put forward by those against 
would indicate a serious lack of . 
character among the personnel of j 
Her Majesty’s armed forces-There I 

will be gays in the serviceable j 
argument is as to whether people I 
should be permitted to be “open" : 
about their homosexuality. 

One main argument against is- 1 
that it would lead to abreakdown 
in discipline. Has any such break- 
down been observed in the armed 
forces of those countries such as 
Australia and Holland, where 
gays are allowed to serve? Are we 
to assume that the personnel of 
HM forces are too immature 
and uncertain about their own 
sexuality to cope? 

Finally, it is the great conceit 
of heterosexual men that gays are 
“after them”. They can rest 
assured that this is a fallacy, the 
vast majority of gay men are just 
not interested in them. 

I suspect that opposition to 
gays comes from the blimpish old 
guard who remain at the top at 
the MoD. The younger genera- 
tion are far too well adjusted and 
comfortable with their sexuality 
to perceive any threat from work- 


Robert Read man 
Sandbanks, Dorset 


Royal Collection 
belongs to us 

Sir Jennifer Miller is quite mis- 
taken in thinking that the few 
Items -on view in various places 
from the Royal Collection (Let- 
ters,'* March) is in any way ade- 
quate; may I remind her that the 
vast majority of the “Royal" col- 
lection belongs to the state. We 
axe the state. The whole collec- 
tion should be available toeveiy- 
cme for viewing. 

'VVe are not all in the fortunate 
position of being able to afford to 
getinto aich “bastions of culture” 
as Hampton Court and Windsor 
Castle. AH :“rqysn residences 
charge exorbitant entrance prices. 

- .Mark Llewellyn 
London SW1 


Sri ProfessorCajsweff has posed 
the question (Letters, 5- March) 
that I had hoped on e Of your sd- 
ence writers would address, in 
your excellent series. The ques- 
tion .“where is the-bi£ bang?” is 
hot difficult - It is indeed all 
around us. Questions about 
where it was, and hence “where 
is the middle?” are unanswerable 
in the three-dimensional sense 
thatmost of us experience. 

Some readers may recall E A 
Abbott’s book FUtthmd - A 
Romance in Two . Dimensions. - 
Flatlandeis tivedin a Hat two- 
dimensional world and could not 
imagine “up” and “down”, but 
only the pointeof the compass in 
their world. .However, .what if 
their fiat world was the surface of 
a large sphere? Such a surface 
would not have a “middle", 
though it could have expanded 
. from a point, rather like a balloon 
being blown up. A Flatlander 
anywhere on this expanding sur- 
face would observe objects m his 
universe to be receding, and 
would perceive himself to be in 
the “middle". Thanks to relativ- 
ity, we now have to accept that 
our simple three-dimensional 
space is similariy curved, and it 
no longer makes sense to talk 
about a middle. 

I still find it baffling myself; 
though! 

Dr R S Lowrie 
•- Oxford 

Sin Your series on astronomy 
demonstrated - our smallness ' 
compared to the size of the uni- 
verse in much the same way as an 
article on microbiology might 
convey onr largeness, compared 
to the size of an atom. But to pro- 
ceed from the relative sizes of 
< chunks of matter to foe. existence 
of God is far from il l am m ating, 
relying as- it does oh emotion 
I rather than reason. How big or 
small are big and small things 
permitted to be ' before size 
denotes whether or not they were 
designed and created in the first 
place? 

Tin a theist because the idea of 
Nothing exploding with a bang 
(of whatever size Hs unscien tific. 
This notion of “First there was 
Nothing - then it .exploded^” 
imposes a greater strain on my 
credulity than anything found in 
the Book of Genesis. As does the 
absurd notion that human per- 
sonality (mind, emotions, vrifl) 
was once latent in a -cloud or a - 
puddle. 

I suggest that a safer due as to " 
our place in the scheme of things 
may be found in the words of 
Samuel Johnson. "touching on the 
wisdom of Socrates, he com- 
mented: “The innovators [scien- 
tists) whom I oppose .seem to 
think we are placed here to watch 
the growth of plants or the 
motions of stars. Socrates was 
rather of the opinion that -what 
we had to learn was how to do" 
good and avoid eviL” . 

Norman Ltitler. 

Crewe- . 


Testing time for 
Ford Fiestas ’ 

Sin Further to your article, “Fcad 
withdraw 200,000 Fiestas’' .{X - 
March), ft occurred to -me . that * 
the affected cars are six orseven r - * 
years old and- rigring that - time :-- .. 
'mnsthav&beensirigeetfla at least 
three. MOT tests.;, .'.-v.-"' 
fc it itotof^o^cbncem that . 
cars with suspect seattkdte ; ares 
apparently able to passstrccessive. . 
MOTk? "?>"._■> ;* . •; r : - J-v . 
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The lessons of a double tragedy 


Caroline Beale was the victim of mental illness and a system that put polities ahead of justice 

iJCuSSo^h^tTs'h^^le Jte&i 


we know about menial disease and 
bow easy it is for psychiatric illness to 
be misrepresented as evQ intent And 
that is doubly tnie of such illnesses 
during pregnancy. 

Caroline Beale returns home 
tomorrow without having to face a fur- 
ther stretch in jail but she carries the 
stigma of a felon. Tb secure her release 
she had to plead guilty to manslaugh- 
ter despite the expert diagnoses of 
wodd-renowned psychiatrists who said 

she was very sick when her new-born 
baby Medina New York hotel room. 
She was arrested in September 1994 
as she boarded a plane bound for the 
UK. The dead baby’s body was inside 
a shoulder bag. Tvo days later she was 
charged with murder. She spent eight 
months on remand in Rikers Island 
Penitentiary, and a further eight on 

bafl living with a church family in the 

New York borough of Queens. 

When I first met Caroline Beale, 
now 31, she was in jail and clearly suf- 
fering from a severe mental disorder. 
She shivered and cried. She could 
barely form whole sentences and when 
she tried to talk about her dead baby 
she was reduced to incoherent stam- 
mering. People tike Caroline Beale are 
cursed twice. They have a crippling 
disease but they must also contend 
with society's belief that they are fak- 
ing, (hat the gruesome performance of 
twitches and wild looks is a charade. 

That is how Caroline Beale was 
treated by the American authorities. 


bon, without a lawyer present, she was 
addressed as though anything she 
said was a lie. Maybe the problem was 
that she wasn’t crazy enough for the 
US authorities. If she had rolled her 
qres and lolled her tongue she may 
have fitted more closely our picture of 
madness, but mental illness during 
pregnancy is so much more subtle than 
that. 



Thousands of women every year 
suffer psychosis during pregnancy. 
Experts such as Professor Chartni 
Kumar at the Maudsley Hospital, 
where Caroline will be treated, say 
post and antenatal depressions are the 
least understood of mental illnesses 
and often receive the least public 
sympathy. 

Dr Margaret Spine lli agrees. An 
eminent New Yore psychiatrist, she 
has seen Caroline Beale twice a week 
since January 1995. She says society 
expects pregnant women to be happy 
and radiant. “Mental illness still car- 
ries a profound stigma and that is dou- 
bly so when the victim is a pregnant 
mother. Look at the hwagres of mother- 
hood in commercials and glossy mag- 
azines - we believe a woman should 
be delighted to be pregnant When her 
pregnancy makes a women mentally 
ill our belief system cannot cope. We 
assume the mother is the definition of 
eviL” 

The New York prosecutors who 
handled Caroline Beale’s case have 
got their pound of flesh, the district 
attorney wiD be able to add another 


With more official 
help, she may have 
avoided the need to 
plead guilty 


guilty plea to his statistics. Yet both 
Kumar and Spinelli concluded that she 
was suffering from a major and sig- 
nificant psychiatric illness that meant 
she was not responsible for her 
actions. Their assessments were avail- 
able more than a year ago. Why didn’t 
Caroline Beale go free then? 

“This was a political case as well.” 
a source inside the DAs office told me. 
“We couldn’t go too easy on her. She 
was white and middle class. We get 
baby-killing cases all the time but the 
perpetrators are usually black or His- 
panic and we give them a realty hard 
time. It would not have been politically 
acceptable to let Caroline walk with- 
out some kind of guilty plea.” 

So Caroline Beale was psychotic 


and white - what chance did she have 
that her case would be handled at face 
value in the US courts, where money 
and political calculation often out- 
weigh justice? Of course, had Caroline 
Bcaie been black or Hispanic 1 doubt 
that she would have walked free. Her 
original court-appointed lawyer 
advised her to plead guilty and accept 
15 years in jail. Without'his replace- 
ment, the charismatic Mike Dowd, she 
would have had little media attention 
and she may now have been in prison. 

Not that we have grounds to be 
smug. The consulate in New York was 
exemplary, giving genuine and effec- 
tive help. But despite repealed pleas 
from her parents, the Foreign Office 
barely lifted a finger. Her parents, who 
financed her defence by using their life 
savings, wrote to the Prime Minister, 
the Foreign Secretary and local MPs. 
ail of whom received summaries of 
psychiatric reports. 

The replies were polite but useless, 
of the “we don’t interfere in internal 
workings of other countries” type. 
How gutless. This was a British citizen 
in as much distress as the victim of a 
serious traffic accident or a mugging, 
yet nothing was done. 

With more official assistance Car- 
oline Beale, officially ill by any defin- 
ition, may have avoided the heed to 
plead guilty in open court to killing her 
baby. 

Which leaves that other puzzle: 
why did nobody know that this woman 
was pregnant? Where were her friends 
and relatives when she needed them? 


This is an aspect of the case that 
Americans, especially women, find 
most puzzling. One explanation seems 
plausible. Above all, Caroline Beale 
and her baby were victims of “British 
reserve” - that insidious sickness 
which makes us all reluctant to intrude 
or even inquire about the emotions of 
others. 

Caroline Beale’s friends and rela- 
tions all told me they had noticed 
changes in mood and behaviour dur- 
ing what we now know was her preg- 
nancy. When asked why Lhey didn't 
press her for explanations they almost 
all said: “I didn't like to pry” or 
“Thai's not the kind of thing you talk 
about.” Yet unless the British learn to 
talk more about their emotions there 
will be other Caroline Beales and sim- 
ilar tragedies. Psychiatric illness has 
soda] as well as biological causes and 
the often suffocating nature of British 
relationships did much to trap Caro- 
line Beale inside her own sickness. 

Tomorrow Caroline Beale will 
arrive back in London accompanied 
by her lawyer and her New York psy- 
chiatrist. She will be taken directly to 
the Maudsley Hospital in south Lon- 
don for treatment. Her traumatic Al- 
ness leaves a once-healthy baby dead 
and a young woman who has suffered 
damage, the scale of which is vet to 
be fully assessed. 

Professor K umar hopes that Caro- 
line Beale's time at the Maudsley will 
teach us more about mental illness dur- 
ing pregnancy*. That may be the only 
good thing lo come out of this case.’ 


. My life with Michael Howard 


Derek Lewis tells Polly Toynbee of the revelations that could threaten the Home Secretary 


U warns briskly that he has hot gone quietty, 
far from it This month his case for wrongful dis- 


missal starts in the High Court, with a demand 
for the discovery of Home Office documents that 
he believes wiD prove highly embarrassing to the 
Home Secretary. 

Speaking openty about the case, hedaims that 
revelations in the documents could amount to 
a bundle of smoking guns and a couple of cases 
of hand grenades. They would expose the pre- 
cise ways in which Michael Howard and his min- 
iisteis involved themselves in the minutiaeof the 
%tlay-io-day running of internal prison matters, hi 
the Commons, Michael Howard declared that 
he set the policy and Was not responsible for 
operational matters. As a result, the buck 
stopped with Derek Lewis, who was summarily- 
fired last October (following Sir John Leannont’s 
report into the Whitemoor and Parkhurst 
escapes), and not with the minister who stayed 
firmly in place. _ . 

The papers will throw light into some murky 
and controversial corners concerning the ques- 
tion of just how much “arm’s length'’ indepen- 
dence the Prison Service -a much heralded Next 


Steps agency, supposedly beyond the daily con- 
trol of the Home Office -realty has. Lewis is call- 


ing for the minutes of meetings which, he says, 
will show how he was summoned virtually every 
day to the Home Office by one minister or 
another interfering in operational matters. In 83 
days. 1,000 briefing documents were called for 
by ministers. He says,- “Most of them originated 
with a story in the press which the minister 
wanted to respond to for political reasons.” 

Lewis gives some graphic examples of min- 
isterial interference. Documents, he says, will 
show that the Home Secretary personalty inter- 
vened in the question of where Private Lee 
Clegg was held, following an embarrassing, 
right-wing press campaign to free him. He 
claims that for political reasons Howard wanted 
Clegg moved to an open prison. Ministers are 
not supposed to recommend preferential treat- 
ment for prisoners. 

Lewis says the papers will show that ministers 
challenged’ the punishments meted out to par- 
ticular prisoners — a matter that is the sole legal 
prerogative of prison governors. He says, “In a 
«ki» where one prisoner had telephoned the 
media, a minister intervened to try to get a 
Rougher p unishm ent imposed on him.” Home 
leave decisions for individual prisoners are, by 
statute, decided by the governor, but again, 
Lewis claims, Howard intervened. He also 
claims there was interference in the disdplmmg 
of staff, when the minister wanted someone fired. 

AH these and much more, Lewis says, win be 
revealed in court. After all, be knows exactfy what 
papers xo ask for, because he was there at toe 
meetingsand party to the correspondence. On the 
matter of his own sacking, he believes Michael 
Howard made the decision arbitrarily on bis own. 
“The Home Seaetaty’sdecisjan to dismiss me was 
against the very strong advice of others m the 
Home Office, including the board and its non- 
executive directors.” He will ask for the minutes 
of all meetings and directions given to General 
Lcarmont by Howard in the course of drawing 
up the report tb3r fed fo Lewis’s downfall- 
‘ In the Commons Michael Howard defended 
his decision with a quick stiletto stab between 
the ribs, claiming Lews’ complaints were merely 
“the spleen ofa Liner man”. Lewis replies U I am 
not bitter", tor he wants justice, plus some 
£75,000 in compensation^ 



Derek Lewis: be claims that Howard wanted Private Clegg moved to an open prison for political reasons 


Photograph: Tony Buckingham 


Civil Service observers are amazed that the 
Home Office has taken this case so far down the 
line. There are many who presumed that the 
Home Secretary would rapidly settle out of court 
and face a lesser embarrassment rather than full 
tfisclosure of these sensitive documents. 

Derek Lewis is an. unlikely rebel- He seemed 
a strange choice for the prisons job wfaeb he was 
head-hunied, in 1993, from die chairmanship of 
UK Gold, the satellite TV station, to which be 
has returned. Appointed somewhat high-hand- 
edly by the then Home Secretary. Kenneth 


was a gleam in the eye that suggested he might 
agree, not an improper word passed his lips. 

Now he blisteis with criticism of the danger 
in which Michael Howard is placing the creak- 
ing prison system, with longer sentences and a 
return to gross overcrowding. This, it must be 
said, is intellectually a tricky balancing act. On 
the one hand, he points out that he did a first- 
rate job, meeting every performance target he 
was set (and iherefore’earaed his as yet unpaid 
bonus). He broke the back of the Prison Offi- 
cers’ Association and abolished their Spanish 


Howard may yet decide it would be wise to pay the £75,000 
compensation - the cost of keeping 38 in jail for a month 


Clarke, the First Division Association, the top 
civil servants’ union, protested vigorously. Now 
they are defending him with equal vim. 

Lems has been through a Damascean trans- 
formation. I first met him when he was safety 
ensconced as director of prisons. He had sum- 
moned me for a private briefing following a fairly 
abusive artide I had written. As deep background, 
non-attributabty and off the record, he told me 
in total confidence what a super job he was doing 


practices. He cut violent assaults by 10 per cent 
and escapes by 83 per cent. On the other hand, 
it seems, he was efficiently administering what 
he knew to be a disastrous policy. 

Now, like Cassandra, he stands outside the 
prison walls shaking his fist and warning of the 


conflagration to come, an eruption of brimstone 
that mav soon engulf the Home Secretary. 


and how jolty well the prisons were performing. 
I prodded and goaded him about the Home Sec- 
retary's “Prison Works” po&y- a soaring prison 
pop ulatio n combined with finan ci al cuts. If there 


that may soon engulf the Home Secretary. 
Month by month prison numbers continue to rise 
- a prisons press officer confirmed raLher jaun- 
tily yesterday, “Yes, it’s at an all-lime high! This 
week it stands at 53,357,” as if it were the roll- 
over jadcpoL That number is 25 per cent up. 
nearly 10,000 more than when Howard took 


office, all due entirety to his personal policies. 

Each prisoner costs nearly £2.000 a month. To 
pay for it, two weeks after sacking Lewis, 
Howard cut back the prison service tty 15 per 
cent over three years, cuts that Lewis fears wfll 
lead to an explosion as prisoners are locked up 
for long hours, without education or work. “Pris- 
ons only work with the consent of the majority 
of prisoners. It is a dangerous and difficult bal- 
ance,” he warns. “And there is absolutely no evi- 
dence that longer sentences mean less crime.” 
When Derek Lewis’s case comes to court, the 

3 uestions will have to be answered. Where does 
le buck stop? Who is accountable? What is the 
precise dhision between “operational” and 
“policy” matters? Does it amount to anything 
more than subterfuge? Now you see Lhe minis- 
ter, now you don’L In the wake of the Scott 
report, when civil servants face disciplinary pro- 
ceedings while ministers escape punishment, this 
case may prove an added embarrassment. 

The First Division Association says Howard 
has been strongly advised by his officials to set- 
tle, but he is reluctant. If he pays out the per- 
formance bonus due to Lewis, he will have to 
admit that Lewis met all his targets and his sack- 
ing was an arbitrary act. 

In the end Mr Howard may yet decide it would 
be wiser to pay up the £75,000. After all, that’s 
only the cost of keeping a mere 38 people in 
prison for a month. Fbr a roan paying out tax pay- 
ers’ money to keep an extra "10,000 as Her 
Majesty's guests, that is peanuts. 


T he Law Commission’s new rec- 
onHnendations,™iblishcd vester- 


1 oiiHnepdations.pilblished yester- 
day. creating a new criminal offence 
of “’corporafe lrillnK” are well-moti- 
vated fait mk gniriwf 

In circumstances- where corpora- 
tions cannot be imprisoned, only 
^eckwiiM isproposed adds very fit- 

already in ^nJndttiie 

Health & Safety Execusive’s power to 
shut dowhabn^riessth^pbsesaseri- 
rrns risk of injury, andrelated poweis 
to order improved safety practices. 
This is backed-np.by the threat of 
prosecution, hefty fines amf even 
imprisonment of direclors or man- 
agers for repeated disregarding of for- 
mal warnings. Furthermore, the 


Safety first, last and always 


Department of Thule & Iwtasuy can 

seek the disqualification of unsafe 
directors 1 ' from taking any part in the 

nf VllltinfiSS. 


ANOTHER VIEW 


David McIntosh 


STLdequate in recent year^ 
* V-Jaicd calls to restore and 
Se&bUities-Ai.pi^ntft 

o^ualificadon 
rarely ^ 


(only once, to ray knowledge, in three 
mid "a half years) and yet thousands of 
directors have been removed for fis- 
cal mismanagement, which has not 
put any lives at risk. Adding a new 
criminal offence to an already over- 
staffed statute book may do more for 
lawyers’ pockets than for safety. The 
better way forward is to encourage 


management to become more safety 
conscious before the event. 

Most disasters are the result of years 
of sloppy practices and ignored warn- 
ings. what is needed is legislation 
requiring all companies to put their 
safety record (including details of warn- 
ings and prosecutions) on public view. 
By this means, safety failures could not 
be swept under the corporate carpel 
until disaster strikes, and the public 
could compare safety records, as well 
as prices, before purchasing. Bad safety, 
just like bad financial performance, 
would have to be publicly justified or 


remedied. Lives would be saved. 

This idea was the main Ihrust of the 
Corporate Accountability Bill, which I 
prepared and my firm put forward 
more than four years ago, to govern- 
ment, opposition, the HSE, the TUC 


and employer groups. Putting safety 
records in the public domain was 


records in the public domain was 
broadly welcomed but not pursued. It 
is still needed. This reform is outside the 

Law Commission’s remit, but it is well 

within the power of the Government. 
Will it act before yet another disaster? 


I7ie writer is a senior partner of Dtn’is 
Arnold Cooper, which has been 
invoked in legal actions resulting from 
the Piper Alpha oil platform explosion 
and Hillsborough disaster. 




Plot to steal the 
‘Crown Jewels’ 


Labour’s republicans want a tame 
figurehead tainted by party 
politics, says Tristan Garel-Jones 


S o Ron Davies, Shadow Welsh 
Secretary, wants a republic: 


v3 Secretary, wants a republic: 
so. it seems, do a substantia] 
number of the Parliamentary 
Labour Party. Labour is already 
putting forward a raft of pro- 
posals for constitutional change 
in Britain, so it is hardly sur- 
prising if there is suspicion that 
abolition of the monarchy may 
be part of their hidden agenda, 
or ai least a hope for the future. 

But we should be grateful to 
Mr Davies, forbidden as he is by 
Tony Blair to do so. for speak- 
ing out so frankly. It is no crime 
to" advocate a republic and it 
does provide us with an oppor- 
tunity to pose a few questions. 

There seems to be a consen- 
sus among Mr Davies and his 
fellow sans-culoltes that they 
would not want an executive 
presidency along the lines of the 
United States or France, which 
happen to be two of the most 
successful expressions of repub- 
licanism. That would take away 
power from the House of Com- 
mons. And we can't have that 
What they are after is a sym- 
bolic presidency - a presidency 
that would inevitably be con- 
trolled tty the party machines. 

We are invited to trade in 
one symbol for another. 1 think 
we are entitled to ask what kind 
of new symbol we are being 
offered, and why. 

We are (old that a republic is 
more in keeping with the times. 
But is it? I wonder if anyone on 
the Labour front bench could 
name the president of Ger- 
many, Finland, Greece or Aus- 
tria? No doubt they are ail 
extremely worthy, btil no one 
outside their countries knows 
who they are. A state visit from 
our Sovereign attracts more 
popular, commercial and polit- 
ical interest abroad than would 
a visit from President Davies. 

Presumabty our new presi- 
dent would be elected- Would 
the term of office be fixed or 
coincidental with a general elec- 
tion? Would anyone be entitled 
to stand? Screaming Lord 
Sutch. Major Hewitt, Gazza? 
One assumes a device would be 
used to discourage frivolous 
candidates for the presidency'. 

The bottom line is that there 
would be three candidates. Tbiy 
(Sir Edward Heath), Labour 
(Mr Peter Shore) and a Liberal 
Democrat. As with local gov- 
ernment elections, the result 
would depend on the electoral 
cycle. The symbol of the nation 
is thus tossed recklessly into the 
world of party politics. 

Now there is nothing inher- 
ently unclean about party poli- 
tics. But much of what is good 
about Britain functions un- 
touched by party consideration. 

The Royal Society for the 


Protection of Birds, the 
National Trust, the Treoncln 
Male Voice Choir, the London 
Library. Britain in Bloom, the 
Royal Opera House, the Mac- 
millan Nurses, St Andrews Golf 
Club, The Watford Citizens' 
Advice Bureau: aJJ of these do 
credit to Britain and to those 
who are part of them. .Ml would 
be taimed in some way if they 
were creatures of politics. 

And so it is with the symbol 
of lhe Nation. 

For three years I came into 
moderately regular contact with 
the Sovereign. Like most politi- 
cians, I came to believe lhai 
what I was doing politically 
was important and al times. I 
confess, I found roval duties a 


Could they name 
the president of 
Germany, Finland, 
Greece or Austria? 


bit of an intrusion. But I suspeci 
that most people might think 
that it does government minis- 
ters no harm to have to take 
(rouble over someone who 
stands above them, whose 
authority derives from a source 
different from their own and 
who owes nothing to any party. 

What would we make "of Pres- 
ident Shore? It would be him 
today, of course. Citizen Heath 
would stand little chance at this 
point in the electoral cycle. I 
have the good fortune to know 
Peter Shore and hold him in 
high regard, but most of the 
50 per cent of the population 
w'ho would have voted against 
him do not enjoy that privilege. 
Europhiles would be as horri- 
fied as would Europhobes have 
been by President Heath. 

The truth is that neither Peter 
Shore nor Ted Heath, serious 
front-rank politicians, would 
lend themselves to becoming the 
nation’s senior Rotations. The 
post would become a part of the 
coinage of political patronage 
handed out by the whips as a 
pay-off to a worthy second-rank 
politician who never made il. 

Republicanism in Britain is 
an attempt by those who 
believe that party polities is 
the only ball-game in town to 
take over and debase an insti- 
tution that stands for the whole 
country' in a way no political 
party can ever aspire to do. It 
is stealing the figurative Own 
Jewels of Britain. 


The writer is MP for Watford and 
was Minister of State at the 
Foreign Office. 1990-95. 


M How to Look Sexy. 
Make Friends and 


Manage Your Boss" 



"The ubiquitous media doc has done it yet again: this 
time turning his talents for producing sparkling gems 
of information in rapid-fire sequence to the field of 
body language and private habits. As always, he 
makes his subject both personally relevant and of 
practical use. Here’s how to judge people by the bags 
they cany or the cars they drive, plus how to 
manipulate your doctor, appear sexy or make a rival 
uneasy and a host of other tips loo. Once you start to 
browse you would have to be a hermit not to find it 
utterly unpuidownable" 

(The Good Book Guide) 


Contents include: 


• 3 ways lo tell when someone is lying 

• 7 signs (hat someone is interested in you sexually 

• 8 giveaway signs of nervousness 

• 6 ways to tell if someone is bored 

• 20 ways to look sexy 

• 12 ways to look like a winner 

• 10 ways to be a successful interviewee 

• 11 ways to negotiate successfully 

• 10 ways to avoid being mugged 

• 8 ways to manage your boss 

• 16 ways to deal with aggressive people 

• 22 ways to gel power over people 

• 4 ways to make people like you 

• and much much more! a c, 


To order your copy send a cheque or postal order for 
£9.95 (payable to Publishing House) to: People 
Watching Sales Office IN 22 , Publishing House. Trinity 
Place, Barnstaple, Devon EX32 9HJ- Post and packing 
is FREE. Your book will be despatched within 28 days. 
Money back guarantee - simply return within 28 days of 
receipt for a full refund if not delighted. 
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Blow to PowerGen as bid mastermind quits 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

John Ren nocks. PowerGen's 
dynamic finance director, is 
unexpectedly to quit his post in 
a move which will shock the 
industry. Mr Rennocks is the 
mastermind behind the gener- 
ator’s proposed £l. q 5hn 
takeover bid for Midlands Elec- 
tricity. now in the throes of a 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission investigation. He is ex- 


tremely highly rated among his 
peers and in the City. 

His departure, which will be 
seen as a severe How to the com- 
pany. is not expected to take 
place until after the company an- 
nounces its results in May. 
POwerGen is thought to have be- 
gun the search for a replacement 
to Mr Rennocks. who has seen 
the company through the vari- 
ous stages of privatisation, an 
ambitious expansion drive and 
two share buy-backs. 


One source said yesterday: 
“He has had a Midas touch. He 
has done some pretty shrewd 
things and driven the company 
in the right direction. Pan of the 
glitter of FowerGen is down to 
die fact that he has done a good 
job." 

Another said: “The City peo- 
ple who have heard this might 
happen are appalled at the 
prospect." 

The decision to leave is 
thought to have been taken fol- 


lowing the recent appointment 
of a new managing director, 
Deiyk King, former head of 
IQ's polyester business. Mr 
Rennocks is understood to have 
stated his desire for a change 
having guided PowerGen 
through the early years in the 
private sector. But it is unclear 
where he intends to go. Mr Ren- 
nocks is on a two-year rolling 
contract at PowerGen. with a 
basic salary of £175.000. 

There is speculation in the 


City that Mr Rennocks has 
dashed in some way with Ed 
Wallis, the chief executive, who 
is moving into the chairman's 
role when Sir Colin Southgate 
leaves after the annual gener- 
al meeting in July. 

The upheavals at the compa- 
ny emerge at an extremely sen- 
sitive time. The MMC is due to 
report on the Midlands bid. and 
that of National Power for South- 
ern Electric, by 22 March. A gov- 
ernment response may not. 


emerge until the end of April, 
which means that PowerGen 
must decide its next move just as 
the main architecht of the orig- 
inal bid prepares to take his feare. 

The bids lapsed when Ian 
Lang, President of the Board of 
Trade, referred them to the 

MMC, saying each raised com- 
petition concerns in electricity 
generation and supply. The de- 
cision shocked the companies 
because it was in sharp contrast 
to his clearance of five earlier 


bids, including that for Manweb 
by Scottish Power, which is also 
a substantial generator. 

PowerGen now feces a time 
of enormous change in the 
market, with further takeovers 
and mergers of regional firms 
expected and an anticipated 
consolidation of tbe industry. 
There is also the prospects a 

Labour government with a 
stated intention of imposing a 
windfall tax on- utilities. That 
aside, it is unclear what ap- 


proach Labour will take to reg- 
ulation of thedectrid^rseetor: - 

share to nu- 

clear power and independent 
gas-fired generators and is ex- 
panding overseas. On Monday it - 
announced the AS2.4bn acqui- 
sition with partners of "a gener- 
ating plant and coal mme in- 
Australia. Tbe company's own- 
equity investment in YaJfourn 
Energy is £20Sm and gives h'a - 
45 per cent stake! 






signals way for 
media mergers 


r c iVjr — -^r-- 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 


The Government yesterday 
cave a bright green light to the 
current wave of mega media 
mergers when it said that the 
C?bn marriage of United News 
& Media and MAI would not 
be referred to competition 
authorities. 

The mercer, which has been 
approved by United’s share- 
holders. is now awaiting ac- 
ceptance by shareholders of 
MAI. the nominal takeover 
target under the structure 
agreed for the deal. 

.An MAI spokesman said yes- 
terday: "We are very encour- 
aged by the level of acceptances, 
and are very comfortable that 
the merger will go through 
within Lhe next few weeks.” 

The announcement from the 
office i >f Ian Ling, the President 
of the Board of Trade, was fur- 
ther confirmation of the Gov- 
ernment's intentions to 
encourage a wholesale consol- 
idation of the newspaper, tele- 
vision and radio markets, with 
the aim of creating British me- 
dia "champions" able to com- 
pete globally. 

The merger of Lord 
Stephens' United publisher of 
the Express newspapers and 
Lord Hollick’s MAI. owner of 
the Meridian and Anglia LTV 
licences, was unveiled early Iasi 
month, in advance of the pas- 
sage of the new Broadcasting 
Bill, now being debated in the 
House of Lords. 

Under the new. relaxed rules, 
newspaper publishers and tele- 
vision companies will be able to 
own each other, in a bid by the 
Government to give British 
companies the same advan- 
tages that already accrue to 


global media players such as Ru- 
pert Murdoch's News 
Corporation. 

MAI and United unveiled 
their merger months before 
the new rules were scheduled to 
be passed into law. The two 
companies used a controversial 
'■warehousing" structure under 
which UBS. the merchant bank, 
would control 50 per cent of a 
company set up to hold the Ex- 
press newspaper titles, thereby 
permitting MAI and United to 
avoid the current ban un cross- 
media ownership. 

The warehousing concept 
has been used by other media 
companies to get around own- 


% of all viewing 
12 months to 30/11/95 


BBC1 

BBC2 

Channel 4 

Central 

Carlton 

Granada 

LWT 

Tyne Tees 

Yorkshire 

Anglia 

Meridian 

HTV 

Scottish 

Ulster 

Westcountry 

Grampian 

Border 

Channel 

GMTV 

BSkyB 

Cable and other 
satellite services 

total 


100.0 

Source: I7C 


Cadbury wins 
£10m in Lottery 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

Cadbury Schweppes will fuel lhe 
increasingly vocal opposition to 
lhe National Lottery today 
when lull-year figures reveal 
that it has recovered 3n £11.5m 
investment in the game within 
its firsi year of operation. 

Analysis expect the drinks 
and confectionery group to an- 
nounce a profit oE more than 
£l0m from its 22.5 per cent 
itake in Cameloi. the Lottery's 
organiser. In lhe current year its 
return is expected to jump 
again to aboul £!5m. 

'll will he lhe latest contro- 
versy in Cadbury ’s involvement 
with" the Loiter,. Last month a 
row erupted between Cadbury 
and a group nf retailers, in- 
cluding J Sainsbury. which de- 
manded an Oriicc of Fair 
Trading inquiry into Came lot’s 
use of Cadbury’s retail database 
in awarding the first round of 
10.000 terminals. 

The retailers claimed that this 
discriminated against non-Cad- 
bury customers. Cameloi denied 
anv link existed between 


whether a shop was awarded a 
terminal and whether it was a 
Cadbury' customer. 

The unexpected success of 
the Lottery means it has proven 
a bonanza for the five compa- 
nies that originally invested in 
Cameloi - Grech. De La Rue, 
Racal, ICL and Cadbury. All ex- 
cept ICL have 22.5 per cent 
stakes, with the computer giant 
holding just 10 per cent. 

Although the investments 
have provided Lottery-style re- 
turns for the five companies, 
their defenders point out that 
the slakes were far from risk- 
free. When the money was put 
into Cameloi. it was far from 
clear that the consortium would 
be selected to run the Lottery. 

Attractive though the return 
is. the cash return to Cadbury 
is actually a lot less than the no- 
tional profit. Camelot paid out 
a £9 5m dividend last year, of 
which Cadbury's share was just 
over £2m. It is anyway fairly in- 
significant in the context of 
pre-tax profits for the year to 
December which are expected 
to show a ltl per cent rise to 
about £5 25m. 
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ership rules, most recently by 
Granada, which took its stake 
in the ITV licence holder York- 
shire-Tvne Tecs to 25 per cent 
last month. 

The Government yesterday- 
approved the MAI-United 
warehousing scheme as well, a 
decision that is likely to en- 
courage other media companies 
to use similar shareholding 
structures. 

The spotlight has shifted to 
Carlton Communications, 
Michael Green's media com- 
pany. It had been lipped to 
make a merger-busting bid for 
MAI, following a £1.8hn debt- 
raising exercise last month. But 
it has since ruled out interven- 
tion in the MAI-United mar- 
riage. and is expected to acquire 
one or more of the remaining 
■‘independent" ITV companies. 

HTV. licence holder for Wales 
and the West, is a leading can- 
didate for takeover, according 
to media analysis. Under the 
terms of the new Broadasting 
BDL companies can control as 
many ITV licences as they wish, 
provided they do not control 
more than 15 per cent of the to- 
tal television audience. 

Carlton could easily buy 
HTV and still be left with room 
to expand further. 

Scottish Television, which 
yesterday unveiled sharply high- 
er profits for 1995. is also con- 
sidered a takeover candidate. 
However, its future will de- 
pend on its two main share- 
holders, the US-cootrolled 
Flextech and Mirror Group, the 
publishing company that owns 
43 per cent of the Independent. 
Sharply higher profits for 1995, 
announced yesterday, could re- 
vive speculation about the fu- 
ture of the Scottish company. 

Comment, page 17 



Award-winner: Higher sales of programmes including 'Taggart’ helped to produce a surge in profits at Scottish Television 

STY ponders its own Scottish empire 


Scottish Television is con- 
sidering plans to create an all- 
Scottish media empire as a way 
of retaining its independence in 
the face of roeger mania in the 
UK television sector, writes 
Mathew Hors man. 

Ultimately, the licence-hold- 
er for Central Scotland could bid 
for Grampian, the ITV franchise 
in northern Scotland, for Scot- 
tish newspapers and for a stake 
in Scottish Radio. The plan has 
been discussed with S'lV’s ma- 
jor shareholders. Flextech and 
Mirror Group, both of which 
hold 20 per cent of the shares. 


It is believed that Flextech. 
would support the saJe of Scot- 
tish's 2 0 per cent bolding in 
HTV the licence-holder for' 
Wales and the West, m order to. 
generate additional cash to 
launch the all-Scottish expan- 
sion. Carlton Communications 
is tipped as a potential bidder 
for all of HTV. 

Andrew Flanagan, chief ex- 
ecutive of STV, said: “Certain- 
ly the idea has merit.'' He 
added: “The opposition has 
said its aim is to move toward 
devolution, so there will be a 
role to play for Scottish media 


companies." A Flextech insid- 
er said: “You can imagine how 
powerful an all-Scottish media 
company could be.” 

• Mr Flanagan said he had re- 
ceived no approaches from po- 
tential bidders, although be 
conceded that the new Broad- 
casting Bill had generated spec- 
ulation about the future of 
STV He declined to rule out ac- 
quisitions south of the border, 
including a bid for HTV, al- 
though the two 20 per cent 
shareholders are believed to be 
against any such move. 

The news of STVs further 


Scottish aspirations emerged 
. as the company unveiled sharply 
higher pre-tax profits for 1995 
of £20.2ra. up from just £2m a 
year earlier. The improvements 
were the result of cost-cutting, 
higher sales of programmes like 
the awardwinning Taggart series 
to ITV and other broadcasters - 
and the lack of extraordinary 
items that had helped depress 
earnings in 1994. 

STV also announced plans 
yesterday to launch a cable and 
satellite channel aimed at Scot- 
tish expatriates living south of 
the border. The new television 


service may be launched in 
partnership with Flextech, which 
packages and manages tbemed 
channels for cable networks in 
the UK. The company has also 
had conversations with BSkyB, 
the satellite broadcaster 40 per 
cent-owned by Rupert Mur- 
doch, aimed at securing carriage 
on the Sky fretwork. 

Mr Flanagan also said a new 
television channel. Glasgow 
Live, was likely to be an- 
nounced within weeks, in con- 
junction with Minor Group, 
owner of LtveTV, the London- 
based cable channel. 


BA prepares to take on Virgin over rail link 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

A fresh row looks set to erupt 
between British Airways and 
Virgin over government fund- 
ing of the £3bn Channel Tunnel 
rail link, which is to be built by 
a consortium including Virgin. 

British Airways said yesterday 
it was investigating the possibil- 
ity of taking legal action over tbe 
£1.4bn government support for 
the link's construction. 

Richard Branson's Virgin 


group has a 17 per cent share 
in London & Continental, 
which was awarded the contract 
to build the link between Lon- 
don and Folkestone. As pan of 
the deal L&C has also been giv- 
en the British share of the loss- 
making Eurostar train service, 
which Tt will take over in April 
and expects to turn into a high- 
ly profitable operation. 

Yesterday Robert Ayling. 
BAs chief executive, said the 
company would be looking to 
see if the support for the link 


deal broke European competi- 
tion regulations regarding state 
aid for transport projects. 

"We shall be studying the rail 
link issue and if there is a major 
case of state aid which in anyway 
contravenes the £U rules, then 
obviously that's something we 
wiould be worried about I would 
be concerned if subsidies were be- 
ing used illegitimately to enable 
tail operators to compete unfairly 
with airlines, but at present I 
don’t know if that is the case.” 

The airline has been highly 


critical of state funding by the 
French and Spanish govern- 
ments for their state airlines and 
is currently challenging the de- 
cision on Air France in the 
European courts. 

BA and Virgin are still locked 
in a legal battle in the US over 
British Airways’ “dirty tricks” 
campaign, about alleged poach- 
ing of transatlantic passengers 
from Virgin using computer 
information from the ticketing 
system. 

Mr Branson has said that be in- 


tends to make the high-speed Euf 
rostar trains into “the best service 
in the world” and he also planned 
to “give the airlines a good run for 
their money” on the route. 

He ridiculed BA's move yes- 
terday and said: “What non- 
sense! It’s especially rich 
coming from BA which was giv- 
en Concorde on a plate with ail 
its costs written off by the gov- 
ernment, as well as extensive 
rights to Heathrow and Gatwick 
which would be worth millions 
on the open market” 


Virgin argues that tbe state 
aid to build the link is not com- 
parable with the subsidies being 
paid to toe European airlines to 
stay in business because the 
construction costs area one-off 
payment- Much of toe aid is also 
destined to support domestic 
services between Kent and Lon- 
don, which will also use the link. 
Already this year Eurostar 
expects to cany 4 million pas- 
sengers on its Buis route, more 
than the 3225 milli on which the 1 
airlines carried last year. 


BP overhauls performance benefit plan Setback for US 

IP has embarked on a far- but from thi*= year it is expect- market prices for John Browne, year rolling basis with perfor- A /Jl "IT" 

caching reform of perfor- ed to include a further 250 Lhe chief executive. Sir David Si- mance criteria measured over X d/Uv/ VxLXl/ IIUUCl^ 


BP has embarked on a far- 
reaching reform of perfor- 
mance-related benefits that tvfll 
result in 330 senior managers re- 
ceiving up to 40 per cent of their 
salary in the form of shares, 
writes Mary Fagan. 

The scheme replaces the 
share options programme for 
almost all those involved and is 
expected to be measured against 
much more stringent criteria. 

At present the long-term per- 
formance (LTP) plan includes 
only the top 80 executives in BP 


but from this year it is expect- 
ed to include a further 250 
people on salaries of about 
£60.000 to £75,000 and above. 
City sources said yesterday that 
on the criteria seL these indi- 
viduals could earn 40 per cent 
of their salary annually m shares 
but that the likely average 
would be 20 per cent. 

An earlier scheme, which 
operated over five years, ends 
this year and according to some 
City analysts could yield shares 
worth £1 2?m or more at current 


market prices for John Browne, 
the chief executive. Sir David Si- 
mon. chairman, could be award- 
ed shares worth more than 
£700,000. 

In all cases those awarded 
shares under this earlier scheme 
must be held for at least five 
years. 

The extension of the LTP 
plan, which is likely to be an- 
nounced within weeks, is in- 
tended to boost BP’s 
performance against other oil 
majors. It will run on a three- 


year rolling basis with perfor- 
mance criteria measured over 
that period. Shares awarded 
for each performance period 
must be retained for a further 
three years. 

Those involved have ac- 
countability in terms of business 
units as well as a series of re- 
sponsibilities including ener- 
gising and streamlining 
operations and enabling confi- 
dence and creativity among 
staff. 

Comment,- page 17 
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DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

Hopes that interest rates will fall 
in the US later this month re- 
ceived a setback yesterday from 
stronger-toan-exjpected figures 
for manufacturing orders. - 

The disappointment held Wall 
Street back from setting a new 
record after its 63-point surge to 
5,600.15 on Monday, but econ- 
omists said there was still a 
chance that toe Federal Re- 
serve would reduce rates after its 
26 March meeting. Figures for 
February employment, due on 
Friday, are likely to be decisive. 

The Dow Jones index, which 
last week hit a high of 5,630.49, 
was four points lower at midday 
yesterday, having retraced an 
openingjump. Snares in Lon- 
don ended subdued after a 
buoyant start which took the FT- 
SE 100 index to a intra-day 
record of 3,792.5, although 
most analysts still firmly expect 
a cut in UK' interest rales at the 
end of this week. 

The FT-SE 100 index finished 
the day neariy nine points high- ' 
er at 3777.1, just fom points shy 
of its dosing all-time high. Gilts 
fell slightly, following the lead 
of US Treasuries. 

Germany’s Bundesbank is 


also expected to ease policy,- * 
with 28 March seen as toe most 
likely date. Shares in Frankfurt 
ended lower yesterday. 

The adprft behind yesterdays 
volatility in the markets was an 
unexpected increase in US fac-- ' ‘ 
toty orders and orders for ." 
durable goods in January. Meet ■ 
economists had expected them 

to fcQ as a result of foe blizzards 1 , 

that month. 

Brian Fabbri, economist at 
the investment bank Paribas m ■ 
New York, said: “The expecta- 
tions were more affected by the - 
weather flian toe figures, turned . 
out to be." He said on balance 
it stfll looked like toe economy - 
was uncomfortably weak in the : 
first quarter of the year. Neworr _• 
deis for factory goods rose 0. 5 . • 
per cent in January, their fourth 
increase in six months.- ■- 
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over £300? 
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0800 600 800 
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Tfiis merger is merely 
the marriage of two 
quite traditional sets 
of businesses. Tired 
newspapers and 
monopoly terrestrial 
television do not 
make exerting 
bedfellows' 



The same old media story, only slightly bigger 


r Tbe Ifafl-blazing merger between MAI and 
X United News & Media now looks a sure 

rft a [ e YP I 'eces yet to fell Into 

P lace - The shareholders of United have 
passed it overwhelmingly, while early indi- 
cations from MAI shareholders, who must 
tender their shares to United, are that it wfll 
The Government obliged yes- 
terday with affirmation that the merger wifi 
not be referred to the Monopolies and Mere- 
ers Commission. Ian Lang. President of the 
Board of Trade, also gave the green light to 
^ controversial “warehousing scheme” 
used by the two companies to get around 
cross-media ownership ruies. 

The problem, of course, is that the merger 
looks no more convincing now than when it 
was announced early in February. The clear 
winners will be Lord Hollick of MAI, who 
seems to have kept his company out of the 
clutches of the dreaded Michael Green, and 
Lord Stevens, who could not convince any- 
one to buy the ailing Express titles and was 
obliged to seek a partnership in order to 
retain the City’s confidence. 

This merger does not create the kind of 
media giant the Government wants to 
encourage— integrated companies with the 
abihCy effortlessly to expand into new media, 
pay -TV, interactive services and the like. It 
is merely the marriage of two quite tradi- 
tional sets of businesses. Tired newspapers 
and monopoly terrestrial television do not 
make exciting bedfellows. 

The really bright combination would have 


been Carlton Communications and MAI. to 
create a big. southern-based ITV super- 
region, generating plenty of cash to finance 
new media acquisitions. 

With MAI now stuck with United, and 
talking meekly about cross-promotion of 
new television ventures in the pages of the 
Express, the much-hyped consolidation of 
the ITV sector will' be far less radical. We 
will probably get Granada/LWT taking on 
Yorkshire-Tyne Tees and Carlton taking on 
HTV (and maybe Scottish). The liuie players 
will be mopped up along the way. 

Not much reward for all the effort, and 
certainly not enough to prepare for the next 
radical phases of change in the media: frag- 
mentation of the television audience, the 
growth of digital TV, the introduction of 
direct-to-home Internet via cable and the 
like. 

Worse, there are no signs that any British 
company will emerge "from this strong 
enough to take on the world. No embryonic 
News Corporations or Disneys or Timc- 
Warners are being moulded. Just slightly big- 
ger versions of the same old story. What a 
missed opportunity. 

Odds are on a cut 
in US rates soon 

T^iguring out what is happening to an econ- 
1/ omy - which economists like to dignify 
with the term conjuncture! analysis - is dif- 


ficult enough at the best of times. In the case 
of the US it has become almost impossible. 
The Federal Government shutdown result- 
ed in a double whammy thai hit spending 
directly in December and also delay ed most 
of the important economic statistics. Then 
nature intervened in the shape of unusual- 
ly foul weather in January. 

These distortions coincided with a period 
of slowdown that was already difficult to 
interpret. As in Britain, most signals from 
manufacturing have pointed to sharply 
weaker growth. The housing market has 
been in decline for several months - and now 
faces higher mortgage rates, which are 
Linked to long-term market interest rates in 
the US. Inflation has remained subdued, lb 
confuse matters even more, late last year the 
Commerce Department began to publish 
new r estimates of GDP which showed far 
lower growth than on the old basis. 

On the other hand, the unemployment 
rale has been steady for about a year and 
consumer spending has held up pretty well 
as the economy has slowed. .And some fig- 
ures, like orders vesterdav. suggest that the 
underlying picture might not be too bad 
anyway. 

What will Mr Greenspan make of all this? 
The Fed chairman is famous for his skill and 
appetite for scrutinising the minutest details 
of the statistics. His recent Congressional 
testimony showed that the Fed Is not fore- 
casting a’ recession. Like many other econ- 
omists. Mr Greenspan appears to think there 


will be a recovery from the current phase of 
weakness. 

He gave few clues as io whether he 
though! this recovery would need the stim- 
ulus of another interest rate reduction or 
not. leaving the financial markets jumping 
up and down in reaction to every- new sta- 
tistic. But the odds arc on a cut in the key 
Federal Funds rate at the end of March for 
two reasons. One. inflation looks extremely 
tame. Two. the canny Fed chairman would 
like to keep the economy ticking along nicely 
in Presidential election year. He will want 
to avoid the danger of having to make con- 
troversial derisions as the November poll 
dale draws nearer - especially as job cuts 
have already become a campaign issue. 

The right way to 
award share options 

S hare incentive schemes equal fat cals 
equal unbridled greed. That is the com- 
mon perception of the use of shares as a re- 
ward at the top in British companies, and in 
some cases it is perfectly accurate, as the 
snouts in the troughs at some of the priva- 
tised utilities testified. 

However, the Greenbury report on exec- 
utive remuneration took pains to spell out 
last year that shares can actually be a use- 
ful way of paying people as long as the 
method is worked” out property and fairly. 
Old fashioned share option schemes have 


their defenders, but the utility scandal gave 
them a bad name because of the way they 
often reward for the vagaries of market move- 
ments. Even before Fast year's events the 
mood among remuneration specialists had 
already swung towards outright gifts of shares 
as a simpler and more effective incentive. 

The key principles, according to Green- 
hury. are that shares should not be awarded 
in excessive amounts: they must be held for 
at least three years: and there should be be 
"challenging performance criteria." prefer- 
ably measured against a peer group of com- 
panies. Bui the report could have gone fur- 
ther and spelled out the need for boards to 
spread the largesse around more widely than 
their own pockets to create a sense of a fair- 
ness in their companies. 

This does not mean going as far as Asda 
in handing share options to the checkout, 
girls. But !he wider and deeper the incen- 
tive scheme is in a company the more likely 
it is to work internally and to be seen to be 
acceptable to the outside world, including 
institutional shareholders. 

BP's chairman. Sir David Simon, was a 
member of the Greenbury committee. The 
company's new incentive scheme extends the 
award of shares to more than 3U0 managers 
and sets targets based on the performance 
of seven other oil majors so it only pays in 
full when BP's shareholder return equals or 
beats the best. If the utilities had been as 
scrupulous, we would never have had the 
row about top pay in the first place. 


BT ‘must give up market share’ 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

The fall in telephone prices in the 
UK over recent years is unlike- 
ly to be sustained unless BT is 
forced by the regulator to give 
up some market share, accord- 
ing lo National Utility Services, 
a leading consultancy. To achieve 
this, telecommunications regu- 
lation needs to be radically over- 
hauled, the consultancy said 
yesterday. 

The latest report from NUS 
concludes that BT must be 
forced to relinquish, market 
power if competition is to sur- 
vive and that policy so far has 
failed in that respect. It warns 
that continued tough price con- 
trols do more harm to BTs ri- 
vals than to the company itself 
and are bad for competition in 
the long term. 

An NUS survey of call 
^charges for UK business shows 
Filial bills have fallen substan- 
tially but questions whether 
the downward pressure on 
prices will continue in the long - 
term. 

Andrew Johns, NUS director, . 
said an entirely new look at reg- 
ulation was needed.. In the 
short term, tighter price controls 
on BT hit. rivals, who were 
forced to follow suit At the 
same time the price-cutting 
helped BT to maintain market 
share. 

Mr Johns said BT should be 
forced to reduce market share 
to perhaps as little as 40 per cent 
by having to maintain prices 
above a certain level until true 
competition was intoduced. A 
similar approach, he pointed 
out. was used successfully with 
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British Gas, which was forced 
to publish and stick To price 
schedules for certain groups of 
business customers. 

At present BTstiD hasa 90 per 
cent market share in spite of the 
150 rival operators in various sec- 
tions of tne market Mr Johns 
said the ‘'paradoxical notion" that 
tighter price caps suppress com- 
petition was explained by BTs 
financial muscle. 

“The telecoms, giant can 
absorb lower prices dictated by 
price restrictions, but its rivals, 
who must follow suit and drop 
prices in order to stay compet- 
itive, are unable to sustain the 
reduction in revenue as their 
margins become eroded." 

He said that in the US, the 
government “kept AT&T at 
bay" when the market opened 
bv limiting its price cuts so that 


competition could flourish. 

The report comes as the reg- 
ulator, Don Cmicksbank, pre- 
pares his decision on the future 
of UK lelecomminucations reg- 
ulation. A new regime must be 
devised to take effect when the 
current price caps expire next 
year. 

Mr Johns said: “I am amazed 
Of tel has so far taken this ap- 
proach - focusing on price caps 
but not taking a look at the bal- 
ance of the market as a whole.” 

The NUS survey of business 
customers shows that in the 12 
months to February, interna- 
tional call prices fell by 21 per 
cent. National call charges 
dropped by 10 per cent, making 
the UK the cheapest place of 10 
countries surveyed in which to 
make a long distance call. 

Local call charges dropped by 



Price-capper: Don Cruickshank is preparing his decision 
on the future of telecommunications regulation 


1 1 per cent but Britain still re- drop of nearly 36 per cent be- 
mains around the middle of the cause of increasing competition, 
league. In Germany prices fell by 30 per 

Globally, American cus- cent while in Sweden and Bel- 
tomers saw the biggest fall in in- gium prices slid by 23.4 per cent 
temationai call charges with a and 15 per cent respectively." 


Hutchison franchise deal 
takes BhS into China 



Growth plans: Storehouse chief Keith Edelman 


NIGEL COPE 

Two of Britain's leading retail- 
ers have announced plans to ac- 
celerate their international 
expansion. Tesco is spending 
£77ra buying two supermarket 
groups in the Czech Republic 
and Slovakia. Meanwhile Store- 
house has signed a franchise 
agreement with the Hong Kong 
giant Hutchison Whampoa to 
develop BhS in the Far East. 

Tesco ’s deal strengthens its 
position in Central Europe. It 
already operates 45 stores un- 
der the Tesco name in Hungary-, 
and last November bought a 76 
per stake in Savia. which has 36 
stores in Poland. 

Tesco is buying the two com- 
panies from KMart and ex- 
pects to complete the deal in 
ApriL The two companies con- 
trol 13 stores with combined an- 
nual sales of £l40m last year, of 
which food accounts for ’a third. 

Tesco said that the deals 
would enable it to grow both its 
food and non-food businesses in 
Central Europe; the economies 
of both the Czech Republic 
and Slovakia were forecast to 
grow by 4-5 per cent Ihis year. 

Storehouse has signed an 
agreement with Hutchison 
Whampoa's retailing division 
AS Watson, to open the first 
branches of BhS in the Far 
EasL Initially it plans to open 
two branches in Honk Kong and 
Shanghai, with plans for others 
in China and Taiwan. 

Storehouse’s international 
operations are becoming a sig- 
nificant factor in the group's de- 


velopment and now accounts for 
6 per cent of group sales. 

BhS now has 5H franchised 
branches in 12 countries, main- 
ly in the Middle East and South- 
ern Europe, including Spain 
and Greece. Mothercarc has 
112 outlets in 2 1 countries. It has 
a strong presence in the Far 
East, particularlv Japan. Singa- 
pore and Hong Kong. 

In May BhS will open its first 
hranch in Moscow and Moth- 
ereare will open its third. Moth- 
ercare also has openings 
planned for Manila. Brunei and 
the Lebanon. 

Storehouse said it was work- 
ing on other deals that would 
rake the company into new 
markets but declined tu be 
drawn on details. Chief execu- 


tive Keith Edelman said: “We 
see the expansion of our in- 
ternational franchise network as 
a very important part of our 
strategic growth plans. By the 
end of next year our interna- 
tional business should be ap- 
proaching 10 percent of group 
turnover.” 

Last week Storehouse paid 
Boots £62.5m for Childrens 
World, the out of town childrens 
stores which it plans to convert 
to the Mothercarc format. The 
company says it plans lo stick to 
two main divisions. Its smaller 
Blazer menswear formal is seen 
as non-core but is making mod- 
est profits. 

Storehouse shares jumped 
9p to 329p. Tesco shares closed 
2p higher at 2SU ip. 


IN BRIEF 


Drug hews boosts British Biotech shares 


British Biotech, the fledgling pharmaceutical group, saw its stock 
market value soar by £155m to £1.3bn yesterday, after the City 
responded well to the latest news of its Marimasiat anti-cancer 
drug and marked its shares up by 272p to £23.20. The number 
of patients involved in phase II trials has more than doubled to 
over 400 since November, although the dosage has been cut The 
companv also announced it had started pre-clinical tests on a new 
treatment for multiple sclerosis, code-named BB-3644. British 
Biotech's losses for the nine months to January were ait from 
£17.9m to £15m and the cash balance stood at £77m in January. 


^ehe bid set for UK scrutiny 

The European Commission looks set to hand back scrutiny of 
the £65Cmf bid bv Gehe of Germany for Lloyds Chemists back 
to the UK authorities, paving the way for referral to the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission. A source at the Commission said that 
once the British Government makes clear itsreasomng on the 
bid “it should make sense” to hand it back. The rival bid from 
UniChem was referred to the Monopolies Commission last week. 

Business failures up 11% 

Business failures increased by 11 per cent to 181 in Febmaryeom- 
pared with 161 in January, according to the 
Joitte '& Touche. However, the firm said the figures were 
relatively -stable compared with last year Md *«£**™ a de- 
clining trend: In February' 1995, there were 176 failures. 

Airbus seeks share of $6bn deal 

.Airbus Industrie, in which British Aerospace is a 

that it is negotiating a share of an order with Intentional Uase 

Finance for aircraft wrath Sfthn. to be split jwith Jl® « 

atkms are also under wav with several other "potential 

for itsA330*10Q model launched last November. 

Profits soar at Inspec 

Inspec said it' expected 1996 to be a year of consolidation and 
organic growth-after reporting a 179 per cent jump in pr I 
£34.> fartet^.Fomergpart of BP's 
sion. Inspec has doubled in size in little more than a . 
buying the oilgroup^; Antwerp site for £S0.4m. 

Canadian deal costs M&S £15m 



looks at French titles 


E N1AP confirmed if is interested ta buying two French magazin^ 
Top Santeand.Telestar.'A spokesman said: "It is 
en its position m*he French magazine market that EMAr is in 
teresred in the titles. But no deal has been finalised yet- 


French car makers warn Lucas 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

Lucas Industries, tipped to take 
a stake in the French car com- 
ponents maker Valeo, could 
face opposition from France's 
two motor manufacturers, PSA 
PSugeot-Citroen and Renault. 

The car makers have warned 
they might stop doing business 
with \faleo if it fell into foreign 
bands. Lucas is one of several 
companies rumoured to want to 
buy Carlo De Benedetti's con- 
trolling stake in Valeo, thought 
to be worth about £5 00m. 

Jacques Calve E chairman of 
PSA, yesterday told reporters at 
the Geneva Motor Show that if 


he did not like the takeover he 
would progressively hall pur- 
chases from Valeo. “And that is 
final," he said. 

Mr De Beneditti owns 2S per 
cent of Vftleo but controls 42 per 
cent of the voting rights. Lucas's 
chief executive. George Simp- 
son, recently forecast a wave of 
mergers in the car components 
sector, but the company yes- 
terday declined to comment 
on the Valeo speculation. 

Mr Calvet said he wanted to 
see French ownership of Vhleo. 
the country's largest parts sup- 
plier and Europe's second 
largest. “I want Vhleo to remain 
French. I wfll do everything to 


ensure that," he told Reuters 
news agency'. 

The chairman of state- 
controlled Renault. Louis 
Schweitzer, said he would be 
alarmed if a change of VaJeo's 
ownership affected its rela- 
tionship with his company. 

The Peugeot group and 
Renault are Video’s two biggest 
clients, accounting for arou nd 35 
percent of its sales last year, worth 
more than Fr25bn (£3Jbnl. 

Lucas would need a huge 
rights issue to fund a Valeo pur- 
chase, and the company may 
also attempt to raise money by 
selling its aerospace division. 

Meanwhile, in Geneva yes- 


terday, the president of General 
Motors Europe forecast that un- 
employment and the poor eco- 
nomic’ outlook would depress 
car sales across the coniineuL 
this year. 

But GWs European opera- 
tions would command the 
largest tranche of the group's 
capita] expenditure over the 
next five years, with Opel re- 
ceiving about S6.3bn £4.2bn) 
and Vauxhall. the UK division, 
about SI bn. 

GM is also believed to have 
reached an agreement with 
Sweden's Investor to refinance 
iheir jointly-owned car maker 
Saab. 


Bluebird plans £10m 
share buy-back 


Credit Suisse six win 
case over notice time 


NIGEL COPE 

Bluebird Toys, the Polly Pocket 
and Mighty Max toy group, an- 
nounced a fall in profits yes- 
terday alongside plans for a 
£10m" share buy-back. 

The company currently has 
£34m of net cash and win be seek- 
ing shareholder approval to re- 
purchase the shares. A 
spokesman said: ‘There is no 
point in spending the money on 
buying dud toy companies. The 
toy market now is ail about 
power brands and you can't just 
buy those." 

Bluebird had a tough year in 
1995 as its popular Mighty Max 
range of boys’ toys ran out of 
steam and Minn and the Goo 
Goos performed below expec- 
tations. However the fall in 
profits was in fine with expec- 
tations and the shares fell only 
6pto311p- 

Pre-tax profits for the year to 
December feJJ from £19.7tn 
last year to £ 17.8m this time. 


Sales were also down 12 per 
cent to £S7m, though the divi- 
dend was increased by 12_5 per 
cent to 6.75p. 

The Polly Pocket girls’ range 
performed strongly as did Peter 
Pan, despite dull trading in 
many markets. The Peter Pan 
range will shortly include elec- 
tronic diaries and other hand- 
held electronic toys under the 
Bluetech name. 

Bluebird has recently signed 
deals with MaLtei and Whit 
Disney to develop miniature 
play-sets featuring Disney char- 
acters. It has also signed deals 
with Hasbro for a Batman 
range and Marvel for Spider- 
man toys. 

It has high hopes for a new 
idea called Space Monkeys, 
which will be launched this 
year and. is based on an ani- 
mated TV programme. Captain 
Simian and the Space Monkeys. 
Bluebird expects only limited 
sales this year but larger vol- 
umes in 1997. 


CLIFFORD GERMAN 

Nine private client stockbrokers 
who resigned from Credit Suisse 
Asset management last August 
over what they called a clash of 
cultures, and were immediate- 
ly sent on “gardening leave' - 
which prevented them working 
during their notice period, have 
won the right at a High Court 
hearing to start work immedi- 
ately with their new employer, 
James Capel. 

Although six were on 12- 
month contracts, which are 
common in the City’- notice is 
usually worked in full or part. 
The Deputy Judge, Mr David 
Steel, ruled that their skills 
could begin to atrophy if they 
were unable to work anywhere 
for a full year as Credit Suisse 
demanded, and six months was 
the maximum reasonable peri- 
od for gardening leave. 

If the judgment is upheld, it 
could set a precedent in situa- 
tions that are becoming in- 


creasingly common. But Mr 
Steel also ruled that restrictive 
covenants in die nine contracts, 
preventing the individual bro- 
kers from having contact with 
clients they had dealt with at 
Credit Suisse for up to 12 
months, are enforceable. 

This ruling means that up to 
700 private clients who have 
transferred their business from 
Credit Suisse lo James Cape! lo 
stay with their long-standing ad- 
\isers could be denied access lo 
them for a further six months. 
The nine stockbrokers have 
launched an appeal which is due 
lo be heard in about a fortnight. 
Credit Suisse also has the right 
to appeal against the ruling on 
garden leave. 

The appeal will he held in 
open session and is expected to 
bring into the open details of the 
clash of cultures, which re- 
placed traditional broker-client 
services and single fees with a 
centralised system with multi- 
ple charging structures. 



An 7 page appointment 
section covering vital 
issues in accountancy, 
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THE INVESTMENT COLUMN 

EdUf<i in Tom Stevenson 


CRH shows how well it pays to be single-minded 


CRH learned its lesson in Ihe 
early 1980s when exposure to Ihe 
collapsing Irish economy left the 
building materials company high 
and dry. Since then a single- 
minded focus on costs, geo- 
graphical diversity and cash 
generation has yielded an im- 
pressive record of steadily rising 
earnings and dividends through 
thick and very' ihin. 

Figures for the year to De- 
cember showed a second suc- 
cessive year of buoyant growth. 
Pre-tax’ profits jumped 38 per 
cent to Irf 160m. earnings per 
share were 35 per cent bet ter at 
Ir35.hp and the twelfth consec- 
utive rise in dividend: a 12 per 
cent improvement to Tr9.jp. 

In the face of difficult markets 
in the UK and a progressive 
slowdown in the US and Europe 
that was an impressive perfor- 
mance- and confirmation dial 
even in difficult markets quali- 
ty companies such as RMC. 
Wolseky and CRH can make a 
good living. 


One of the most impressive features 
of CRH's growth over the years has 
been the way the company has man- 
aged to expand largely out of inter- 
nally generated cash flow. Despite 
spending Ir£215m on acquisitions 
and capital investment, borrowings 
ended the year only lr£1825m higher 
at Ir£15U.6ra to give an unchanged 
gearing figure of 21 per cent The 
company promises continued high lev- 
els of investment for the foreseeable 
future but analysts think the ratio of 
borrowings to net assets will remain 
broadly unchanged this year as well. 

For investors'" that is a reassuring 
strength in the face of what promis- 
es to be a difficult year. While assur- 
ing shareholders yesterday that profits 
would enjoy another good year of 
progress in "1996, CRH warned that 
it would be unrealistic to expect re- 
cent growth rates to be repeated. 

That translates into forecasts of 
Ir£lS5m this year and Ir£205.5ni next 
time for earnings of41p and 45.6p re- 
spectively. At yesterday's price of 
549p. down 9p. ihe shares trade on a 
prospective price/eamings ratio of 13 


falling to 12 They deserve a premi- 
um to the sectorand, despite their 
strong run since 1992, still have some 
way to run. 

TDG gears up 

for the upturn 

Transport Development, the contract 
hire and logistics group, has been re- 
structuring for half a decade or 


more, but ft has been like mimin g up 
the down escalator. The cutthroat 
competition among supermarkets, 
traditionally the main customers for 
TDG's all-encompassing logistics 
service, has meant that all the sav- 
ings over the years have been hand- 
ed back in margins, which have 
halved since 1990. 

That goes a long way to explain- 
ing yesterday’s pedestrian 7 percent 
rise in pre-tax profits to £36. lm for 


Marta value: £i:97bn, Sari price 640p 
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the year to December. Excluding hiefe hire looks unexciting. Flatfish 
gains and losseson property sales and profits' of £36m this year would put 
other disposals, operating profits the shares, up 3p to 216p, on a for- 
are still well short of the 1991 peak. -ward rating of 13. About right. . 

Given the maturity of the market " . _ 

supplying retailers, last year’s slide QualltV road 
from £225m to £20.6m in profits ^ , - 

from TDG's new consumer division tq** PpnflTRfifOH 
is unsurprising. More worrying was u ^ 

the industrial distribution business. Sales of top-of-the-range cars in the 
This relatively undeveloped market UK rose 30 per cent last year, dwarf? 
for logistics is where the excitement ing the mere 1.8 per cent increase for 
is expected in future, yet mo& of last the market in general. That was 
year's growth there came from one- good news for dealerships like Fen- 
offs. Underlying profits soared from dragon, which specialise in prestige 
£3. 9m to £10.1m. marques rather than volume cars. 

Recent contract renewals have Pre-tax profits were up 18 per cent 
again been at lower margins, but to £1 1.32m, due largely to another 
TDG believes that the downturn has rise in sales of care like BMW Jaguar 
now bottomed out and it is hitting its and Land Rover, 
target 15 per cent rate of return on With luxury manufacturers plan- 
repeat business. Having kept clear of ning to launch new and cheaper rabd- 
the troubles affecting almost every- els this year, including Jaguar's 
one else in the sectorand with 6 per E-Type successor, there should -be 
cent gearing, TDG should be well enough to tempt consumers onto the 
placed to benefit from any further ra- forecourt And Pendragoifs ability to 
tiooalisation of the industry, but it outperform the market -its sales of 
could be some way off and meanwhile EU-made luxury vehicles rose 32 per 
the group's push into plant and ve- cent last year -means carmakers mil 


be willing to award it new franchis- 
es Pendragon mve^edr£8.6m in 
new businesses la^ year and is open- 
ing six pew Volvo deakrrfilps ia 
South London- Increasing^ iBanu- 
fecturere are aBowmg deaferehips to 
operate in. bigger territories, which 
means , firms such as PcndragoR gct 
greater economies of scale. 

After the success of its fiist Hariey * 
Davidson motorcycle franchise; Pen- 
dragon has opened a second show- 
room, which the company said was 
making profits. And its contract . 
hire business achieved a 41 per cent 
rise in operating profit to £5 .6m. 

Industry figures for January sug- 
gest Lharlimny sales for some man- 
ufacturers are falling, although this 
probably has more to do with prod- 
uct cbange-oveis than a fall in the 
market. Pendragon believes tbeup- 
market sector wfll continue to grow. 

Against that backdrop, analysts' 
profit forecasts tor 1996 are between 
£13-2m and £l3.5m- On a forward PE 
ratio of 13 at 287p, up 2p yesterday, 
the rating is not demanding tor a 
quality company. . 
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Scorched earth: The drought showered profits on some parts 


The Lord giveth, and the : 
Lord taketh away. Transport 
Development Group made 
£90,000 by lorrying water to 
the drought-stricken North- 
east via its Linkman sub- 
sidiary last year. Unveiling its 
annual results yesterday, the 
company was forced to admit 
that “the drought which 
helped linkman hindered 
Woodrich, whose major cus- 
tomer, Flymo, experienced a 
sharp fall in demand for 
lawnmowers." Is this a con- 
tra-cyclical strategy in action? 


Joanne Bindle has 
as head of the 


led 

In- 


vestment Authority’s pensions 
unit to head NatWest Life’s 
pensions development unit, 
after just over a year at the 
watchdog. The popular 
Hindle has already held a 
wide selection of jobs in the 
personal finance area - as 
well as being a Coronation 
Street addict 

For instance in 1986 she 
joined the British Insurance 
and Investment Brokers Asso- 
ciation (Biiba) as director of 
financial services. Then in 
1989 she had a brief spell as 
director general of the Market 
Research Society, before be- 
coming chief executive officer 
of LFA Promotions. So that 
makes La Hindle a poacher . 
turned gamekeeper turned . 
poacher turned gamekeeper 
turned poacher. I think. 

And they're ofL Sir Richard 
Kleinwort. a leading light at 
City spin doctors Cardew & 
Co. was distracted from his 
usual job of opmion-fdrmmg . 
yesterday by a racehorse. 
Nefarious is owned by his wife 
Luanda, who inherited the 
nag from her father Bill 
Shand Kydd, a famous nation- 
al hunt jockey of the 1960s. 

Nefarious had a superb 
first season last year, coming 
first at Windsor on Lucinda's 
30th birthday, but then got 
kicked by another horse and 


had to be rested. Yesterday 
Nefarious ran his second race 
this season, the 4.10 at New- 
bury - and came ninth out of 
nine. “Hell need another 
four races before he’s back to 
frill fitness - he still jumps ex- 
tremely welL” Sir Richard 
said gamely last night 

From the boardroom to the 
doghouse in a single week. 

Lord Sheppard of Didgemere 
retired as chairmaa of BAT 
Indutries last Thursday, hav- 
ing reached 62. This Thursday 
he will be helping to choose 
which cat and which dog win 
the 1996 Petplan/Animal - _ 

Health Trust “WAG” Awards. 

There is also a category for 
one person, a “Companion - 
Animal Personality” who has 
dedicated his or her life to - 
looking after animals. Four fi- 
nalists have been picked and 
the winner will receive a prize 
at a ceremony hosted by Noel 
Edmonds. Let’s keep our fin- . 
gers crossed that some, hound 
will take a chunk out of the 
ghastly man’s trousers. 

Sir Michael Ferry, chairman 
of Unilever, was made a 
Commander in the Order of r/ 
Oranje Nassau yesterday by 
Her Majesty Queen Beatrix 
of the Netherlands. Nobody - - 
at Unilever yesterday knew 
quite what the Order was — a 
type of tulip, perhaps - or 
lager? 

They did know however 
that it was in recognition of 
Sir Michael's services “to the 
devejopment of Angle-Dutch 
relations." Congratulations, 
anyway. t 

Not to be outdone, Coun- 
tiy Gardens, a garden centre 
company which was one of 
the first to float on AIM, yes- 
terday won a “Golden Butb” 
award in Amster dam This 
award was definitly about 
tulips. According to the com- 
pany yesterday, the tulips are 
judged “on bulb size rather 
than stem length”. 
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Hanson edges ahead as stories of a big sale circulate 
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Hanson, die out-of-favour con- 
glomerate which has e l ect ed to 
undertake a four-way de- 
mcigti, caught die imagination 
of the stock market as stones 
swirled that a big sale could 
precede the spliL 

The shares edged ahead lp 
to 191 Jp in brisk trading. The 
market has, since the Hanson 
break-up was first envisaged, 
taken the' view that one of its 
most alluring parts, the Impe- 
rial Tobacco interest, would be 
sold before the demerger could 
be completed. 

BAT Industries, the finanri n ) 
and tobacco giant, is regarded 
as the most likely candidate to 
barge in with a bid. 

But the feeling is growing 
that despite the obvious de- 
sirability of Imps, Hanson has 
an even more valuable jewel in 
its crown - its most recent ac- 
. quisition. Eastern Group, the 
electricity company. 

The Americans, according to 
popular belief, are queuing 


for the privilege of taking out 
our remaining independent 
electricity groups. In the past 
week Yorkshire Electricity has 
displayed acute anxieties about 
a US strike. Eastern, which cost 
Hanson £I5bn, could repre- 
sent a much less complicated 
avenue for the Americans than 
shooting for a fully quoted 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 


Stock market reporter 
of the year 


company. 

Hanson has had a torrid 
time since , the four-way de- 
merger was announced. The 
shares have been as low as 
180p- their Tecenl firmness 
suggests the initial reaction 
was too cautious, allowing no 
room for the Hanson spectac- 
ular which his Lordship, even 
in his 75th year, could well mas- 
termind. 

Henderson Crosthwahc, the 
securities house, added to the 
Hanson aura as suggestions 
circulated that it had alighted 
on a 225p break-up valuation. 

The rest of the stock market 
showed signs of wanting to 


move into new territory. Ai one 
time the FT-SE 100 index was 
riding at its highest -ever level. 
23.9 points up at 3.792.5. But 
it all proved too much and by 
the close Footsie was 8.5 
higher at 3,777.3. 

The supporting index, mea- 
suring the 250 shares imme- 
diately outside Footsie, was 
again in rampant form, per- 
haps indicating that the un- 
derlying economic strength 
was rather more encouraging 
than blue chips indicated. The 
250 index was 273 higher at 
43723. 

Hopes of interest rate cuts 
are providing much of the 
market's encouragement lb- 
morrow's Ken and Eddie 


meeting is expected to sanction 
another reduction. 

Trafalgar House was un- 
changed at 4S35p. There are 
signs that the Kvaerner bid 
could ran into trouble in Nor- 
way. At least one Norwegian 
investor with around 1 per 
cent of the capital has ex- 
pressed disquiet over the 
£904m acquisition. The in- 
vestor has pointed out that the 
bid was comfortably ahead of 
many recent estimates of 
Trafalgar's value. 

Two shareholders have de- 
manded a special meeting 10 
discuss the oner but unless they 
can muster 10 per cent of the 
shares behind their call, a 
shareholders' meeting wilJ not. 


under Norwegian law, be 
called. 

Manchester United soared 
13p to a 280p peak on its vic- 
tory over Newcastle and in- 
creasingly speculation about 
television plans. The club said 
it had “no firm plans” to es- 
tablish its own TV channel but 
added that if it did bypass the 
big broadcasters “the money 
potential is tremendous but 
there could be potential 
difficulties”. 

The bio babes had a histy ses- 
sion. led by British Biotech, 
which jumped on more trials of 
its cancer drug. The shares 
gained 272p to 2320p, still be- 
low the peak hit in the last up- 
surge created by the progress of 
its cancer treatment. Chiro- 
sdence added 9p to 266p on talk 
that the long-expected cash rais- 
ing operation was under way. 

Glaxo Wellcome, figures to- 
day. rose 4p to 920p. The mar- 
ket is looking for £ 2,550m 
against £l,899m. 


Acorn Computer shaded 4p 
to 219p. Olivetti, the Italian 
group, has again cut its stake; 
it is now down to 45.9 per cent. 
Co-founder Hermann Hauser 
has also sold shares and his in- 
terest is now 10 3.6 per cent. 

Vodafone rose 53p to 246p, 
with ABN Amro Hoare Gov- 
ett suggesting the sum of the 
parts was more than 300p. 

Nynex. the cable group, 
gained 6p to 11 Ip on contin- 
uing merger speculation: 
TeJeWest, one name in the 
frame, gained 4p to 140p.. 
The raids at Tarmac and Amec 
left the shares lower. Tarmac 
fell 3p to 119p and .Amec 4p 
to 95p. 

Ticketing, the struggling 
leisure group soon to be called 
Hrst CalL returned ai 103p. 
Union Mutual Pension Fund 
has 29.9 per cenL 

Crest Nicholson, the builder, 
held at 74p. Rowan Dartington, 
the stockbroker, estimated 
assets per share at 92p. 


DRoxspur, almost laid low 
by (be disastrous takeover of 
fellow engineer Wills, is 
showing intriguing signs of 
life. The shares of the once 
high-flying group edged 
ahead 05p to 4p. highest 
since November. The bat- 
tered and bruised business, 
ran by Ian Orrock, was 
forced into a £2.?.m rescue 
rights issue at 3p a share. 
The price has since been 
down to 2p. 


OMetal Bulletin, the pub- 
lisher and conference organ- 
iser, jumped 70p to a 773p 
peak following a 30 per cent 
profit advance to £43m. 
Year's dividend is 16p 1 12p). 
It is the eighth year running 
that profits have advanced 
and die market expects this 
year’s out-turn to nodge 
£5m, Emap has a 20.6 per 
cent, acquired at around 
180p a share. 
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Some still are more equal than others 


F eeling proud of your hard- 
earned salary? Possibly, just 
possibly, the job you do and the 
cash you pick up it the end of 
the month fairly reflects the val- 
ue the market places on your dis- 
tinctive talents and effort. But 
don't start celebrating the advent 

of meritocracy yeL The chances 
.are you are stuck at around the 
same rung on the earning lad- 
der as your father was before 
you. Despite the new and fluid 

labour marfceL we ail supposedly 
inhabit, the evidence shows that 
earning power is passed on 
through the family from gener- 
ation lo generation. 

Sir Rocco Forte and Eliza- 
beth Murdoch are obvious cases 
of families perpetuating their 
economic position: Elizabeth 
has just landed a plum job in 
Daddy’s media empire, while Sir 
Rocco ran l until recently) the 
Forte leisure group his father 
builL But these were supposed 
to be the exceptions. Nepotism 
may explain away the huge 
family businesses. "But for the 
rest of us. educational qualifi- 
cations and ability to do the job 
were supposed to be the crite- 
ria for success. Gerry Robinson 
j$ a better role model than Sir 
Rocco in the meritocratic, class- 
less society that John Major 
claims to aspire to, having 
worked his way up from the bot- 
tom to head Granada. 

The trouble is that the evi- 
dence on earning power and 
class status show? that society 
and the labour market are 
rather less mobile than anec- 
dotes about people like Mr 



INDUSTRY VIEW 
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Robinson suggest. Research re- 
leased in January by Howard 
Reed and Paul Johnson at the 
Institute for Fiscal Studies re- 
veals that patterns of poverty 
and affluence persist from one 
generation to another. Over 
half of those whose fathers were 
among the top 25 per cent of 
earners are in the same bracket 
themselves u generation later. In 
comparison, only one in eight of 
those whose fathers were ui the 
bottom 25 per cent of earners 
have made it up the ladder to 
join the top earners today. 

Like other academic evidence 
on the subject. mosL of the 
striking conclusions are about 
men rather than women; 
women's role in the labour mar- 


1 Where the top 25% of 1 
I male earners come from 1 

Father's place 
on the earnings 

Proportion of 
top miners ; 


this category-. 
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4th .. 

.23.3 • 
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ket has chained so much across 
the generations that it is more 
difficult to assess the different 
factors affecting their success. 

In absolute terms things have 
improved since the war. We all 
know professionals and man- 
agers - people like Gerry 
Robinson -whose parents were 
working class. But part of this 
is because there are far more 
middle class jobs available to- 
day than there were 50 years 
ago. An increase in opportuni- 
ties for working class children 
has been matched exactly by an 
increase in opportunities for 
middle class children. Lo rela- 
tive terms little has changed. 

Summarising their academ- 
ic research in the first issue of 
Prospect last autumn, Adam 
Swift and Gordon Marshall ar- 
gue that “more ‘room at the top' 
has not been accompanied by 
greater equality of opportuni- 
ties to gel there". 

Dividing occupations into 
saiariat (professionals, man- 
agers, administrators and high- 
er grade technicians) and 
non-salariat (everyone else), 
they find that the chances of a 
man from a saiariat or middle- 
das background gening a saiari- 
at job are still more than seven 
times greater than those of a man 
with working class parents. 


Bui this alone won't under* 
mine the claim that Britain is 
meritocratic Career success to- 
day does at least largely depend 
on education: the qualifications 
you have count for more than 
anything else in determining the 
jobs you can do. and the level 
of salary you will earn. 

How can it be true that high 
academic achievers in general 
get the best paid jobs, but al the 
same time employees’ fate is af- 
fected by their fathers' occupa- 
tion? There are two obvious 
explanations. First, uncomfort- 
able as it may sound, middle 
class children could be more 
able and intelligent than their 
working class peers. If this is true 
the current distribution of jobs 
and rewards in the British econ- 
omy could be meritocratic and 
efficient. Second, the middle 
classes could be much better at 
making sure their kids benefit 
from education - in which case 
opportunities at an early age are 
decidedly unequal. 

Sussex academic Peter Saun- 
ders is an advocate of the first 
explanation. In research pub- 
lished last December, he found 
that IQ test results at age 11 pro- 
vided a more accurate guide to 
a child's later success than their 
parents' occupation. He argues 
that certain models of inherited 
intelligence would create paUems 
of meritocratic economic mo- 
bility very similar to those in con- 
temporary Britain. 

- But his research does not 
back up his meritocratic thesis. 
Even if he is correct in his as- 
sessment of the importance of 



Fan^'tocl^tHind versus meritocracy: Sir Rocco Forte (left) and Gerry Robinson, protagonists in the recent Forte bid bdffe 


inherited ability, he underesti- 
mates the additional effect of 
family background. After tak- 
ing educational qualifications 
into account, your father's oc- 
cupation can still make a dif- 
ference to your life chances. 

Swift arid Marshall exam- 
ined whether class background 
affects the eventual success of 
people with identical qualifica- 
tions. They find that among 
school leavers who don't get any 
O-levels or high-scoring GCSE&, 
23 per cent of those with par- 
ents in saiariat jobs still make 
it into the middle classes after 
alj, compared with only 7 per 


cent of those whose parents are 
in low skilled and manual jobs. 

Any parent will be aware of 
the different educational op- 
portunities that children can 
face. It may be hard to measure 
with statistics, but it doesn't 
take much anecdotal evidence to 
construct a plausible hypothesis 
that the children of the middle 
classes get extra educational ad- 
vantages. Anyone in a saiariat oc- 
cupation who wants to pass on 
their lifestyle to their children 
suspects that only the very best 
qualifications will be enough to 
secure their children's future. 

Stories abound about the 


parents who search London, not 
just to avoid bad comprehen- 
sives, but to find their child “the 
best’’ school in the region. Or 
about the anxious mum who 
arranges extra after-school tu- 
ition to stimulate her five year 
old. Those with high levels of 
education and earning power 
are bound to find it easier to 
purchase orto arrange the best 
education for their children. 

What the various studies do 
reveal is that the bright and bril- 
liant can make it to the top re- 
gardless of their family 
background. But opportunities 
are dearly not yet equal. Chil- 


dren with average abilities who 
get poor education will nor ful- 
fil their potential. 

Those of us in the top 20 per 
cent of earners need not get too 
smug. Sure, we didn't get where 
we are today through Jhe pure 
power of patronage: education 
and hard work helped. But we 
didn't fight our way up through 
a genuinely competitive labour 
market either. Britain is not a 
classless society yet, but the eco- 
nomic pressure to get the best 
people into the right jobs should 
mean that unequal access to op- 
portunities becomes ever 
harder to sustain. 
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Other Spot Rates 
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suggests a trade-off 


Racing 


JOHN COBS 


-As the odifeagainsr One Man 
tightened for .one Tote-spon- 
serect contest yesterday, the 

allowed to bet on Lotteiy n nn-u 
bers shortened dramatically at 
another Tote event 
One Man’s position at the top 
: of bettingfistsiornext Thurs- 
day’s Cheltenham Gold Cup 
has, of course, been bolstered 
by the injury which has forced 
last year’s Blue Riband winner 
Master Oats, to miss the race! 
Gordon Richards’s grey is now 
as low as 11-10, with William 
: Hill - a price that is easily ir- 


resistible given that he is due to 
throu 


be put through his paces at 
Carlisle racecourse this morn- 


mgand that the weather still has 
sufficient time to deliver un- 
suitabty swampy conditions. 

The bookmakers have a 
longer and more tortuous 
course to complete if they are 
to counteract the Lottery by be- 
ing able to take bets on which 
numbers will come up. 

The suggestion, by Robin 
Cbok, the Shadow Foreign Sec- 
retary, at the Tote annua lunch 
in London, that in the event of 
Labour winning the nen elec- 
tion betting on the Lottery 
would be considered came with 
the proviso that William Hill 
■and Ladbrokes should install 
the Tote Direct termin als that 
enable customers of the Tote, 
Coral and numerous indepen- 
dent firms to bet straight into 
Tbte pools. That extra input 
could, in turn, stimulate pools 


so that a regular million-pound 
payout bet could be established 
to lake on the Lottery. 

“Labour has set up a Work- 
ing Party to examine ways to 
amend the Lottery with book- 
maker-betting on the jackpot 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Knocfcaverry 
(Lingfield &2Q) 

NB: Airtrak 

(Bangor 2.55) 


numbers one of the issues un- 
der consideration,” Cook said. 
“The evidence from Ireland is 
that such a step was successful 
in helping small bookmakers 
stay in business. 

“1 would argue that any mea- 
sure that keeps betting shops 
open and keeps the public com- 


ing through the door is in rac- 
ing’s interests. 

“The enormous interest in 
the Lotteiy across the nation be- 
cause of its large payout has re- 
vealed racing’s failure to attract 
a big enough pool to capture the 
popular imagination. 

“The Tote cannot offer that 
without more outlets. If Lad- 
brokes and FQlls were to drop 
their opposition to Tote Direct 
terminals in (heir shops; Labour 
might be more accommodating 
to (heir desire to bcl on the Lot- 
tery numbers. 

“1 am not suggesting anything 
so crude as a deal. New Labour 
is a gentle, non-threatening an- 
imal. 1 am not confident we 
could go five rounds in the ne- 
gotiating ring with the likes of 
Tom Kelly [of the Betting Of- 
fice Licensees Association]. 1 


am, though, suggesting that 
one positive attitude might pro- 
voke another in response." 

Lord ^-att, the Tbie's chair- 
man, re-stated in the bluntest 
way his outright opposition to 
the British Horseracing Board's 
ambition of taking control of the 
Tote. “In the words of a great 
Lady well known to us all, ‘No, 
No. No’,” he said. 

Wyatt also gave a tip for the 
Gold Cup m Dublin Flyer, but 


Cook, who writes a tipping col- 


umn in the Glasgow Her 
fered words of caution that 
anyone betting at Cheltenham 
would do well to heed. “I firm- 
ly believe," he said, “that the 
Government of Great Britain 
would be in sounder hands if 
every senior politician was ex- 
posed weekly to the ritual hu- 
mOiation of seeing their tips firiL” 


Inside track to a different perspective 


For 95 per cent of racegoers, 
there are only two feasible 
vantage points from which to 
witness the afternoon’s events 
unfold - either the cheek by 
jcwl security of the stands or the 
slightly guilty comfort that lies 
within sight of the TV screen 
in the main bar or the hospi- 
tality cbaieL But for the ad- 
venturous five per cent, no trip 
to the races - particularly next 
weeks Cheltenham Festival - 
would be complete without at 
least one sortie into the vast be- 
yond of the centre of the track 
to watch a race from beside a 
fence or hurdle. 

A few leave the (relative) 
comfort of the terraces for the 
dubious privilege of waving vig- 
orously via the cameras to a 
hawk-eyed relative as the field 
streams over the water-jump, 
but the real outdoor aficionado 
makes the effort because only 
out there can you have any idea 


RESULTS 


LEICESTER 

2W. X. A WINDY CinZEN 04r R «ChsJ 
9 2; 2. Pa ante's Lad 5-1; 3. Freddie Fax 
16-1.15 ran. 100-30 lav Boa Governor, v*. 
20. IMS C H*te). Totre £6.00: £220. £2.60, 
£A3 O. Dual Forecast: £7.00. Computer 
SvalgUt Forecast £24.04. Trto: £74.50. 

2JS0:1-TME ENOUGH (Mr E James) 11 
2: 2. SnrtOT.ua 2-1 fair. 3. WByupMH 9-1. 
H tan. 12. 20. tC Breaks). Tote: £7.40; 
£1.90. £140. £3.70. DP. £636. CSF: 
£17.01 Tncast £94.20. Too: £65.40. Non 
Runners: Down Around i Star Oars. 

3 JO: 1 FUME OTOtENSt {Mss J Oath 
ngil 6-4 Jt f»; 2. Kwnbakte ftembtar 23-. 
2 : 3. Hermes Karwet 6-4 Ji fav. B ran. 5, 
5. ftCummgd. TotK £2.40: £160, £150. 
£110. DF: £450. CSF: £1037. 

330: X. RTDE AGAIN (Mr B Pota*} 9-4; 
2. PratfMte 5-1: 3-WM fltaalon 4-6 tow. 3 
ran. B. 15. (Miss C SaundarSl. Tote: £3 JO. 
OF: £4.10. CSF: £ 8 . 68 . Nonfttnrer. Hemes 
Kanes. 

4.20: 1 HALHAM TARN MrAChato- 
Jonesi 33-1 2- Bosnian 9-1 3. Mlcbara- 
do 2-1 tav. 12 ran. 15. 7. (H Manners). Tow 
119.40: £4.70. £3 JO, £150. OF: £103.40. 
CSF: £256.55. NR: Seustetc Bo y. Tlttr. 
£15490. 

4.50: 1 HOWARUtSUN (UDS Jones) 
6 5 Err. 2. Woodhzy H» 20-1 3- Tantfe 
Baron 10-1 10 ran. 5. 4. (Mis CMsuno 
Hanfrnge). Tote: £160: £ 1 - 20 . £630. 
£330. DF: £2630. CSF: £22.87. Tna 
£94.70. 

Ptwpofc £36.60. Quadpot £12.50. 
Race 8 ; £45 43- Race S: £14.32. 


NEWBURY 

2SJX 1 MR PRBBENT ID Gato0wOl5- 
8 tee 2. Cootnw 5-2; 3. Foote Brand 5- 
2 5 ran. 5 a tf ftWtol. To** £Z5tt £120, 
£L 6 C- DF: £330. CSF. £6.89. 

240: IJUiraC dancer u a McCarthy) 
Evens far. 2. Legtete 33-1; 3. logical Step 
14-1. 13 ran. 2, 5. <0 Sharaeod), Tote 
£LS0: £120. £7.00, £2.00. OF; £44.10. 
CSF: £3530. Too: £91-50. 

340: 1 NEMURO (p HoteyJ 4-1; Z. Si*-. 
Qata Fa flow 15-8 fev; 3. loo Sharp 7-2. S 
ran. i*. 7. {D EJSwonW. Tote: £4.10: 
LL70.il. 60. DF: £4.80. CSF: £1136. Non 
Runner fierce. 

3-40: 1 DO BE SREF (W MerstonJ &-V. 
a. RiHp-c Woody 9-4; 3. Dhtinctnre 15-6 
te.. 8 cm. 3. 9. (Mrs J FWnan). Tote: £4.70; 
£140. £1.70. OF; £430. CSF' £12.99. 

<Lia 3. KAfffHNG CV Lfcnrw 9-4 fervT 2. 
Shmnf* Cross 4-1 3. Mariners Mirror 4- 
1 9 ran. 12. 4. *5 Meflort. TotK £2.40: 
£1.10. £2.00, £170 DF: £3.50. CSF: 
£1106. Tncesc £30 05. Tna £430. 

440: 1 NASONE IP Hide) 3-1 Jt tar. 2 . 
GrecefUM 4 -1 3. hrery Coaster 7-1 14 
ran. 3-1 h tar TitSDn iffih). 1 5. (J Gifford, 
FuwtaT. Totes £4.50; £1 70. £2.40, £1S0. 
DF: £9.90. CSF: £17.49. Tnw £4140. 
I'kjPtacapat: *1330. QuedpaC: E6J.0. 
fc * 15.60. Place S; £9.78. 


SEDGEF1ELD 

aXOilJOMOVE.CMcOxmacW U-Ofr; 
2. Clover Hr) 12-1 3. DoBy Price* .KM. 
13 ran. V;. 8. IMrs M Reveteyj. Tote: £33 
fTLOO. £2.10. £2.60. DF: £20.90. CSF: 
£35.33. Tncast £277.94. 

230: 1 ABBEY LAMP (P Careen)) 5-1 
2. Mas Nosey oste 15-8 Jt fav; 3. «Mew 
Auction 50-1 18 ran- IS- 8 * ^ 

The Run touted up'- 3-’i. 11 0 H rawed John- 
son: Totes £5.50: £130. £230 £J5.60. 
OF. £730 CSF: £14.69. Tna £22430. Non 
Anne-, less OTJTy. _ _ 

10 a 1 IFFEEE iD wawu 7-2, 2- Pins 
Gunner 3-1 for. 3. AT* AIM 12-1 8 ran. 
6.3 fPBowerJ.Tote: £4.00; £190. £180, 
£230 OF: £6.10. CSF: £13.74. Tricast: 
£10035. „ 

330: 1 D’AHSLAY STREET (S MdXx^aS) 
14 1 2 . TaftyMtgger 6 - 1 : 3. PHda dfl 
9-1 lav. « ran. 12. 03. W KerapJ-J*® 
•35.S0; £230. £130. 5130. DF: £22.30. 

CSF; £8o.76. TccisC £33851 

4X0: 1 CROSS CANNON 0 RwJill- 

1 ; 1 Ion Vfldte 7-1 3. Jd«w Brae Wftr 2- 

1 9 ran. 11-8 fav Rustic Air S4Brt. 

!) Wfi-eas'. Tote £iL8ft £180, £2-W» 
£170. DF: £31.00. CSF: £8413. TricasC 
S2C3J26. Tna £44 6 D. c 

4 3K 1 WEAVER GEORGE iU D»IS«r] |S- 
1 2 . Betiri mg 24-1 3- Briw's «W|» 

7-2 ID ran. 7-X for Pori m A Sum (6m). 
11 4. ci HefiBiS;. Tons £6.70; £1A£.£2-^; 
ilfO. CF: £23.10. CSF: £B133. Trto. 


£2030. 

S.00; 2. SHAUDW HJVSl fR 
M Z Sr, 2. Star Parfomer 21 Ji fete 3. 
An On 141. 13 ran. 2^|PCW | »'- 
Tatft or^ rise. £130. £330. PR £2-ia 
CSF: £652. •*' £23-06. 

Jadreoc r*c“ wsi IpOO-'tF £ 4 , 9 B 5 iStoB 3 n- 

£3 ’-yfa t; 

Ptaeepac £3330. OdadpoCi 09-60. 
Pteca 6 : £76 67. Place 5: £32-98. 
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David Seymour advocates an alternative Festival view point 


of the awesome power of Mon- 
sieur Le Cure at an open ditch, 
or the frightening speed with 
which Alderbrook flies his hur- 
dles. 

Away from the stands, it is a 
different spectacle altogether. 
No longer is it a case of a dis- 
tant group of thoroughbreds 
and vivid jockey silks gliding 
smoothly round while spied 
through binoculars, but rather 
a thundering, snorting pack 
bearing down on each obstacle 
to the accompaniment of slap- 
ping whips and cursing pilots. 
The moments before the off are 
almost irrelevant from a dis- 
tance but experienced at close 
J arteis that last minute before 
tapes go up for the Gold 
Cup is unbearably tense, and 
exciting. 

The sceptic might object that 


r 


it is all a bit like spectating at 
the Tour de Prance - three 
hours waiting around for five 
seconds’ action. But this is 
where tactics come in. Race se- 
lection is important A three 
mile chase on many courses will 
see the field jump the same 
fence three times. 

Then there is Lhe question of 
crossing the centre of the 
course. With modest exertion, 
it is often quite possible to 
watch the first in the back 
straight and still be comfortably 
in sim for the last on the run- 
in. Cheltenham is a problem be- 
cause of the dyke that runs 
diagonally across the course, but 
at Newbury it is worth taking in 
four fences of the Hennessy 
(three of them different). 

Inevitably, the farther away 
from the stands you get, the 


sparser the company becomes. 
The water-jump at Newbury on 
a big day can be almost as 
crowded as the seafood bar. but 
a trek to one of the ditches at 
Win canton, both as far away 
from the winning post as they 
could be, usually ensures that 
two Red Cross officials and a 
fence builder are the limit of in- 
telligent life. 

But the open spaces are cer- 


tainly the place to appreciate 

3ft 


the roar of the crowd. On the 
same basis that in most choirs 
no one can hear anyone else 
because he is bellowing too 
much, it is impossible to know 
what noise the crowd is mak- 
ing when you are shouting 
yourself hoarse from their 
midst as your nap of the day 
lurches up the Cheltenham 
hQL But from the reaches of the 


second-last, the crescendo en- 
gendered by a crowd of 40,000 
is guaranteed to make the 
adrenalin run fast - even if it 
cannot do the same for your 
rapidly weakening selection. 

The determination to bold- 
ly go where no sane punter 
would dream of going has riel ti- 
ed some dramatic and some sad 
moments: Norton's Coin's gen- 
tle but firm indication that he 
bad had enough of racing at 
Newbmy’s final ditch, Camll’s 
Hill's monumental error at the 
first fence of the 1992 Gold Cup 
and the pulsating threefold leap 
at the last in the same race as 
Cool Ground, The Fellow and 
Docklands Express fought it 
out 

There will be new heroes next 
week, fresh hard-luck stories for 
sure. Willi be watching from the 
grandstand or will the Barbour 
be my only protection against 
die weather s worst? No contest 


L55 Coast Along 
£25 Perhaps 
2255 Barmtown BU 
a2& Merry Noelle (nb) 


HYPERION 

3255 Rinky Dinky Doo 
425 Jocks Cross 
4.55 Charming Girt 


GOING: Good lo Sofl (sovnr Soft patches). 

■-Left-hand, undulating comae: run-in 335yds. 

■ Racecourse tf 4 ndks sooth-eaa oTWrexham near Junction of A626 and B6069. Bus 
service 1n>m Wresdiam railway station. ADMISSION: Paddock S 8 ; Course £4 (under- 
10s free all enclosures). CAE PASt FVee. 


Wlbe are Ms ttabtemaras. Holy Sting has patualy been finding tas feet over fences and 
ha tried behind Bfflygoat Greff and Sister Stephanie, eron waugi he had no chance with 
that smart pair, shots tie a gotong is &tnng it together. Ho Jumped better on that occa- 
sion compared to eater ati e u^m. and can go on from mere one confirm me form with 
fourth-plaoed Gold Ptoeoa on 9b worse tern. Same Difference is soughing aver fences 
at present and The frora-runrtng Lay tt Off should nave mote chance. B a n rtmiD 80 e an 
0 U hand over fences compared to most of these and s nuartably n the money, even d he 
does finish wofl beaten on occasaan s . His best performances haw been wtth plenty of cut 
in the ppund and Ms refabiMy in these weaker races maLas hm the one may have to beat- 
Aiitzek beet the only other to out m a dear reund at Leicester in November and Is Battered 
oy naming so cfote to Fcduessecretaiy m another race m which only two finished at South- 
wel. Selection: HOLY STING 




fOOCl BERMANS NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,300 
added 2m 4f Penalty VUue £2JiO 

<81333 BI)Wg)mm<Faaimft7toatelte(>«NHariiera9n5120 — MIrae(7) 


■ LEADING TRAINEES WITH BCNNEBS: G Rickards - 27 wlnnos Iron 11 8 runners 
givtfaeiimss.rntoafg&Jnbandalanioa&l )rwlst8)u!aCU3.u7; It Pipe -20 Warners, 
71 Ignat, 28JH6. -512.74: N Tvctetan-ltevlee - 15 wtamen, 67 turners, 22-4te, +SA.05; 
J Wbtu> - 1 1 winners, 32 runners, 34.1%, -42.72. 

■ LEADING J0CKET8: K Dunwoody - 26 wins. 87 rides 28.9%, +522.71: A Magalre 
- 13-vrtns. 26rtdes, 17.1*i -&I3.64; D Bridgwater - 1 1 ten*. 08 rides, 103%, +SU.16: N 
WDltetoMO - 10 tens, 46 rfdas. 21.7%. +£1^4. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Neme. 

LONG-DISTANCE SDNNEES: AWynan (336), Betewre Chrod (3361, Deboa H J5G>, 
Barest loot* |1 J55j A Bamawm ffll (2J®J tow been sent 170 miles by M Pipe from 
Nlchotaufayne. Devon. 


OP -03 AXnfMMVf (USA) (49) [D A JCrtson) M Ppe 6 11 9 
1600 C 8 MCUSA (19) (Tm Ream J Wad* 4 11 S 


_DBtidDv*ra 


— £ Husband (3) 

PP-21 BUCaEfBOTSWnheSudtoyBoysftutnerthfl ABa*ey510 13 TKert 

0200 OGXHBL SISTOE {14 (M £ S Alsapd Mtas H BID 7 JFftdey 


6Q0-P5 BEUOCCU)U)(lB)fMaAuRy)lunnBQUPipe7107. 
3CM2P0 ICE COLD Of ALEX (BOUtaemy Bearteyl W Jante 5 10 4 . 


44SU4-0 RAWWCT ROSIE (12) ffieorgl J H temp) 6 RlcftWE 8 10 3_ 
465F3 0 O0mSRWa0W(S2)MsR(AteTHbffi2O2. 


4500 IBVmBANX ROSE (12) K> 1 Vihefotnl W Qw 5 IP 2 . 


OOOF60 SCBWteHSflCteanmMana^ineniSeflcesiJGtaefilOO 

12 6P-4034 HER 8 T NOBUE (7) 0*3 D G Scan) £ Oven 6 ID 0 


VS attery 

_0uyLevr« (3) 


.GM0n(3) 
a Date 


13 (D« Kn , W6K(2« IKtoteftnn^I A J titean 7 100. 


HOLYWELL SELLING HURDLE (CLASS G) £2£00 added 2m 
If Penalty Value £2434 
5P3-PP6 S&BID67)0utePMDaneOWCt3|r7U8 flay tew* (S) 


135 


ia 000600 WULA PQIDamptei Royal ONS Ms S&nth 6100. 

15 PP-5 UFEATSEA(153) [R A Hancodci f Jflfoan 5 ID 0 

16 OOP HOT DOG (77) (Hu^i Rlfiiocl R&«hwnn6100 

17 fW> AtTWET BLUE m(F Lloyd) FLkqC 7 100 


Jt Johnson (3) 


Jt Vmdnaon (7) 
Ilndter 


-SMcftel 


SF33P0 LORD SL9fVARA (16) Ot T Juticd RJuCteBUB. 


OP fiEAtlQUES7(Zl}IBRCtente»}8tenfie^9112. 


PPO CORE OR RSX IE f«2) many Onnesna} D McCan 5 U 2 . 
P DQOS (7) Qte rGodmn) M Rpe 6 11 2 , 


-NrPHsalsy (5) 

Gwyltvw* 

Dl 


00 !«KSTBKnSraP2)(Kni0tHaWsParme«SplMP*»5U2 — 
am-P IHW«U’-«JCte*«»«0l»teia)K»tensr9lia. 


5PP000- REGAL RAMBLER (CAN) Q9Q (PL LoeM L Bacall 5 11 2. 
p WAUSre LAD ( 20 ) Ba Piescel B Preece 5 11 2 


0) 


120E0P WASSUIIBJUM(139) (T McvwOT Modal 19U2 . 
00 243 REM. POPCORN (48) fP*r3adayf IV Je«n 51£> JL1. 


J* A team (7) 

IM 


000054* SflE KNEWTIC HOLE C2S1) (D N Careyl D Carey 5 10 11 . 
SQDEUMB JEAME ai hr Itecng) J Bradley 7 10 U. 

50425 COAST ALOfiQ (8| 1TG Broc*g □ ft/rttn 4 10 8 . 


0Q3P KMCOSRION £40 (<S) ffJHte Ltetsng AsBCBtes) R rtlinsfiflao 4108 Sti^ne 

OP06D TOSWWOBQffieilafwaCmmretittonipirenBUQOVfltomdiOS — CHofror 

OOUO UWINSWO00tADy(U)MsUa®iHftort«MsF0*«i4103 If 

- 17 1 


BEnwe: 7-2 Coast Afonft 4-1 Real popcofo, 6-1 OSIMS. 7-1 WBwt Baote, 10-1 teirf Gtanun, 
12-lBterae, K-l Roscommon Lad. IB-1 others. 

19Kc NO cotresponting meewg 

FORM QL9DE 

Debos cost ne« to notnmg off d» R« and is in a Seiler eBler just one Btssmpt ovar hur. 
dies. He sho-ed vwy Wde at Nottin^am and Wgjiest Roots tel cany the aatte hopes. 
Hitfiast Roots was die urtolacBd favounte tor a Wrcanton daimer on r« debts after show- 
mgwm and placed form on the Flat rn France, but he <fidn*t get home then and also we»- 
enad some way out at Haydoi* na*l nme. Mteie thins tfxwid be easier m t«s Bode, COAST 
ALONG t*as shown a bit more promise, evan if he had little answer Mien the feeders Qudi- 
ened away ftom him when fancied at Nottingham on ThwsOay. Caw Along B a vnnnar «er 
a mile and a half on the Flat »»d had done wen to eome baeK and have another go at tha 
leaders ate a bad rrestate had sawrnigy fin«wff tern at Taunton «i his prewous race. The 
worrier Scottish Wedding, ran rtgnt awav from ton In the dosing stages but is better than 
plating class. Roseomteon lad wasn't aofe to sustain the tmpiewment shown teien thW 
w Hamfian Sik w a seller over the comae and distance in December and was pufied up 
a uscester nail Ome. Ftoaf Popcorn ( 6 C baser in), nre lengths bound Roscommon Lad 
nera. tw made the ffeacer ptobob since and her third to Pndewcod Pic*er at Ludlow nen 
ttme^«sfwrhopeof bjmngmeiabtes. Satectioro COAST ALONG 


-17 dadread- 

Ulrinnwn IOsl T/ue hrrfcap we&ts: Wet No Gtn 93 9 Sj, m*a 3fl 40. Ufe A( Sea 9st 
Dog Sir Sffi, A/tfttf Sue 6K 72 l 

BE1TMG: 4-1 Baddey Boys, 9-2 Baytvtyha, 5-lCtoacosa, 6-1 Harry NaaBe, ID-lAMymano, 12-1 
C a w W Sta p t aa, Demten Bqn. 14-lothere. 

FORMQUDE 

Bayariyfca got golrs tar too kua to ireiAile Mandate and Bassenhady over utoteck's tight 
»o rnfles in Januaiy and mis is more her mp. The town of her sunseouent ttod to Landed 
Genay wnm tod ay's nd ar up over teo and a half miles a Ascot should be too g»d for most 
erf these. biX SCEPTICAL gats a hefty two none and has a better chance than fret seems 
the case. The has had got a handfJ of races m ha Ufa and showed a ter 

tain amount of abfifty wth me way he stajred on Ko s«m behind Hatte Dentng wer a slight- 
ly longer trip at Nontngwm m January. Aithou0i Sceptical wasn't able to repeat that level 
of form m better company at the nett meeting. Dormston Boyo |3R> worse in) ms one of 
13 bahand on the test occ39on. Mpyraano ran out of steam when a weakening tturd to No 
fidcSing on soft poind at Windsor Qm 6f) last dme out. That «as tw best effort rarer hur- 
ries so far and, althoupi he won twice rarer 15 toton^ on me Flat in France in 199». lo- 
cal's shorter top may sut twn more. He teoiAd & wet Another m corw 10 wth an imprrared 
run mcenOy 0 Many NoaBe. staying on without BtxAwng Three Philosophers and Poi»r*s 
Bay ow this top at Nottuigiam in Januwy. Her more recent foxth betoid M&s Opomtst 
was another tor effort end ®»d enougi » 0 vre her a chance at the wagrts. Clracusa has 
been soughing sln» swoopmg late a iratcn MiU Tl^me at wotherto m November and try- 
mg ton rarsr this ton&r tnp rrey not be a bad idea. In his lanned opporomes on the Flat 
he showed that he stajretL Rampant Rosie's ran at HajOocA 12 days ago, v*en she was 
taaed off last of die 10 fmtshere behind Puravalue. was her fen smee her st^nneon fourth 
behind Bo« Acre rarer three forionis less here last Match. irsnotoftenjouseeoneoiGor- 
don fechijrda' wtm such a Hfftt wight m a moderate race. Safoettoo: SCEPTCAL 


o ge l HUGH PEEL CHALLENGE TROPHY HUNTERS CHASE (CLASS 
1 H) £2^00 added 3m llflyds Penalty Value £1^30 


1 FPP-W4- Btf«y M«y 000 (233} (P H Mcms) P Moms 10 12 0. 

2 FLSFD-0 SPtMOUS (131) IWs A P Ktihfi S Kriy 10 12 D 

3 F WAXCW7 LAD (Q <Mb A FticN Us A Pnce 6 12 0 



ro"oEl CRQKTON NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 added 2m If 
110yds Penalty Wlue £3460 

24P3H BNALACE(12B IMis ARce)M»APnee91110 iHo^Jrtf7) 

61812-1 CWff JOSffH (2SQ U OTScnran) N rwasovOares 9 11 5 CUmwfiJo 

BK3KP CAPTMfSIDCW0RD(lfl8)(pWe9itsiniPWe8tttm9113 SWmna 

5-155EU DEVEHY L13) [Waal JdvnoruG Wocre 6 11 3 . — 


(W06 DOMNOIRQHrWIHRHBgpsi GRHWito61l3. 
2-0400/ HASHAR(S2)lFtib9mmf Ptteffrann8113 — 

5U3QU- BEWWC(5«(FJVBB»»»FTMey91 1 3 

0334-5 0N1ICTEAR PI) IF Uipll F Uqd 1083 ■ 


_« 

JfEtete 


4 OUOOOHi SQUERSISDUUGHTSfWO WB«Bces)S0Sotsf»»9ll9. 

-Adectead- 

BEITI& »4 SqafReateMdAw. 7-4 Rtoky Dttoy Doth » Wtefott lad, 5-1 Spwtoro. 

FORM GUDE 

Aflfiou0i front-running (Unity Qbtfty Do o enf prwmg mat tflticuff to pass, there's every 
chance of ton mamtawng a led throu^out becaee SQUtftREUSDAUCHTBL and ner rid- 
er have parted company in tvro of their last three outings together and Spurious, not me 
safest conveyance under Rules last season, has already falen m a pora-io-poiraims jrear. 
Spunous had every chance when ne fed at the second last « a marten chase here last 
Mart* but. tem luck. SquteedsdaugKer ought to be able to confirm her obvious superior- 
ity between the flap. She had no less man five wens, ptos two g>od ptaangs. fast seasem. 
all Mth today's novloe nder in the saddle. SelectloiK SQUIRRELLSDAUGKTER 


-PMdeutfda 


raw un ir r uujw «*• - — 

9 P6S-10P PRWCEIH0HPEHM(6AFamdtrtBCantelgB9U3 GreyUltes 

10 OWPS JBSTRJRAIAWHJBJLMas Awm*NeaA*s)JNB9cfBmS10l2 

U WPPW MAlRDRDJA*DA#l(7)(Rttl**Bff RH»A®61012 — — 01^ 

12 53-3213 PSMAP5(USA)(B1) (BBIHawBWtoWfiMssRte^aSlOA (FIMay 

- 12 dscM- 


ggnWG: 64 Cteaf Jesepb, 5-2 itotepe, 6-1 Dev*y, 8-1 Doetaa M&t, 201 km TtmSc, Nasba; 
te TbeTeer. 25-1 cabres 

pmff JOSEP* 1 rmtrt mate nan of an absence of almost nine months If returning to the 
fnmtekrti enabled her to run out an easy winner of a nvo-and-a-natf-mfle nrafca chase 

^lo*nno;nStrattctelasJiirre.Ttoform W ^ 

rashowscsorne rood form rarer hutfies in this countiy tost season and, although she 
^^toto^trSJsmpawiid be plenty tarenouffi after at toa ame she's hedoff. Pa^ 
Sammm Wa atauoe an tertyagt out ns mesfcetooqpa. Sh e wsa 
SSwu^rarer tomiJes at Easier m December and ms every ensure if taking to chasing 
yet settea down over fences end tote lurtlro tennsr «nr« 
r^^riMteferwed untu he does. Most of the othera have shown only Ms mid pieces 
SJySSd DteRto® «g« better man moc on As ft* try te a cfa*. He 

hand of iNnp on Iro totast start rarer 
further an prrawmert. “ 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 . 
ID 
11 


CHRK “NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) (DiV 
I) £3300 added 2m If Penalty Value £2,850 

22154 JXKSCHBS809m/iasairmtmCIUiams5U8 BMardbtfO 


4J25 


65 ARRtSU (46) tt»s3 Sanoa E Boxamart R Ht*nshffld 5 11 2 HuSSvnB 

30050 ELC0RD06ES (81) (Ms M A Homanl W Jeti6 5 11 2 IJents 

OPO JASONS FARM (7) (T R Daitogm W Cto 6 11 2 Glttes® 


0 URMSnfiHCE(83)(JaiiesWneite08mar712 2. 

020 MAJOR S10UIC (81) dfc S SraTil Wn S Sraffli 5 11 2 

00-256 MAmUUJEI4«MsCJRacft|UisCBCk6112 

005 SHVLAVOGH SO) (5eai Gatari) QMMwre 5112- 


(7) 


62 BC CAPEWfS WSH (5SJ Ms A J Atoa|f D McnolSr 5 11 2 . 

0043 WHBlROSEm (WE Donohue) MSepcart 5 U2 

PP MONDICUJ iAJ UcDonad) T CatoieU 7 10 U 


ICaSegsao 


JTJohnKO® 

IFTtBey 


rTTeel EDWARD SYMMONS NOVICE HANDIWCIIA* (CLASS D) 

12.55 ] £ 5 j pp added 3m 110yds Pentity Value £3^15 

1 — ■ ' - - — ..a. T D KVxnATI&T'pvP U Id ILndder 


1 3451*P MBgff HUWEpg WwT R WnwAJItea^ 9 11 M 
* zzzt— .rettaiei nit fltoudS Lars) J aadbfbU 


c imysOW(2Wf& w, W*® e,IBnJNT ' ,eB,v 9®* s ^ 

snirn jjLyn-(HTffl (DllIGtfNeffl JC071«R7 113 


11 A. 


_RJetK0Q(3) 

— GHo6»W 


«CUteefl)R 


-lldectoed- 

6ERMS: 64 The CapteMWbk, 94 Jocks Ones, 7-1 MSteer Rate. 10-1 S&aniiogt, 24-1 SCor- 
dDtM, Aoyeu, 18-1 ettere 

FORM GUDE 

FoDowing two good seconds m Naoona! Hunt Flat races. JOCKS CROSS made no rmstalce 
<rt cart Iste on res hvdfing detnn. He ran ««* m detest ag ana me useful amo Star ana 
three preww wirrera m better ffttOb at WMnerby nert ame and mom recently ruined tib 
chance by Uunoenng at the Win f^tt when fouth behnd Go- Wormai over two and a halt 

mfles at Newcastle. Agato. that was e decetx race and the ts a good rtoponunny to nsn 

to return to winning form. The Captatola MfeA put to a good first show over nurdfes by 
sure the more experienced W9d west wind drint have it afl Ins own way al Win- 
carwon m Januaiy, It shoutonT be /eng before he pies one better ana Jocto Cross wlto 
have to be at fas best Manvutem is bade to iwo miles for the first One since Ms distant 
second to the smart (fosde Sweep overthe couse and tfetanca in November, ft’s between 
him, MN°r Stare, whose bumper form vwth Ghoowefi Cuftams at Oartoie s wrecking ou. 
for the wmner a( least, and S&amw^i for the mtnor berth. S ele ct ion: JOCKS CROSS 


«.Ki«DmcOfofMs8BrairnMBAPncB91I 


■SCollHO) 
-TJaaks 


se 


Hrodason 7 10 IQ NAFfotretid 

JWMJadsB 


10 PISCW (5) (Co** Prcnwcm isS B iWaaS 7 10 4 

“££5 gSBacwfiNiniJO. — 

12 n\ nTp*. A 8 QttBlD l Fwanre 


JLlanschtt) 

_RI 


CHIRK ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) (DfV 
I) £3^00 added 2m If Penalty Value £2350 
20U» Ot5aofQfiSS.|lEA)ilS(CQsai)0SWv£«5113, — Ktebome 




.vstetay 


.WWetftfogtei 


a- — -Moeeureu- . i aor SLEAStT^uliuNereJ 

TroeW^"^ KS ^^ W ^ , ^ l * >9B ® lWD,,Pbflrftf 8 060 S0N0FAGU9O(375)0 NwWJNe«e5112 

„ 0QD3P unfBRBiRtXSqftte JSddMQQnvMsJSriesti 


rnm-gj . jp 


Wff AUWEYAREJOCRAI (6J tFLiont FLlati 6 112 ■ 


MO HttSactWK lKUS»wn)MJ 8 aJw 6112 _ 


5450 LWS BID (121 [Tto a r rong Tan Cooscrtujml C &rsd 6 11 2 

OF *W0fFf7l (VfosPSsaOKhRraiCJ3asDn6U2 

P NAPOl£DtrSGOU)f9G) (B9^anesftnrershU AFtsa:61l2 
A&P SLEAS7 (99 U G OTfol) J & OTfed 5 11 2.. 


_RJflbn*C>0(3) 


._ttAWMfe(7} 

Dtrofiy 

-OHbMb B 


0QO3P UWn&fHtiMfttaJSllfl&OQQnuta^ 

00 SMGMGSCUUr(U)(SGAttant9 WQter51011 



re- ■ fOKMIW 

mo TO trtuW Storang Lflit and Rmbofey PIN* at UxftM (2m 40 
Very«J gn and was than remtsy when spttfang PMC lhe Faison and 

in Chepstow. Ha wasn't mat fluent before Kaang Where’S 

yyyse a Dorc8 ^ r KOLysflNG may 5»a nae res measure. As b rcMco hudier i*a 
niU 5unto r - * 1 01 rrffemoC* 'JNve SJD) overthree mfies on beany £ow*l M 


’, Steazay, 12-1 Sln^g 


_ __ IBIV SIBIB iwy SM N a 

iril 5UH nsr- afotmw-^^ ntfferente WW SW overthree miles on heavy totted M 


ffinwa 4-5 CteratettaiL 7-1 tort Bid. 10-1 tedy&eyiax, Sea Of A< 

Scaly, 14-1 Men 

FORM GUIDE 

CMARWNG GRL has bean foftunsia to be drawi In ires much weator iMaon end none 
of tor nme mats has shown Rhyming renwety Ns her Ltometer ran. She was a oecem 
Dumper. runrtn§ WSd West Wind to a necK al Wrearaon 6m nne up and fmaWnc fourth 
behind Duxes GaroUer at Mreree. The Umnter win earn? on only ner second start ner 
hunflas, so mere should be better to coma. M at te CHARMWG GIRL 


s3y-Fa'^y. : ~ : : "A :. 


CATTERICK 


HYPERION 

2D0 Wucfenp 230 Wisdom 330 Nova Champ 
330 Aide Memtrire 430 Ingletonlan 430 Bar- 
ton Heights 530 Lord Fortune 


6 CCP&JO VffilERFOSS (99) B RrCtvel B 10 0 JSupplep) 

-fidedreed- 

Mnhun ioa rrje fWKces «*#*: mnente 9st SO. 

BETTIHGc 4-6 Momtog h Hey, 7-2 Nstiw Mony, 6-1 fibn Cbanp, 10-1 
Wtertott. u-1 SetpNL lfri Shun Sror 


330 


GOING: ijorvl tGouJ u> Firm m places)- 

■ letl-land oasis*, tmduiaiinfC and aharp 

■ Como ts NW of ttntn on AbJfiO. Iferllngton stitkrn Mm. AD- 
MISSION: CVibll1;TaCersiUs57: Course S^.fiOiuntier ICsfree 
:nir- *0 erw-lnancs.i CAB PASS: Mcmlvre U. lemainder free. 


MQ 


RfiONB 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: Onr Bobm f2J0imn 
ji WrtOertn «i fi tom fo 1 . 

LONG-DISTANCE EDNNBBS: Oranreore (500) has been sCM 267 
miles by f* Bowen from H vv eri mihi esu Oyfed. 


1 6&1002- 

2 mov 

3 SS30SD 
e. P&5060 
5 ro-5 
5 020322 

7 000463- 

8 OP 

9 A-SMW 

10 00 

n re 


WEARWVLE SEUtiNfi HURDLE (CLASS fi) 
£2300 added 2m 

OOMAN (3S4) J FcGesU 7 11 10 M Dwyer 


WEU&IM£S (11) Cats ) Vffoyi 6 11 10 AdwdGiwt 

AIDEieiOCHE(7)>*ifi6oarf7115 .Tl 


BtLtyrtteKSLAD (48) Us V Accrtrv 5 11 3 DBaKScy 

MVTME DAMN 01 J C> Mofian 5113 O J MdU 

«AN0AOI7»{BfJ7ramnn5U3 PNhaa 

RH) BEACON (324) J Gouong? 11 3 lSuKfa(3) 

IBmuS (BZ) B Udfom 7 113 .V Snrftb 

1KHBON0 (8) 1*3 M 6 U 3 -GChHfSl 

BUJTOFT «89) Mn 5 ASO, t IV $ DMHnaon 


JEBRANGUS (ID N Byatffl 4 10 9 . 
-Udestarad- 


-DTowler (7) 


2j00 


RABY NOVICE HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) 
£1300 added 3m If UOyds 


BETTING: 84 
con, 4-1 


la A Moment 5-2 Aide Uesnlre, 3-1 Dowen, 6-1 Red Bo>- 
14-1 Dsyttoe Dram. 18*1 oteen 


50Q3& ACROSS THE CARD (691) Mjj-OenC Ramsay 6 12 D 

JBaptW Ramsay tn 


4 nn l PETER WUX MEMORIAL TROPHY NOVICE 
CHASE [CLASS E) £4300 added 2m 3f 


OOLQQO- A0MS5BN OS1) In DglffieCrei 6 12 (Ate C IMrati. 17) 
PS50F- BARRT OWBi (ZS4) Ue, ALodMCO 10 120-JteeADeeiei (7) 
mSS aOVAAfdSWAT (643) LteSIfeeenvr 12l20JtrRFartf7) 
7C3PH CttnimiUBajaflVBiaae9l2QJkRWtUaym 
.TEP3 CRMrfWaiPOlHT pBT) SW«5 10120 -JArNWfcoo® 

.FFP/R USNAVARASHSJPatelOUO HrPAterayfl) 

U2-P POUncO POI P2) Cnarte Petijn 3 12 0 . J*r S WWiaher (7) 
45UP50 QUXJHLOtOSSEn (32) t Cane 11 12 0. — tkHanen(7} 
5 1MU)G(314 *teCWMiO3ef9120 — HrWBerete(7] 

2-2 WtnV(32)MiSJ«ieSaKy7120 — Mr C Stony (7) 

OW COMAMQNA (148S) lies CtefiaHBon 10119 

Mr P Umar (7) 

RNU. CRUISE M'S K Bower 7 11 9 »MRmel(5) 


221-2 14 TIE TOASTER (91) (CD) 1 Ojm 9 12 2 ECata^sufSI 

628014 FBEKDUf KMGHT (8) I Hrinan: 6112 TReed 


4223 M6HUffl)WAM25)MTodiuraef B112. 


Ji Dwyer 


J-M533 «GL£70MAM(45>BWfonsori71ia DBaodir 

?50f5E PERCY NT (S) H Alaanda 7 112 PWBgfftt 

P33 344 SHAVVWQJ.1825 JOlffiMT 911 2 BStoay 

06 1MES LEADER [7Q)PCaMr 7 112 J-Wyer 

-7 aeoteetf- 


BEnrna: 2-1 The Toaster, 94 hl tf elB n l Mi , 3-1 M0riwd Way, 6-1 FriernJ- 
iy Kdrirt, 20-1 Stowwel. limee leader, 2S-1 Percy Pit 


14 QQOCCO- at OK (688) Mss C FtanarCsai 8 11 9 — Mr D Shortoc* f7) 
-Mdechrad- 

BEnptt: 114 Wntoap, 5-1 AOmteifoe. 6-1 AotTO TN> Cant 7-1 C»- 
rigeea Lad, 6-1 Hasl Cruke, IQ MBtce Pot. Bewtands Wey, £2 others 


IAN HU1CHMSON MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
H ‘- OU l HURDLE (CLASS F) £2J50 added 2m 3f 


2j0 


HORNBY NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3000 added 2m 

BEACON 7WOB Mfterrrrcna 6 113 DBeetey 


MW341 JBfifiUPUXILB)UCXnie)AEne(er5121lfite-Cne(7) 
DT -6P43 CLSfoecE jll) G M Mom- 5 12 0 NBenfley 


1F3&00 RAM4I-SUN A J L Hams 10 11 13- 


Jficbani Geest 


&KXU HASIHIOHHE HOUSE OH Mltewrcro 1011 12 -B Storey 

0022-40 KNUOUEBUSTBl (12) R Faney 6 11 11 LWyer 

423166 CWDDLAD|4QFSipray9110 DPariwrf3) 

2-5UOOO FRET (8) 10 J V&nwr^i: 6 10 13 M Dwyer 


-8 Supple 


40 
6 2 
0 
0 

0565 

1 


CHARITY C8USADB1 (18) Mr* M Rmbcy 5 11 3 — PR* 
C0U8El»fl»UHamoi£«)71J3 LVlyn 


GONE ASHORE (B2)M Barnes 5 11 3 — 
MUSEUM (7) D toMS 5113- 


8 0CMJ220 nANCMC DANCER (B2) (D) b Cei^ir, 7 ID B. 

9 0002 BARTON HBGHTS (3£) Us M Re-Btey 4 10 7 PMnn 

10 OESSre DTTIE 7WCTUnt 182) l*s T Mdraies Stomte 6 10 6 

^Sophie Mtertefl (5) 


8 56130 

6 60 


PBBONMUS (U) (BF) C®; J VWari 6 11 3 JOefaad GueM 
0UR»nsir(7}{tejFei6eaki4ll2 Mlfayer 


10 OOP 

11 34321' 

12 

13 


MSDOM [53| fCDj h Morgan a 11 2 Jt Money (E) 

DURHAM DaJCHnflJ Helens 7 10 12 S tutor (7) 

ON THE MOVE (7) J Turner 5 10 12 .WFiy 


-lOdedared- 

EETTINfc 3-1 Bartrei Heltfrts, 4-1 Master Ofthe House. 9-2 Jetton Poti- 
dtotefo 5-1 GJenugte. 8-1 KrocMefaster, UtUe tfadure, 12-1 ethen 


[5.00 


CDfTALR EXRHESS (B) (CO) IH 1 ) A aeero 4 ID 9 _T Hey 
TOP FBU POems 4 ID 9 NStefc 


mrw&s-i 

deal, 8-1 


DOUBLE GUIW N Bycnrfl 4 10 4 . 

-lSdodarad- 


_DTetear(7) 


Come; 7-3 Our Robert, 5-1 Charily Cromfer, 8-1 Mfe- 
10-1 Beacon Towen, 16-1 ethen 


aoo 


NEWBY NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,500 added 3m If UOyds 


1 &S5U21 MORNNG M MAT (3fi)JH Johnson a 120 PCtewry 

2 42-64® NUIVEN0Mrtl2)M Hcronone 7 105 B Storey 

3 3F523 4 NOVACHAAPfll) UsS Smtn8103 JGdwd&na 

4 5CCR1' SERPteL (70^ L LingD B 10 C> FPwntt 

5 P-CE30P SHIASA0R(21) MsS 5mm9 100 LDooaflforfT) 


L£VY BOARD OPEN NAnONAL HUNT FLAT 
RACE (CLASS H) £1^50 added 2m 

2-10 UNDRWfUNE(43| MKamnunsfi U 9 J»l*ven 

60 GB®aiOR (B| T Easaoy 5 11 2 LWyer 

DO HTAtttM (149) hChenoelHiS U2-MbeC MetoMfe (7) 
MR HATCHET J H Johnson 5 U 2 PCnteny 


00- IRAftSCOBENDLL (3401 J Oitfin 6 11 2 — 

OHANMOflE P Bcwui 5 10 11 

AHWAAL JNencn4 103 


M Dwyer 

D Walsh (5) 

SCMagmS) 


BUTTDMICM KBJQ R Fancy 4 10 & . 
!■£)«□» J0« P Cana 4 10 8 . 


-D Byrne 


J Storey 


0 THE SHARROW U33BO (46) D Ed0y4 108 BCaOHIS) 

0 WOBURN BOY 01) R Waoflnouse 4 10 b -D J Kewaadi (S) 
-Udeetored- 

BETTBMt 54 Lord Fortune. 11-2 Atom. 8-1 tt HetetatM Geeara- 
tor, Buttenridc Bng. 12-1 The Steorow legend, 14-1 ethen 


LINGFIELD 


HYPERION 

ISO Bolivar Z20 Reeshloch Z50 Shared Gold 
i20 Knockaverry X50 Highgate MQd 4^0 Na- 
masts 


364P4P DESBfT PRESBQtT (9) R ttee 5 110 B Proton 13) 

656-002 1KllECHR>Bt(7)lD)IJoneslll010JRtoEJJoaM(7) 
500-305 WMBtDMNHtM(D)hWfipae6j08 — GTorareyO) 

026000 COBB GATE (83) (D) P ftateiB ? 10 6 WMcRariend 

355033 PRECIOUS WONQBJ (9) P Buder 7 10 5 TJMtophy(3) 

P-R50UP NORIHHfN HIGWJGHT (9) T McGMin 5 ID 4 _AP McCoy 

44F600 ROQBTS PAL (9) (CD) A Mens 9 10 2 M Batchelor (7) 

PPO50 BAY BOB (9) T Casey T 10 0 JSUW(7) 


GOING; Chase coarse - Soft; Hurdles - Soft (heavy patches ui 
back roaight). 

■ Left-band, undulating course. 

■ Course ts SE of town on B2028. LangDeki station (served by 
London Victoria) arOoms eoerse- ADADSSON: Manias i] 3, Tat- 
wvalk ip; Sh-er Ring £5. CAR PARS: Chib W; remainder free. 


U 0-0PO30 VBM (6) KBshep910O.. 

12 FUP CAIEMPO (42C| a DW 5 10 0 

13 OPUP HRRHC VICTORS PS) Tl Strongs 5100. 


^SBunudi 


JJGtegber 
8 


SlS- 


-Udedaad- 

MnJnuim oelffic lOst 7 rue fiaMMap w^its: Bay BoD 9a ICO. Mena 
9a 310. Camnpo 9a 3tt>. Pyrmfc Vtawy 

BETTWC: 7-z Stared GeU. M Pfadous Wooder, 5-1 date: imaft I« 
Tedi Hyer, 6-1 Water Diviner. 12-1 Desert Presidant U-1 ethers 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS; None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Deep Ule (3.no;i has been 
sent 170 miles by 8 UewcOyn from Bargned. Md-GUmorgaa 


3.20 


NUTLEY NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4,200 added 3m 
IV371-6 WHO'S NEXT (19) 1 JeniaE.81110 SPex 


L50 


NEWLEAF MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS E] 
£3/100 added 4YD 2m 130yds 

00 B0U> CHAISE (49) S Meta 110 NMaro 


524 BOUVAR OVRAHXvSUO 
CALUWESCY D OBren 11 0 


-srtymrn 


.TJ Matey 0) 

42 DRUM BAIHECM)WGM Tims 110 Alhamtoa 


3500-56 ARCHB PO) h Water S 11 6 


43 CAIW0(19)MiBHHrte«9U6 

0P0 FDC H)EA (9) T Casey 7 116 


QOO-Rf MASTER HUNTHI (GO) T Casey 7 11 6. 
341-000 METAL DISEAll (5) P Rartiers S 11 6. 
5P-435F MR PRMOME [9| C Bnxte.6 U & 



00 WGHUf OLAJIMWG U9j WMJrll 0 

0 KRAIDN GAflDGN (11) 7 Case / 11 0 

00 MORE BUS (42j A Morn 110 M 

REEFASWtlJ Write 110 


Ettathy 

(7) 


RSStGDOUStGLMoarellO- 
SJHEABf HAMR J Pearee 11 0 


JtPMcfiey 


03404P QUARRY HOUSE (S) DCnappalB 11 6 A 

9 &4325P TEA1RADBI (9) Uft L ftcfiarts ID 11 b N Retard* 

10 PT0GD KNDOMVBttfrmMWdrasonSUl J>Ctoteeyf7) 

-IQdedat e d- 

BEITWG: 9-4 Camtoo, 3-1 Koockaveny. 7-2 Hr Piroettme. 10-1 Aretier, 
Teatmdcr, 12-1 Metal Ofaeea, 14-1 Mestar Hooter. 16-1 oBwh 


BRU COURT R Johnson Ha4?«m 10 9 . 
CAlfiARY GIRL P BSCrtere. 10 9_ 


004 QJUfTTS DARUNG (9) D DBnen 10 9.. 
-13dedmd- 


.JDGteadMr 
-A Tory 


..-BBmitay 


BETTING: evens BoBvar. 5-1 Dnaa BaUa, 8-1 Brick Co m. 18-1 RUag 
Doute, 12-1 Vfigrfy Cbararing. Reaftfs MU, 18-1 ottem 


o on I SET ASIDE NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
~ u \ (CLASS E) £4^00 added 2m 

244 UO HEAD FOR HEAV9I (21) R Hoe3 6 120 MrJ &*rfy(5) 

4-4FTO RSSHLOCH (21) A TiaraA 7 11 11 0 Crane (71 


» er\| EDEN HUNTERS CHASE (CLASS H)£ly400 
added 3m 

lPfTOO DEB* (Sl£ (81 B UeMtyi 10 1? 12 Mr J L Uervefyo (5) 

BALUWORBW A Hoc^e 11 12 5 M&sS &*too(7) 

B0WEY BOY J [XJceee 7 12 5 MrUFten^ 


2MmV DOECT (793) (Dl J EdwKB 13 12 5 »BPUte(7) 

,1^2 -P3 6OODSH0T RKH (4) (CD) C &□«?• 12 12 5 -JA E James (7) 
DRW MMSAIE UB0dO47) Mss 5 Scon U 12 5J*JO«y (5) 

AMAZON IRYMnJEales 9 120 Mr M Goman (7) 

-7 declared - 


06000-U BRIGADCR SUPREME (7) P Budar 7 HI A P McCoy 

6P3«3 POUyinttR(23)G£iifihl9109 1 n I 

600323 RCHU(7) MrtLRctartfcS 109. 


BETT1N& 11-4 Direct 7-2 Goodteot KA, 94 WdRate MBd, 1W Baflywi- 
drew, 7-1 A «an» Uy, 15-2 Btauy Bey, 20-1 Deep Me 


4f54fr5 RMMY 71C JACKDA W (75) P Buna 9 10 5. — TJIkaplir(3) 

BEITOie 52 FWw. 7-2 Head For Heaven. 4-1 Beeshlote, 6-1 Jbnaqr The 
Jackdaw, 7-1 PcBy lSnoc, 8-1 totgadtor Suprerae 


[A on I (SUMMER HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS DJ 
£3,750 added 2m UOyds 

1 U2-3U0S NAMASIE (15) <CD) R Head 6 11 10 — _MrJ&4Wy(5) 


2L50 


LAMBH7T& FOSTER SELLMG HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS G) £2,450 2m 110yds 


031312 TKJBTTrSGJFT f5)(Q Q i.U»T 6 il 0 — MAtbWtor(7} 
043620 WDRDrtWOt«B«tlS|lD|LWon»rwam8109 RFtent 
1BF004- &DEFAA1 (324) J Kng 5 ID 6 BUpttO 


1 250-450 SHARED 60(0 (6) P) J Bodey b 120 M Bosley 

2 P6PO10 CLASSIC IMAGE (7) (Df H ktavios 6 11 10 ■ 


Jlr A Orates- Jones 


3-43021 MWSlEirSMADft M (B) (D) JNevile5106i7aO WltotMw 

BETTING; 158 Dckartys Gift. 52 MkMre's Madam, 3-1 NaHMe, 6-1 
Btofaai, 10-1 Watty's WOreter 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


12 


LU31M0S WSana35 1. 


JtHa4 


13 


aGtoaceS 


HYPERION 

1A0 Newington Butts 2-10 Lift Boy 2-40 Rub. 
biyati 310 Gakvino 340 NORTHERN tHON (nap) 
4 JO Miss Zanzibar 440 Kira 


STATE CHOIS Lora Huncrgwi 381 _ 

-UtedaM- 

BEdMa: 7-2 RaNayatL 9-2 State Chtus, 5-1 Ctetee Beaety, U-2 IMs 
lyrent, 6 Dosses Dan. 7 Chief Moose, Wdtiey Grange Boy, 12 ethers 


310 


CYCLONE HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7,650 
added 3YD lm 100yds 


GOIN6: Standard. 

STALLS: Intidr DRAW ADVANTAGE: lOfih from Bfu. tm 4T. 

■ FTbresand, left-hand, oval course. 

■ Course a N of (own cm A440. ADMISSION-. Entrance iC; ad- 
ditional SJO for anuance lo VinvtngRcAaijnuu; adduJrnaf 1 1 000 
for mcaL CAR PARE: free. 


452165- DOUBLE DIAMOND (82) |CJ K Jornsan 9 T — T WBani* 4 
031-021 CARHARTIBii BAY (8) (0) li L Uoo<& 9 1 (Seri 


SIS 


00-4311 CWLAPMO (14) (Q C Bream B 13 . 


.AWtalroffll 

JJ Larsen 7 


421040- SWUXCH (137) R Hterafaud 8 13 . 

001-051 l£ SPORT (4) (C3 A Baey a 6 15cu 


5-fill WISDOM PMNCESS(28)(C) ID) MCarecto 80. 


_Flmdi(7)2 
JI Wlrigtri (3)6 


AUi 


J.Ctaamck3 


BUNKERED FIRST THE; DauM Du (2.40), Thomas 
Crown 14.10). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Le Sport (3.10) woo 
here on Saturday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Ufl Bey {2. 1 Of) & Znu> Flyer U. 10) 
sail ITS nrika by A Moore Own Wporitoadoan. EaatStonea. 


412304 WCn»»OFU)VE(M)«9nCnamir 712, 
-7decfaretf- 


..BBankwB5 


BETTWG: 11-4 Cteeptoo. 7-2 la Sport, 9-2 Carmarthen Bay, 5-1 lOng- 
don Pnacesa, 8-1 Victim Of [rare, 7-1 Double Dtamod, 12-1 SuaRach 


O' AA | HURRICANE HANDICAP (CLASS C ) £7^50 
zrrJ added Un 4t 


1.40 


SANDSTORM AMATEURS HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) (DIV I) £3,700 added 6f 


230-344 DSvrvU£aa&lMo(»5117 MrKQotto(4)7 

*00113 DCS9IT P/VAOSR (5) (CO) 0 Chepmsn S 11 S (7er) 

JKssROskS 


CtfiCOl- H1ER KEHY f95) (CO) R AmsironE 4 100 WUbedll 

016044- CHATHAM IS1AM) (182) (Dl C BnomS 10 0 — M Larsen 6 
1L01B-1 NORTHERN UtfiON (14) (CD) M Jams 59 12 JPRDtiinen9 
020-114 CB£5IMLCHOtft|35)(0)(D)JLEyie696 


603-013 LDCHON (29) p) ^F) J l Eym S 10 13 -Mk Dlaea Jeoec 1 
2000-32 BROOAHEAD LABY pi CD) P Evas 5 10 9 -Mr A Evan* (7) 2 

30-4352 fiEIWIBtBNBt/nS(20|g))KMAdlfe6 205 

rT McCarthy 4 


5 £-2612 MENniASANYTHn (25) ICO) PF1 A Beley 7 93.. 


1(3)11 


Jteffta GeMmoit (7) 5 
3-01146 FX1D OF VISION f7]pMHliSDn 6812 _TWB» 10 
50SA52 J0f#BACr(14)(CQDH3yOi JcnesfiSP OHarttaaia 


040000- 1HEFa>(12^jPKtanng610O HbsEGeorge (7) 8 

200056- NONMNCOANCapOl) MSaMere4 9i3.. 


B 033-222 CAIDBI WNG (B) J l Ev»e 5 8 6.. 


.PFteey(5»2 


JtsC 


8 306056 RERy FOOIST9S (4) S Campon 4 9 12 . 


(7)5 


9 000531 BAOWEff (W (CD) B UeMfiyn 4 a 5 MWktoHa(7}4 

10 03-131 CUANGO (lfo (Dl R Hoenrtted585 JLjnch (7)7 

21 OOWU Ct«l£ (Iff) P Chapman 4 710 LChamodiS 

-lldectand- 


Jki S Cssplori (7)9 
5C6» BOLD IMEMOMSf (872) M Tse 5 9 ID Jfa*SL*ot (7) 6 


001 / MBS AME 0850) fDJ A (JiartetolT 10 3 C . 


BEITINC: 7-2 Nortbeni UrtOA M FWd Of Wtiod, 6-1 CeleclW Cbolr, 13- 
2 Rfeer Keen, 7-1 John Ad. 8-1 Mneta la a a ayt Mn . 10-lotlMK 


.Mr 5 Howe (7} 10 


-lDda tta r cd - 
hSntmuTi «egT)C 9 k. frw tisnSap •etfftc Jfiss Wn- 114L 
BETTWEc 7-2 Locfion, Newtogten Bettv 4-1 Breottead Lady, 9-Z Desert 
torader, 8-1 Deeply vae. 12-1 Bold Time Mete* Ibe Fed, 20-1 often 


4j0 


2 JD] 


SANDSTORM AMATEURS HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) (DfV B) £3700 added flf 

043543 SEA-0EBt(18)gn DChapmsn 7 ll 7 fiteROari,] 

5-16315 UFT BOY (13) (CD) A Moor 7 113 Hn J Moor (4) 5 


BUZZARD SELLING STAKES (CLASS E) 
£4>200 added lm If 79yds 

Tiggg NO 5UBWSSXM (5) (CQ) DCnapman 1094 — A CriharoB 
KKWAM>SraM^MReuNey5&12 S Cupp (7) 2 


004000 JONS CHOfoE PMO B Preece 6 u 12 N Adana 3 

CGOG24 JIWGLE PATROL (131 (BF) CMiffra-4 8 12 MTeMlfoS 

04055% SAHUMIBICVMonan 10812 CRuSfwS 


3 0-46605 BEST KEPT SB3&J (14) (D) P Ewr& 5 10 12 


500320 FAEZ (48) R SmpEon 6 JOB . 


-Mr A Evans (7) fi 


OG0C-OO THOMAS CROWN 0 N Water 4 8 13 ISacfc(3|S 

340000 TOP PET (G) R Atehjs; 6 B 12 5 Sanders 12 


JftwLPope (7) 7 


00200 ' PfWCEROOfey(S2SPBUtfoS106_»Ja*htelB(7)8 
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Hunter up and running for England full-back berth 

... «... 4... Ku th^ and of January an 


It will be a rare privilege 10 see 
Jonathan Davies and Robert 
Jones reunited at half-back 
for the Barbarians at 
Northampton this afternoon, 
but the really significant pres- 
ence at Franklin's Gardens 
will be on the other side: dial 
of the reluctant England wing 
and would-be full-back Ian 
Hunter. 

Alter another of the pro- 
tracted periods of inactivity - 

this one the most worrisome nf 
all - that have dogged his ca- 
reer. Hunters reappearance in 
a full Northampton side mas- 
querading as East Midlands is 
an event to p.akc Jack Rowell, 
the England manager, take 
careful notice. England want an 
attacking ftill-back? Northamp- 
ton have one. 

Bv next season. Hunter. 23. 


a graphic artist in Wellingbor- 
ough, expects to be back in the 
international reckoning, al- 
though for now he will rest con- 
tent with the pure pleasure of 
playing rugby again. Not long 
ago he could have been excused 
for wondering if he would; he 
was laid low by a virus in Sep- 
tember which put him in hos- 
pital for a fortnight and caused 
him to lose a stone. 

Given the multifarious 
mishaps that have befallen him 
since he first played for Eng- 
land. this was a final, cruel in- 
dignity. “It has given me a 
perspective on rugby and life." 
he philosophised yesterday. 
“There is, after all, more to life 
than sticking on a jersey and a 
pair of boots on a Saturday. 

“I'm not fatalistic; I’m opti- 
mistic but also a realist, and I 


Northampton's g^me with the Barbarians this afternoon could 
provide a significant boost for Jack Rowell. Steve Bale reports 


wouldn't dare imagine nothing 
else could go wrong. Rugby 
isn't a game where you can say 
you will never be injured again. 
I've been unfortunate and now', 
once again, I just want to get 
on with it.” 

Hunter first represented 
England, out of position on the 
wing, against Canada in Octo- 
ber 1992. since when he had a 
knee injury followed by two op- 
erations. an eye injury, a dis- 
located shoulder whidi caused 
his return after a week of the 
1993 Lions tour of New 
Zealand, a pulled hamstring 
and then more knee trouble 
which meant a third operation 
in 1994. 


In consequence, he had to 
withdraw from that year's Eng- 
land iour of South .Africa, go- 
ing on to miss most of last 
season but still winning selec- 
tion for the World Cup, where 
games against Western Samoa 
and France took him to seven 
caps, only one where he likes 
it at full-back. By the start of 
this season, be had never felt 
fitter. 

Hunter takes up Lhe sad 
story: "Because I had missed so 
much of last season, when I 
came back from the World 
Cup I derided to train hard 
without having any break. 
Things went really' well until af- 
ter our first league game 


against London Irish when I 
started feeling flu symptoms 
and having problems with my 
knee. A few days later 1 could 
barely get out of bed." 

When Hunter then had key- 
hole surgety to check out the 
knee there was nothing wrong, 
but tbc flu symptoms lingered 
and when he attempted to re- 
sume training his temperature 
shot up and he was admitted to 
hospit-dl with what was initial- 
ly thought to be a post- 
surgical infection. 

“Instead, they found I had a 
virus and all I could do was rest 
totally. They couldn’t give me 
any time -scale: ii was com- 
pletely unpredictable and could 


have taken four or five days, 
four or five weeks or four or 
five months to clear up. At the 
same time, ray weight went 
down from 15st to 14. 

“The harder you train, the 
lower your immune system af- 
terwards. leaving you suscep- 
tible while you are recovering 
to picking things up because 
you have exhausted all the en- 
ergy in your body. There had 
been a virus going round the 
club and I duly picked it up. 
What a virus will do is attack 
the weakest area of your body 
- that’s why both my knees 
were affected." 

Hunter has never been any- 
thiog but resilient - he has had 
to be - and a return to light 
mining by the end of Decem- 
ber was followed by a gentle 
reintroduction to rugby train- 


ing by the end of January and 
full tr ainin g in.nud-February. 
Afrer two comeback -games 
for the Northampton second 
team, an appearance in last Fri- 
day’s pre-international win at 
Gala brought him a try and two 
conversions. 

Today, the profile rises and 
if this is not yet the beginning 
of a revived ambition, then 
next season - when North- 
ampton w£fl be back in the 
First Division - most certain- 
ly will be. "I was disappoint- 
ed not to have a chance at 
fall-back in the World Ctrp and 
I still have to prove I am wor- 
.thy of being selected there, r he 
said, “Bul l believe without a 
shadow of a doubt that at my 
best I can win a place as Eng- 
land full-back. 

*Tm not expecting to go 



Hunter: Seven Eqglanti caps 

out and set the world alight 
against the' Barbarians, be- 
cause I*m not at that level. But 
in the new profes^nal game 
the selectors cannot afford to 
. ignore people playing to (he 
test of their ability, and my be- 
lief is that ifTra' playing Jike 
thai' week in' week out' for 
Northampton next season. I 
should get selected." Are you . 
listening. Jack Rowell? - " 


Jordan set 
fair for 
first victory 


Derick Allsop on the test 
for Martin Brundle's new 
team as the Formula One 
season starts on Sunday 


The freshly applied all-gold liv- 
er} is appropriate as well as lu- 
crative. This splash of sunlight 
heralds the dawn of a new era. 
a coining of age for the erstwhile 
wet-belund-the-ears kids on the 
block. Jordan are green no more. 

Five Years into life as a For- 
mula One team, they have 
grown to understand the de- 
mands and responsibilities of 
motor racing's senior order. 
Now. they admit, it is time they 
asserted themselves as mature 
and successful members of the 
grand prix community. 

Eddie Jordan, the man who 
brought his racing dream from 
Dublin to England, who won 
just about all there was to win 
in the lower formulae and then 
swaggered into the adult world 
of sport and business with his 
eraerald-clad merry men. pre- 
pares for Sunday's opening race 
of another world championship 
season, in Melbourne, a 
changed and chastened leader. 

He said: “We have had to re- 
think our attitude and approach 
to Formula One. We have 
found out just how lough it is 
to break into that top group of 
teams and there is no question 
about it. the pressure is on us 
to deliver this season. 

"But I feel we are now ready 
to do that. We have learned, we 
have developed and we are go- 


ing about this the right way. We 
have the funding and the or- 
ganisation. We have to win our 
first race this year and I believe 
we will do thaL" 

Jordan, based at Silverstooe, 
made an immediate impact on 
Formula One. Their uncom- 
plicated but effective cars, pow- 
ered by a Ford engine, carried 
them to fifth place in their 
maiden season. It was also the 
first grand prix car raced by 
Michael Schumacher. 

The prospect of a factory deal 
lured Jordan into partnership 
with Yamaha in 1992. but the 
move backfired. They mustered 
only one point all season. An- 
other switch, to Hart, lifted 
them back to fifth alter two 
years, yet the}' slipped to sixth 
with Peugeot last season. 

A second campaign with the 
French company ought to be 
more productive and the spon- 
sorship of Benson and Hedges 
has provided them with the 
means to operate, as well as 
think, big. 

Jordan said: “We have done 
everything but win a race to this 
point We’ve made the podium, 
had second and third in one race, 
but making that next step is the 
big one - and the toughest. We 
have found out the hard way that 
getting to the top takes time. We 
have had to reassess our targets." 




Dubai's 



H 



m 


Eddie Jordan: *We have to win our first race this season and I believe we will do that’ 


Photograph: Mike Hewrtt/Allsport 


He suspects Jackie Stewart, 
launching a grand prix team 
next year - ironically in tandem 
with Ford - will encounter sim- 
ilar difficulties and frustrations. 

"It's good for Formula One 
to have someone of Jackie's 
stature coming in and I am sure 
he’ll pul together a good pack- 
age," Jordan said. “But it is un- 
realistic to expect his team to 
start winning races almost 
straight away. 

“It took Williams something 
like 15 years to become a ma- 
jor team, and McLaren and 
Benetton were also around for 
several years before they bad 
any success. 

“I am sure Jackie will have to 
go through the same process. 


He’ll find Formula One is a dif- 
ferent world." 

The other significant differ- 
ence at Jordan (his season is the 
presence of the English driver. 
Martin Brundle. in place of 
Northern Ireland's Eddie 
Irvine, alongside the young 
Brazilian, Rubens Barrichello. 
Jordan believes Brundle’s in- 
fluence will prove beneficial to 
the team as a whole, and to Bar- 
riehello in particular. 

He explained: “Martin is al- 
ready having a great impact, and 
in fact, is probably giving us 
more input than we can cope 
with. He has a tremendous well 
of knowledge and he is bring- 
ing that to us. 

“We were rubbished bv some 


for taking on Martin. We are, 
after all, supposed to be the 
team that gives young drivers 
their chance. Bui we can’t be a 
kindergarten all our lives, and 
we were perhaps missing some- 
thing - the kind of experience 
he can bring. 

“People question Martin's 
qualifying, but he is a hard and 
very fine racer. Remember he 
beat Senna eight times when he 
was in Formula Three with us. 
in ‘S3. With only one qualifying 
session and the situations that 
can lumber you with, you need 
two good racers. 

“We've almost had Martin 
back a couple of times before. 
He responds to a loving fami- 
ly. He thrives on it. He is a sol- 


id team man, ancFno longer has 
the fire burning in him for the 
championship. If he wins It, fine, 
but at the age of 36 he doesn’t 
feel he has to. 

“He’s helping Rubens, who 
realises that Last year. Rubens 
was vying with Irvine, looking 
after number one. They were 
loo similar, too busy with their 
own agendas. We felt we had to 
split them for the good of the 
team. Rubens is like us. at a crit- 
ical stage. He also knows be has 
to perform this year." 

Jordan sees men under pres- 
sure all about him - Damon Hill 
and Williams-Renault, everyone 
at Ferrari, everyone at 
McLaren-Mercedes. everyone 
at Benetton-RenauiL He has a 


hunch one of his former drivers, 
Jean Alesi, will come through 
it ahead of the pack and win for 
Benetton. ' 

A race win, rather than 
championship success, will suf- 
fice for Jordan this year. Indi- 
cations in winter testing were 
encouraging, but then teams 
have been known to produce 
distorted performances to se- 
cure sponsors’ signatures. 

Jordan, in any case, is ready 
to be judged .from Sunday on- 
wards. “It's what happens from 
now on that matters. We’ve 
got 16 races to prove ourselves . 
and we are not hiding from that 
fact. We are facing up to iL to 
the test and to the truth. And 
we’re determined to deliver." 


i 




Wardley sisters ahead Ballesteros Sampras to miss Cup 
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YOUR 
BILLS 
TO GAS 
MARK 
LOW 


If you're currently spending more- than £1 100 a year on 
gas, our simple recipe could cut your bills dramatically. 

Take one telephone. Dial our number. Discover hoiv 
much you could save by switching to low cost gas from 
Amerada. 

With no new pipes or roadworks, there'll be no 
disruption or inconvenience. Call us now and there'll be 
no need to simmer when you get your next bill. 

HESS 

RMERRDR HESS GRS . 

CALL 0500 00 1 1 00 I 


bringing low cost 
gas to you 


Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER 
reports from Dubai 

Two British sisters were flying 
high in the semi-finals of the 
Hobie Cat 16 World Champi- 
onships here yesterday. Nicola 
Wardley is crewing for the Aus- 
tralian Bob Engwunda. who is in 
first place after six races. Liz is 
in third place with the Papua 
New Guinea-based Australian 
Mark Laruffa, sandwiching the 
South African pair William and 
Lucinda Edwards. 

Coming up fast- however, 
are the favourites. The South 
African Blaine Dodds, who has 
won his national championship 
nine times and been second five 


times at World Championships, 
is lying fifth out of the 1 12. One 
place behind is Brazil's Claudio 
Cardoso, silver medallist in 
Mexico last year, and in eighth 
place is the defending world 
champion. Aaron Worrall. also 
from Australia. 

The best placed British are 
Matthew Eeles and Philip Hlld- 
yard who are 40ih and need to 
perform well today in what 
may only be one more race be- 
fore the cut to the final 56 is 
made for tomorrow and Friday. 
At 62nd are the seeded Mark 
and Victoria Farrow, while 
Stephen ftuk and Ruth Veni- 
er-Jones, at 65th. may have 
found the blustery winds too 
much for their relatively light- 
weight combination. 


I WEEKEND POOLS FIXTURE S_| 


FA Carting Premiership 

1 Everton y Coventry 1 

2 West Ham v Midotasorough 1 

Also pteytag (not on co u pons): Ajton Villa .- 
Queen's Part Rangers. 

FA Cup (not on coupons): Saturday: Wth- 
round replay: Twermam v rtatongfiam Fores. 
51*01 round; Chelsea / Wtattedon. Sunday: 
SadO raund: Leeds v uveraooi. Monday: Scab 
mind: Mancnesaer LirwEW y Southern tnen. 

EndsMgh Insurance League 
First Division 

3 Bairsiev v Ipswiefl 1 

4 Crystal Palace v Wes Bwiwn? ..I 

5 Norwich v Porarvulh X 

6 Sheffield uu v Stct® 1 

7 Sunderland v Oerfiir __.JC 

8 Tianmete v Brmmahain 2 

9 Warlord V OWH8TO 1 

10 Waxen . Readng _...l 

Abo playing (not on coupons]: Charter. * i\,ui- 
was. Huddersfield v Lumi: bacesar . CWnsoy: 
Port Vale * Sarnenfl. 

Second Division 

11 eucApooi v rjwc, county —X 

12 Brenticrd » Wied^m .2 

13 Bristol City v Burniey _.l 

14 Chesterfield v Brighton . ... 1 

15 Crewe v Qrsol Hovers .1 

16 Hut Cev u Bournemouth 01 

17 (Word UU v BreOJora 1 

IS ftahort-jm v Swansea -X 

19 Shrwisbur/ v W/cemM 2 

20 SJOChDOrt Y Petcrporough .1 

21 Tor* v Cartel* 1 

Aba playing (not on coupons): Swindon Town 
v WabalL 

Third Division 

22 Barnet v Chester 1 

23 Camondae Uid •, Piynouffi 2 

24 Caorff VTuinam „ 

25 Colchester v 8urv _.Jt 

2fl OvW.grc. ,T«du3y . .. _.l 

27 &teit« v Dancroer . 2 

28 GiiMitfurr. i Pnsicn 1 

29 Hsocwol v Mansfield ............... X 

30 Uncoil / V.’iggn 2 

31NOfSWip®nv$<wootr«jtfi X 

32 aocWWr* v L efm Oners. - - 1 

33 ScundYw y Hereto*: 1 


GM VauxbaD Conference 

34 BOnneham , X 

36 Bath Crt» v ilorecarrije. J. 

36 H tont&PH v Famborou&i- — 1 

37 hemenflg » OKBSN-ad.. 1 

38 fjOdemur ror •• V.eimg .. 1 

39 MacCesT*#) v Hairtu 1 

40 Pvrtco «r< •. Dover — - — X 

41 Siough % 0j3ertf«j>-i 1 

42 SoiWipo>- i Broms^oie — X 

43 Stalftmoge y Sur.e«Y^<r . 2 

44 Taioro / — — — .....Jt 

lets League Premier Division 

46 Hayes . EnfceM — 1 

48 Kngaohun v Crshalwn -1 

47 Motesry w B-umiev .._„1 

48 Sunon UW y Hendon -X 

49 wording v Pur«ee:..— .2 

50 Yew! v Si Atoans - -2 

Bell’* Scottish League 
Second Division 

51 Ayr / Mortrcae — . — * 1 

52 Queen oJ the Scutr. j East Fife — -1 

53 Stem»uceiT)vr v Oyde - X 

64 Stirling > sit/anraer — 1 

Also playing (not on coupons): Forfar v Bet- 
wrdi Ban&STI. 

Third Division 

65 Anson Rover* , Ln-ngRar 2 

66 Bieciun y Quecr'c Pap. X 

57 0cM*roea2> v Eiij County — — 2 

58 Eos Siting t Aitrcain ...... ..............1 

Aim plsytne (not on coupons;: Saturday. Firel 
Division: Oumtirta-i . Dunfemlme: Mcflcn 
Hatriian. Torments Scottish Cop fifth round: 
Aberdeen ■. Ai-ve: Caiesonan TNsw v Ranjws 
rat rarfttctefiarf. Ol rJt*:. SntdayiToonents 
Scottish Cup fifth round: Ce Its ■. Dundee Una- 
ed. 

FOUR DRAWS- i Fcrsma eh. Rmnw- 

nam v Swansea, Altmefcam v Wahng, Brenrwi 
v Queer sPar*. 

FIVE AWAYS: BJTTinjJmrr.. V.'jajmbe. Ply 
maun. Scrvesa?;. ftas Cam. 

THi HOMES: Evertor-. OrM PaUrce. VVohcs. 
Snstol C itr, Dertr-aov OMVpm. MaeefesficM. 
Sough. East String. 


tables his 
Olympic bid 

Goff 


Seve Bailesieros. who resumes 
his career in Morocco tomorrow 
after a break of nearly six 
months, is pushing for golf to 
become an Olympic sport again. 

Ballesteros has spoken to the 
International Olympic Com- 
mittee president. Juan Antonio 
Samaranch, a fellow Spaniard, 
arguing for Lhe sport to be in- 
cluded in the Sydney Games in 
2000. It last appeared in 1904. 

“I told him that including golf 
in the Olympics was not only of 
interest to golf, but also to the 
IOC,” he said. “It could be good 
business, and the Eastern bloc 
countries would start to be in- 
terested in golf. It would boil 
down to us having to play an ex- 
tra week and that’s it. It would 
be just another tournament.” 

There had been talk of golf 
returning to the Games this 
summer - it might even have 
been played at Augusta, home 
of the Masters - but the IOC 
ruled against it in January 1993. 
■ The Northumberland Chal- 
lenge - the first new European 
tour event in England for eight 
years - is to be held at Slalcy 
Hall from 13 to 16 June. 


TODAY’S. 

NUMBER 


The number of opening part- 
ners that Sachi n Tendulkar has 
had in the five games India 
have played in the cricket 
World Cup. Nayiot Sjdhu. be- 
came the latest against Zim- 
babwe today. 


Tennis 


Ptete Sampras has opted out of 
the United Slates’ defence of 
the Davis Cup until the final 
stages, slating that the compe- 
tition ought to be suspended 
during an Olympic Games year, 
writes John Roberts. 

“I honestly don't think the 
Davis Cup should be played in 
an Olympic year," the Wimble- 
don champion and world No 1 
said yesterday. “It should maybe 
be played once every two years." 

Sampras, who helped his 
country triumph against Russia 
in Moscow last December, 
missed the opening round 
match against Mexico in Cali- 
fornia a month ago and wfll not 


play in the -quarter-final in the 
Grech Republic on 5 April. He 
has told the American captain. 


Tom Gullikson, that he would 
be available if the team ad- 
vances to the semi-finals! 

“Last year I paid the price in 
some ways with the travelling 
and playing a lot of tennis, and 
this year 1 just felt it was too 
much,” Sampras said. 

He considers that hs quest for 
the French Open last June was 



in the Davis Cup quarter-final in 
I tafy immediately after the Lip- 
ton Championships in Florida in 
March. “I felt it burnt me out a 
little bit," he said. “I just wish 
there was a better schedule to en- 
able us to be more committed to 
playing the Davis Cup." 





TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 

r.30 untoss WMEtf 

EUROPEAN CUP 
QUARTER -FINALS HRST LEG 

Legia Warsaw v Panatfclnafiws 

Manias v Spartak Moscow 

Real Madrid v luintaa 
Bonrssta Dortmund u Apt* . 

FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 

Aston VUta v Sheffield Wad (7.45) 

QPR v Loads (7-45) 

ENOSLOGH INSURANCE LEAGUE 

SECOND mVISION 

Notts Coumv v WaisaH (745J 

Wycombe v Brighton (7^) 

Sax'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

Alntrle * Hmwatmi - 

DonfennCoe v Dundee 

SECOND DIVISION 

Ross County v AfMoo Rovers 

UNBOND LEAGUE Prosbtenfs Cup Ant 
round replay: Boston UlC v AlfiPton. 

ICJS LEAGUE First DMskm: Atxn&ion Town 
vChashain 

BEAZBt HOMES LEAGUE Mfcfland DMsfcw 
SoEhjH Borough " Dudley. Soolhem DMrion: 
Poole v Cind&rford. 

FEDERATION BREWERY NORTHERN 
LEAGUE First DMstan: FenyiUI v Sioddon. 
Craven Cup second round: DwUrgaon cs v 
Ryhcce CA, Norton v Moroeih. 

GREAT MBXS LEAGUE Prewitt Division: 
Cjtne v Wesrtjuiy. 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier DM. 
store Stowmadtet v Haategh: Sudbwy Town 
v Comoro. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Rret Di- 
vtrion: Prescoi * Ctatttanon; StoHmerslate 
j Giosscp. 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE Pi®, 
mtor DMsforc KSjrri v HuefcraO, LeotpH Cup 
fourth-round replay; OS'Wtt AJbton v North 
Femur WflMnson Sword Trophy third- 
round replay: Sfflty v WrasSroughi Bridge. 
PRESS AND JOURNAL HIGHLAND LEAQU& 

LKdKTioiin v Hatn. 


LEAGUE OF WALES: POrthmadcft v Atwys- 
twym (7.451: Cambran v Brton ftity. 

IRISH COCA-COLA FLOODLIT Clip Senn-fl- 
nafc Pwtadown v GJentorarv (at Moumafew 
Park LurganJ. 

PONTWS LEAGUE First DMsfon: BfctcWam 
Rovers vLWopocK 7.0) 'atPnSfDnNortfi&idl; 
Dertjy Coumy v Steff&tt UM i fXf); Wotos v 
NevKastte UM rat Tafforti im. Second Dt- 
Tristan: HuMarsfiew Town v ftjrt Vale (7.0): 
Hun City v Gnmsfty Town (7.0); Marchesror 
CIW v Burnley (7.0) for WKton A*tonJ; MKJ- 
L£«KterCrty (7.0): Rotherham 
UWv Barnsley (7.0): Y«fc City v Bradford Oty 
17.0). Third DtvMore Carlisle v Scaroorou,:'. 
(7.0); Chester v Lincoln Cfly r7.0i:.Wtewi y 
S cunthorpe (7.01. 

SIS? "^5^ COMBWAIION Rrst 

tetre v Oriord utd; Crystal Palace v Chelsea 
(7J3| (at Ouincft Hornet): Ktwboi Town v wy- 
I 0 ^ 1 v VMmaedon; Watford 
vMIBwefl (2J3). Second Divtstoru Bath Oty 
v Bamemouth (at KsynsAany: Bimun&tam 
C^nrjojquay Urt) (7.0) MSUianCoWe/M: 
CareBff oty v Ptymoum An&te (2.0). 

FA youth CUP Rfm round: OMham v West 
Mam 17.0). 

Rugb y Union 

REPRESENTATIVE MATCH; vsdtonds v 

BaiCanara (3,0) iat Nortwnyxwi. 

CUB MATCJffiS-.Cnrrond^e IWwnaly vPen- 
BwrE (7.15J; Gaia v Nemcastta I7.0i: Nun. 
eatonvRu^iy(7.l5). ' 

TOUR MATCH: CKtoftJ Unnwsflv v hamn n«io *n 
Uniwsity (Japan) (3.0). 

HART GILMORE FOUR COUNTIES CHAM*. 
WNSHRVW«tea»SHerefartJsrtiey(3fe»er 
BnWngiem {TJXfi IM WonxstBr). 

Other .sports 

BOWLS: Bmnh Men’s ChLn^acnsittK (Auswv 

BM««ABA finals (National indoor Ansia, 
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Newcastle fearful 




of red menace 


The country’s footballing root- 
light now moves to Manchester. 
How wflj their pretenders react? 
Having trailed Newcastle Unit- 
ed all season, Manchester Urnt- 
ed will go top of the Premiership 
if they win at Quceo's Park 
Rangers on 16 March. 

Form suggests they will do 
just that and, while Newcastle 
can retake the lead at home to 
West Ham two days later, the 

pair are likely to trade places un- 
til April Fool’s Day. That is 
when Newcastle, who will be 
second if both sides have woo 
their games, visit Airfield. 

Enter the third force. Liver- 
pool, like Manchester United 
are peaking when it matters. By 
1 April they could well be 


Glenn Moore 

sees a difficult 
fortnight ahead for 
Kevin Keegan 

level with Newcastle (they have 
a trio of home games and one 
□way before then). 

Newcastle were verbally de- 
fiant on Monday night, but the 
body language betrayed them. 
Kevin Keegan's natural confi- 
dence was mured, his chair- 
man’s customary ebullience 
dimmed. 

"It is stfii ours to win," said 
Sir John Hall, when press and 
public surrounded him as Mmr- 
day night turned to Tuesday 


McCoist fixed on 
Euro 96 place 


Ally McCoist, the injury-hit 
33-year-old Rangers striker, is de- 
termined to lead from the front 
for dub and country this season. 

“You don't need to be Mas- 
termind to know that you have 
to be playing regularly and 
scoring to be one of our strik- 
ers for Euro 96," McCoist said 
at the end of Scotland’s two-day 
squad get-together at Troon’s 
Marine Highland Hotel yes- 
terday. “1 think 1 can do that be- 
tween now and the end of the 
season. My hunger and desire 
is still there, rest assured of 

that.” 

Unlike his recent run as a 
guest captain on Question of 
Sport, McCoist had all the right 
answers so much so that he used 
a simple administrative exercise 
to make his point to Brown. 

Scotland's leading players 
were asked for their favoured 
shirt number in case they make 
manager Craig Brown's final se- 
lection. “I pul down No 9 as my 
top jersey - and also as my sec- 
ond preference. If that doesn't 
gel the message across, nothing 
will!" McCoist said. 

An appearance against Aus- 
tralia in three weeks’ time 
. would land McCoist a place in 
the Scottish Football Associa- 
tion’s Hall of Fame for players 
with 50 caps. However, McCoist 
has started only two matches for 
Rangers in 19% with a series of 
niggling injuries. 

In his 13 years at Jbrox,he has 
seen off a couple of dozen rival 
strikers - from Mark Falco to 
Oleg Saienko - and had a warn- 
ing for latest £1.5m arrival from 
Denmark, Erik Bo Andersen. 


"I still feel if 1 am playing for 
Rangers I will score more goals 
than anyone," McCoist said. 

Yesterday the Euro 96 games 
against the Netherlands, Eng- 
land and Switzerland were in 
the sights of McCoist, Brown 
and company as they did a 
light training session at Kilmar- 
nock, minus several injured 
players. 

“It has been very worthwhile 
having the players together for 
30 hours," Brown said. “We 
have undergone the statutory 
medical tests for every player, 
including drugs, which has been 
stepped up after the Diane 
Modahl affair in athletics. 

“Now I have two months to 
settle on the squad because I 
would like to tell players by the 
end of the league season on 4 
May."’ 

The squad for 27 March 
friendly against Australia at 
Hampden will be the next guide 
and Blackburn's Kevin Galla- 
cher is a contender to start that 
game after more than two years’ 
exile. 

“IV been through hell" said 
Gallacher, who has suffered 
two broken legs. “Colin Hendry 
kept coming back from Scotland 
trips and kept me in touch with 
what was going on, so that was 
a help. And seeing the way Alan 
Shearer came back after a me- 
dial knee ligament injury was 
another inspiration. 

“I was in the Scotland squad 
for the European Champion- 
ships in Sweden, so I would 
love to do it again, especially 
after losing two years oF my 
career." 


morning. He then, tellingly, 
took a long-term view. “It is not 
the end of the world. The future 
is ours. We are here a year ear- 
ly and we will be dominating 
British football for the next 10 
years.” Judging by Old Traf- 
fbrd’s growing structure, and the 
presence in Monday's 14 of six 
youth products, the future is red 
So, too, is the present unless 
Keegan can lift his men. 

While most recent champions 
have survived being beaten by 
their nearest challengers, New- 
castle may be developing a 
complex about Manchester 
United. They are the only team 
Newcastle have not beaten 
since returning to the top divi- 
sion and, after Monday's first 
half, they must wonder if they 
ever wflL The confidence dear- 
ly drained away after Eric Can- 
tona's goal, just as it coursed 
into the visitors* veins. 

While both his opponents are 
now embroiled in the FA Cup, 
Keegan has 12 days in which to 
restore belief It ought be a good 
time to take the squad away, to 
Spain or somewhere like it, to 
recuperate and recharge. While 
there, a few video showings of 
the first half, during which 
Newcastle's pace and move- 
ment bewildered Manchester, 
may help - but Les Ferdinand 
wiU have to leave the room first 

The striker never looked like 
scoring from a succession of 
chances - but in his defence only 
one came to bis head, and then 
he was not coming on to the 
ball. It would have Been a good 
night for Alan Shearer. 

Without Keith Gillespie on 
the right Newcastle lack balance 
and crosses, while Faustino As- 
prilla, with his eye for a pass and 
his quicksilver 'feet, duplicates 
Peter Beardsley rather than 
than Ferdinand or Gillespie. For 
all his quality an FA suspension, 
for the bead-butt and elbow on 
Keith Curie, may prove a dis- 
guised blessing for the leaders. 

Then there is the defence. 
Who will be dropped when 
Darren Peacock returns? Per- 
haps Philippe Albert could 
move to left-back. As at Old 
Trafford John Beresford was 
missing, drawn into the centre 
when it mattered. Yet this is no 
time to experiment - as the un- 
certainty with three central de- 
fenders has illustrated. 

Plenty, then, for Keegan to 
ponder as he awaits a return to 
the fray. Newcastle are a long 
way from being finished but, 
though David Batty was sup- 
posed to be the last piece of the 
jigsaw, they are not the finished 
article either. 


Partick made to wait over appeals 


Partick Thistle w01 have to wait 
until today’ (o leant if two of their 
layers have been successful in 
ncals against suspension, 
{"he Scottish Football Assori- 
■n’s referee disciplinary corn- 
ice yesterday investigated 
situation or Rod McDonald 
i Steve Pittman following in- 
tents in a Premier Division 
atch against Rangers. The ref- 


Le Roux is 
sent off again 
on his return 

Rugby Union 

The former Springbok prop, Jo- 
han Ic Roux, was sent off four 
days after returning from a 
iy-month suspension as Trans- 
vaal lost 13-9 to the Australian 
Capital Territory in a Supcr-12 
match yesterday. 

Le Roux was dismissed by the 
referee. Whyne Erickson, five 
minutes into the second half af- 
ter allegedly butting the oppos- 
ing hooker, Marco Caputo, who 
left the field with blood stream- 
ing from a gashed forehead but 
returned after treatment- 

Le Roux, 34. was given his bon 
after biting the car of the New 
Zealand captain. Scan Fitz- 
patrick, during a Test against the 
All Blacks in July 1994 - he was 
sent home from the tour and 
ruled out of last year’s World 
Cup in South Africa. He was ex- 
pected to appear before a Su- 
per- 1 2 tournament judiciary 
committee yesterday, before 
Transvaal flew- to New Zealand 
for (heir next Super- 12 match 
against Otago on Saturday. 

The Transvaal and South 
Africa coach. Kilch Christie, 
said Le Roux had retaliated af- 
ter having his nose broken by an 
ACT player, but he added that 
the player would be sent home 
If the judiciary committee found 
g im guilty of foul play. “He has 
a oroken nose, whether he was 
hit first or hit second he has 
come off second best and the 
team has come off third best." 
Christie said. 

The Springbok and Transvaal 
hooker. James Dalton, has lost 
an appeal against a two-match 
suspension after dismissal in a 
a Super-12 match Iasi Friday. 


eree Jim McGilvray, who has 
since resigned, cautioned Mc- 
Donald at the interval for cross- 
ing himself as be left the pitch. 

McDonald received a further 
booking during the game and was 
sent off. but is appealing against 
the first yellow card. Pittman, 
who was a spectator, was given 
a red card three times for his 
comments to the referee. 


The Dunfermline assistant 
manager. Dick Campbell has 
been banned from the dug-out 
until the end of the season af- 
ter comments made to the ref- 
eree in a match against Airdrie. 

Clydebank and the West of 
Scotland rugby club arc in- 
volved in talks which could 
lead to them both moving to a 
new stadium in Glasgow. 


Henman hits new heights 


Tennis 

Tim Henman, ranked No 79 in 
the world, had one of the best 
wins of his career when he beat 
Jan Sieinerink of the Nether- 
lands 7-6, 7-6 in the first round 
of the ATP Tour event in Rot- 
terdam yesterday. 

Henman, the 21-ycar-oId 
from Oxford, won the first tie- 
break 8-6 and the second 1 1-9 
against the world No 22. 

Players gain bonus points 
for beating higher-ranked play- 
ers so Henman could go above 
his previous best world ranking 
of 78 when the next list is pub- 
lished on Monday. 

Jeremy Bates, the former 
British No 1 from Surrey, and 
Southampton's Chris Wlkinson 
both won their opening match- 
es in the ATP Challenger in 
Stockholm in convincing style. 

Bates, now 33 and intending 


to retire after Wimbledon this 
year, beat Australia’s Richard 
Fromberg 6-3, 7-5, while Wilkin- 
son, also a former British No 1. 
defeated Yahiya Dourabia. of 
Senegal, 6-3 6-3. 

In contrast, Danny Sapsford. 
another Surrey player, was de- 
cisively beaten 6-3. 6-0 by Swe- 
den’s Palrik Fredriksson in his 
first-round match. 

Steffi Graf, out of action 
with a foot injury since winning 
the WTATbur Championships 
in November, has entered the 
Evert Cup which starts today in 
Indian Wells, California. 

Now co- ranked No 1 with 
Monica Seles. Graf joins a field 
including Seles, Conchila Mar- 
tinez, Gabriela Sahatini, Kimflco 
Date, Anke Huber. Mary' Joe 
Fernandez. Lindsay Davenport 
and Chanda Rubin. Graf won the 
Evert Cup in 1994. the last time 
she competed in Indian Wells. 


Parke postpones comeback 


Squash 

England's Simon Parke, who 
has just completed a course of 
chemotherapy for testicular 
cancer, has delayed his return 
to international competition. 

The Nottingham-based 23- 
vcar-old has decided the next 
two major tournaments, the 
Equitable Life finals of the Hi- 

Tuc PSA Super Series in Hatfield 

followed by the Leekes British 
Open in Cardiff in the next four 
weeks, have come too soon. 

“I had hoped to get straight 
back into action," the England 
No 2 said. “I have kept up my 
practice since surgery for the re- 
moval of a tumour in January and 
a course of chemotherapy since. 
"But the chemo destroys 


white blood cells as well as can- 
cer cells, which leaves the body 
a bit out of balance. 

“I was convinced I could get 
back for the Super Series play- 
offs and 1 always wanted to play 
the British Open. Cher the week- 
end. though. I came to the con- 
clusion the important thing Is lo 
gel myself bade to full fitness. ~ 

Oxford’s Mark Cairns, rhe ! 
Eng land No 5. is the next high- j 
est points scorer on the Hi -Tec j 
P^SuperSeriesrircuiLaiKlhe I 
now joins the world champion, | 
Jansher Khan of firiristan. Rod- i 
ncy Eyles and Brett Martin of j 
Australia, Peter Nicd of Scotland 
and England's Del Harris. Chris S 
Whiter and Mark Chaloner. in I 
the Equitabfc Life finals at Hat- | 
field’s Galleria Outlet Centre, j 
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Joe Bugner: Tm more relaxed now and ready to give youiq* Scott a few lessons’ 

Bugner back to talk a i 


Even Muhammad Ali in his 
prime would have been hard 
pressed to live with Joe Bugn- 
er yesterday - as far as talking 
a good fight goes, that is. 

Boxing’s latest fighting gran- 
dad, just off the plane after a 23- 
hour flight from Australia, look- 
ed in surprisingly good shape, 
physically as well as mentally, as 
he sparred with his old media 
mates of two decades ago at the 
Cate Rovale in London yester- 
day. Let's hope he is still in the 
same condition after the latest of 
his comebacks on 16 March. 

The danger to Bugner lies not 
so much in the punching pow- 
er of his opponent, the Uttle- 
known British and Common- 
wealth champion. Scott Welch, 
whom he meets at the Deutsche 
land Hall in Berlin, as the temp- 
tation lo cany on boxing at the 
age of 46 should he m But 
since the fight is on the same 
night as not only Bruno-Tyson. 
but Nascem Hamed’s first de- 
fence of his World Boxing Or- 


Cfive White hears some familiar sounds 
from a 46-year-old British heavyweight 


ganisation featherweight cham- 
pionship against Said Lawal, 
there is every chance that it 
could go completely unnoticed 
outside of Berlin bierkeEers. ' 

Thanks to George Foreman, 
the prospect of fighting grandads 
is not as preposterous as it ought 
to be. Indeed it was hard not to 
92e the funny side of this partic- 
ular match, given that Welch 
owns two old people’s homes on 
the South Coast (“I'm used to 
dealing with old people"). 

The affable old champ took 
it all in good humour, though he 
was bitter about the British 
Boxing Board of Control’s re- 
fusal to grant him a licence to 
fight in this country. The Board 
have said they whl review their 
decision if be wins. The Bu- 
dapest-born Bugner was never 
taken to his adopted country’s 
bosom like Our Enery and be- 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Athletics 

Brtswi ha - * lest a ttwd J00 meres run- 
ner from tre Eurc^iean Indoor Champ- 
'crsftps m SKCn-hDlfn ms weekend. Guy 
StfkxA wit yesterday with a leg 

irjiry. joirv.Tg Mart. Hylton and MeJarue 
Nee* on the s-celines. 

Ths sanms.'s G .ver: Torrence and Dono- 
van Bailey. c f Canada, have won me 
overall trees on the American indoor 
grand prt* cacct. 


Basketball 

Wfc^BPlKV «^ 98 . 0 aro*. 99 Jtt 3 r*S 
SO-. O-or* HO “V 97: San Mono Ml 

5«n(' W. 8L 


BHQards 

STRACHAN Ufc CTUMPIONSMPS (Wlgtt) 
Quart ar-fimbs S rtnci bt 0 Sneodon 

Set. 1213- 1M€: G Sm «l W M Potor, (M> 


Bowls 

BRITISH INDOOR CKAMPtOHSMPSCAocMft- 
toefc) Hnate Vina da w- funs, (J Pncf. '.m m jal 
K E-gare 1 S&c. Zxvxi 21 -13. Wpta: WaKS 
iH --ce S r .ew . : - Svnscai t * Enpana 

■3 C'~co*. i Hers, P .arvxopeucs -Itey ¥#■ 
Pews; ScaCand ;l Gaj»Uv. S Reed. 
E .crTir-vj-. P ‘A&lgp - Pie'SancfcJ K Ita- 
lic -1 Ccr. i PBjOsnblr. DQxW! 

- 5ef*r. :3-:r Junior ihUsc Entfsnd (M 
Rcta. Me S.-ro- 1 tt Scsttma 'C ftcf . mond. 
cnrwt* -i :9 

WOMENS All BKOjUO HDOOR QMMPfOM- 
51 BP 5 (Soctimpcaw Phuplon of Oop 
torts seari-flnata Tj Sw iTTwrsBY) fit P PrcuJ 

'21 U.ltotaicfiaMtfaasfatofWt 

PsvP^wnwviuriFPeins 
25-6: Baronr Pan. -a Men: t* PVAons Lod> «S 
Is- 12: irrjTCEr Cnorrton tS Racfnd 
tt Tj.tr 23- 10 . ate p«ra craft How- 

eociiJCeer n Kn; Ccc^: Petf Ufifinari 21- 
r srur t: te. raw* ts 
15 15; i w ^ 

*9 TcwnSff J ZvtVXK. S3-1& S«nn © Mae 
IK TVrww***- a ROO0Q I 38-15; EKsettso 
? 'AJMS. 5* Crxt -j -Mxmi 1G-1& 

Football 

BKUNOwoKirssqiHOivnir. Bum 

Oonmnp mu Wlar. C O I O IIM . IS MwUiy 

Cve V roa: . Unr ‘A*c n*"!. Brwoptm 
'Cxvir. xc 1 . fjnta jaJ i. Mapac -tray, 
ar . lltamiud a*y. liwg«.Eaa 
‘irzyxr . lertan .-Ae-rary SodBi C&artx*,, 
teW •^usarecte.. Mbm iVwnMj. 

. Wa i r ar’FycjgrBBllBai.EM- 
lev Jgg g . WOCUr ■C.’BjWni. 

nuwsnK5aMK<MM'«v**g-a &w e an 
Cti ,.^ri 

■KM08TTS U7E RESUUS: F* CprWigProot- 
ttrjUft 'rose r, va LV 1 9i Smm- 
Sad CeatenPtx *wewsWe 1 Han't 0: 
5 s , «'Ji¥3 5c*: 2. feblaprhwWra- 
■'."•vr 1 0.’sji O rtdrd OWWorv Tung 
2 a. Uo r Bood • — f PMIMtrfm 

0»aoBoodraoneO.-w,lBjCCr 1 Saaz- 
«r H w m i I PraoMer PiM M a ii: Cmtn- 

'oe: J Swfr' 2 I —gin Rnt 

OMatoci—- ffT-a .TnCBrarvuenO Sac- 
and Pn n i o n - v.i-creyr O*. : HjCom^bic 0 
.■rwssr.AJw DMBMaoctiKcrCco 
T, J-.vaaf. r — eowt— nw rmirtnoflnn W 
ianl OMMoe r <wraBa L n«oi— 

Cup (oistM mat ft — latier 2 ewci 2 fat 

"evt* 


Hockey 

AEWMA CUP DRAW mmt AMnc® »Hnrv 

don: Cantoinv i CMmsiw SroadoM; cwten 
* Bah an Lens— : HM—an Maews * Don—c 
Stuocns v ipmnoi: Ohon v Qacv: 
swum * w **W—pth e 5tgvrwrti Sans, m— 
m omtoKd Sunta* IT Matcfi). 
fMTKMffORKWqMrf— CMmy&NbVi 
w* wdf v Baruirt: ttsweb c»y » koowob: M— » 
Hem « wc Cnswdc w> CS ft mmb v Stesom- 
ftU. (Pes to be itayed Surujp IrUtr&il. 
m vcroMNs ma—rr omw* s«nuin— B on- 
tan) vennratjuffs w BMey; Carnot* v Eaxsota. 
iTies 07 ae oUrfiXl Stjxfr H March). 

Ice bockay 

Humbeiwde Hawks yesterday sacked 
their Canadian coach. John Griffith, rf- 
tBf hts feture to earn them a top-few 
Dntsh in the Bnosh Wermer Dmston. The 
move comes just days before the 
Hawks embark on a sx-matt* Cham- 
ptonswp ptey-off senes, starting at 
Durham Wasps on Saturday 

EASTEWI CfflHffiWE 
NORTHEAST Om»0N 

W L T SF QAPTS 

PKataMW 38 21 4 2S3 219 80 

— Ml 30 21 7 210 203 87 

Bo— 27 22 8 211 214 62 

Hartford 26 » 7 133 129 St 

■urttao — 26 30 7 188 193 SB 

Otti lia 12 48 3 147 237 27 

ATLANTIC tXVtSHM 

NT Rants* 35 17 13 228 180 83 

Florida 35 20 8 209 182 78 

It l WB— ! ■ 32 1912 216 172 79 

31 25 8 181 167 70 

Noar— aqr 29 25 9 160 152 87 

Taospa Bay. ... 29 25 B 194 199 *7 

NT I — da» 13 3? 8 183 247 44- 

wesibw core uujk c 
CENTRAL DtVBMN 

tHBoB 47 12 4 241 140 98 

C—ca » 2111210 175 77 

8C Louts 27 24 12 172 181 88 

WMpag 28 30 4 215 220 SO 

T— U 25 30 lO 187 199 60 

Dtfaa 70 31 12 186 21fi B2 

Mcme timstoN 

(fetarado 37 18 10 2S7 183 84 

?fi 24 15 233 216 87 

eatoay 25 28 U 191 19? El 

LMtapMaa M 32 IS 210 245 U 

M—B 23 35 6 179 208 82 

WBI B WM H 72 35 7 178 243 U 

>» * "* »* — ■ ■ .J4 44 6 197 279 34 

■ttntfwd pOf-Off oertti 

Olympic Games 

Jtfm iltffe was announced os presides 
at ttie S)Cnw Or^nsmg Comnxnee Ur 
the Otympe Games yestetdajL ISfie, who 
ft Chaman of Wooftvoiths. replaces Gary 
ftmterton. chatrman cf Qarms Am^s. 


RaByk^ 

Britain's Coftn McRae won hrs flret Ral- 
ly of Thaiiand yesterd^ setting a total 
of 10 fastest-stap! omes as he finshed 
3J seconds ahead of ms Subau lean- 
mate, Kermh Enksson of Sweden. 
HBIIV or THABM1D mat reoad or dm «» 
Enatie miRirn ii THv I ««*i 8 ftiW anotbooi: 
X C McftK 1691 SuSBTj 3*r 35nn J7iefc 2 K 
Er*38on 5 m) 3uoam335 4S. 2 PlBtB Wia- 


Iieves thar “{one or two at the 
board] still baw the meedQe^witfi 
him for beating Henry Cooper 
in that controversial contest, the. 
25 th anniversary of which be will 
mark with the fight against 
■Weldvwbo was two at the time. 
“Cooper walked in my shadow 
as a fighter," Bugner said. . 

Carrying a couple of stones 
more, at 18 and a half, than in 
his halcyon days when be fought 
very creditably against the likes 
of All and Joe Frazier (whom 
he still believes he beat at Earls 
Court in 73), Bugner sees this 
undercard match as a mere 
stepping stone to the tikes of 
Tyson (shudder the thought),- 
Bruno and Bruce Selsdon. "I 
would love to eventually fight 
Bruno again because I believe 
I was done an injustice in our 
fi^rt at White Hart Lane nine 
years ago," Bugner said. “He 


Rugby Union 

Lavatfve have continued their setecaon 
shuffles tv gMng e^A their CIS 

County ChamptereOp debuts r> this Set- 
urda/s seirs-find agasnst Warwick- 
shire at Preston Grasshoppers. There 
are 10 changes to the team that wot 
the Northern Group decider against' 
Cheshire at Liverpool St Helens in Oe- 
cemftet 

UNCUMRE /IEMI (» Ct» 


Stan Grawrupoan). I btbm (Watotoj. nmyn» 
T lfm d Wj -Wtotaoj. c cr«i 

a^ppooi a HeteaT. C WihTHi r tuxuhbcwuffi 
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Crickot : 

SoOth Africa^28-3 
Nethertarids 168-8 
(Sou# Africa wp by 160 j 


Andrew Hudson plundered 

and shared in 

South; Africa 
trabea 
■pLodi, 

»I60-: 

•' flic Netherlands. Tbeyi 
tbe hkely prospect of a 
final against the 
Hu^onshan 
record ^ openinrf- 
186 with GaryKi . . 

'South Africa to 328 fox 
Group B matcb/Tbe 
lands, the only teaa 
won a game m the 
were tlKniestrictec 
: J Hudson and JCnsren 
.brokethe- 11-year-old 
record icn ai firet-wicket 
of 184 by Austral "*'' BtAl 
CoSker and Alan ' 
SriLankaalThe 
' South Area’s 
. highest mdne-day 
als, while Hudson » 
tire .'third best by a 
African hatroian/His lv 
132 balls, mchwfing 
and 12 fbure, wasa 
rmrings that prime! 

Africafo their Iwh 
one-dayintematioh; 

SoathAfricaleftthe.'*' 1 ' 
lands fedngtlietaskof 
at anavergge of6-58 an 
yicto^and despite mafeftg, 
off- their first l t ovei^with ^ 
year-old veteran Nolan « 

finally fin rting frrrtn in V~ 

nament, if wasalways 
be freyond than: • -v . ; 

(SoiA AtHat won tats) 

SOUm AFRICA 

SMaBacZUbBrartPApmaa. 

A C Hudson cZidderertbSoute — 3fi2, 
■WJCro^ecLAbeabCanM! — — 41 
DJCUBasn hotf*' 

/HKitonot'** 

Extras {K6.1 

IMtf (fora. .. 

R*V- 186.2-2 
DM ntMC&N 
JM kwis n. PLSimctK, C 
Dorati -■• • •, ' ’. •' 

itmniirerTmiiiTirTr' — 

0; De teede 30-0494; Ape 
,cantnl ixy&€l-l; Ga*3 2-0324.. 


was allowed to get-away with 
things that wire totally out of 
order.1 redcori he-must have hit 
me about seven -times on tire 
bade of my head -without the 
referee intervening once." -- * 

Never in love with the game, 
Bugner is a gentle-^giant who 
only ever produced ,his best 
when rfledor burtbyan qppo- 
nent,the Bruno matdtnotwith- 
standing. He put it down to 
pre-fight nerves thathe never re- * 
atiypuodiedhisfrifl we^fiL “Tm 
more relaxed now;” he said, 
“and ready togweyoung Scott 
a few lessons.” For- Bugneris 
sake, it is to be hoped he wfii be 
able to see the sucker punch 
oannog i^ber better thanne did 
at yesterday's press conference. 

“What was tire woretloss you 
ever had. Joe?, WfeJdi enquired 
re^rectfally. 

“Against Ron Lyle in I977,.in ' 


Las Migas, "replied Bugner. !*I ; 
got the beating of myJife ." 

“BecareMyou dpn’tgetany 
flashbacks," came backWelch. 


Skn«g 

Sweden's AgnBa Wbefg, who vton gife 
fn the statom and women's combfeed 
at The World C h ampton sK ps in Sterna 
Nevada last month, 1 bas'ptdted out of 
tatiafs World Cup dowiMI find in lie- 
rtanvnei; Norway, wftti a knea tnrujy. 

Snooker 

Jimmy VWte has dropped out oftha top 

16 In the prowafenat eoridiwiMrtff Ibl 
T he 33-yearoW began tMs season at 
No .7 but has slipped ao 'lBfoBcMdng 
to (fisappotting periamance In last . 
week's European Operu WhftB now has 
just three renuk k rgcanMngKunameres . 
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JOE BUGNER 


Ready to win at last 


Schmeichel 
inspired by 
past failure 


Football 


Peter Schmeichel. who defied 
Newcastle with a string of saves 
in Monday's enthralling mulch. 

still hears the sears of Man- 
chester United's last-kick failure 
against Blackburn a year ago. 

"The memory has spurred 
him. and the rest of Alex Fer- 
guson's team, to rescue what 
looked to be a lost cause at 
Christmas when they trailed 
Newcastle by 1U points. 

Six successive League wins, 
crowned by Eric Cantona's goal 
which shattered Newcastle's 
aura of invincibility at St James' 
Park, have trimmed that lead to 
a bare, precarious point. 

“Now we ran only lose it,** 
Schmeichel *aid. “We still need 
help from one or two teams but 
when you look at Newcastle's 
run-in" I am sure we will get it. 
And that leaves it up to us. 

“We've been in this situation 
before. Twice we've come out 
winners, twice we've been losers 


in the last four seasons. Most of 
this team experienced losing it 
on the last day and I can tell you 
it's not a nice feriing. It is hor- 
rible and makes you deter- 
mined that it's never going to 
happen to you again. 

“Newcastle have not really 
been in the situation when you 
reach March and April and 
the title is being decided, when 
you are running out of games 
and you have to keep pulling out 
the results. We've been there, 
we know exactly what it's like 
and that's our great advantage 
over Newcastle" now. We are re- 
ally fired up for It.” 

United’s schedule is much the 
easier, mainly matches against 
relegation fodder, while Kevin 
Keegan must take a Newcastle 
team now gnawed by self-doubt 
to Anfield, Highbury, Ewood 
Park and Elland Road. 

If Newcastle go the way of 
Malcolm Allison's 1972 Man- 
chester City side - five points 
clear in mid-March and losers 
to Derby by a solitaiy point 


Forest fans in custody 
after street violence 


Two nights of violence in Mu- 
nich led to 20 British football 
fans being remanded in custody 
for a week yesterday. A further 
39 were being held by German 
police for questioning and were 
not expected to be released un- 
til after last night's Uefa Cup 
match between Nottingham 
Forest and Bayern Munich. 

Security' was tight, and about 
400 police with horses and dogs 
at Munich station greeted the 
arrival of an estimated 1.400 
Forest fans. A further 1.000 se- 
curity officers were on duty at 
Bayern's Olympic Stadium’. 

A court remanded the 20 fans 
in custody on charges of bodi- 
ly harm, breach of the peace and 
resisting arresL mostly relating 
to a pub fight and street scuf- 
fles on Sunday night. Two po- 
licemen were hurl. 

A spokeswoman at the 
British Consulate said that 32 
of those arrested arc likely to be 
released without charge after 
the match. The other seven, who 
were involved in an incident at 
the railway station, during 


which a bicycle was thrown at 
a woman, may face charges. 

The Aston Villa defender 
Ugo Ehiogu looks to have guar- 
anteed his Coca-Cola Cup final 
place by his injury-lime book- 
ing against Liverpool on Sun- 
day. The referee Keith Cooper 
has confirmed his report will 
state that Ehiogu was cautioned 
“for a late tackle from behind". 
That would mean a four-point 
penally, which would take the 
centre-back to a one-match 
ban - ibe same fate as his 
team-mate Savo Milosevic, who 
was booked for kicking the ball 
away. 

Leeds, Villa's Wembley op- 
ponents, are heading for a huge 
loss. At a meeting called to dis- 
cuss the club's accounts - which 
showed a loss of £427,000 on the 
year to 31 May - the chairman 
Leslie Silver predicted a £3 .5m 
loss on the current year. 

Louie Donowa's £150.000 
transfer from Birmingham to 
Swansea fell through yesterday 
after medical tests revealed a 
possible heart problem. 


come May - the title may not 
end up in Manchester. 

Schmeichel, in fact, considers 
Liverpool, five points adrift 
with a game in hand, to be the 
main threat. “They are playing 
extremely welL They are very 
much in it and we've both 
rammed home the message to 
Newcastle that titles don't come 
easy," be said. 

The keeper also praised 
United's youngsters. “These 
kids are very, very special," he 
said. “You can’t expect them all 
to go through nine months of 
top-class football without dips 
in form. Their ability is obvious 
but the way they nave coped 
with the mental strain too is fan- 
tastic. They have kept us going 
through all the problems with 
injuries and suspensions this 
season. 

“It’s a great example of the 
confidence and attitude in the 
team than when we lose Gary 
Pallister, one of our best play- 
ers, just before the kick-off we 
still go out there and beat the 
top team.” 

David Batty, however, still 
maintains that Newcastle can re- 
cover. The midfielder, who had 
to endure a losing debut after 
his £3.75m transfer from Black- 
bum Rovers, said: “We wanted 
a least a point, but it wasn't to 
be, but we're still a point ahead 
with 10 games to go and while 
of course it was a setback it isn’t 
a problem. I've only been here 
less than a week but we’ve def- 
initely got the players and the 
resolve. There's no pressure 
whatsoever in the changing- 
room. We're just told to go out 
and play and that's the key to 
winning. 

“The important thing is that 
it’s got to be like water off a 
duck's back for us. We’ve got to 
go out and win our next game 
and show Monday was no big 
deal - whatever people might 
write.” 

It certainly was a big deal for 
the bookmakers, who changed 
their odds dramatically. Lad- 
brokes make Manchester Unit- 
ed 6-5 favourites just weeks after 
Newcastle were an unbackable 
5-1 on. William Hill offer just 
8-1 against Ferguson becoming 
the first manager to complete 
a double of League and FA Cup 
doubles. 

Newcastle, the morning aftei; 
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Motor racing 


- Environmentalists may have - \ 

voiced thefr dspfeffiure aboiit.il, 
but leading Formula One drivers • r 

are happy with Melbourne's re- 
developed Albert Park circuit, 
venue for opening grand prix of 
the new season: 

S tirling Moss, who won the 
1956racei3iereinaMaserali, 
praised its beauty. “It really is • 
fantastic,” he said. “It is the 

finest conventional road circuit 
^ye.seen, fay miles. There is- 
rx>tiunge3se to compare with it.” 

Apart from its setting, there 
is little comparison between 
the tixaxit he won bn and to- 
day’s. .After lying idle for 40 - , 
years, the 321-mile track, which 

hao undergone £ 12.7 4m -worth 
of redevelopment, is expected 
to be one of the fastest in the 
world, with average speeds of 
125mph and top speeds over . .. 
185mph. 

Michael Schumacher, the 
world champion who mq^es 
his first grand prix appearance 
for Ferrari ul the race, consid- 
ered it fast and exciting. - 

Jacques VHfeneuve, the Ca- 
nadian who won the . IndyCar 




le went 
When 
before < 







had seen ax potential overtaking 
places and praised the circuit fin- 
ite high-speed nature and the - 
challenge of its coroezs, “It looks 
great,” said ViBateuve, who mil 
be majfcjnghis Formula One de- 
but withtbe WiHiamsteam. 

VtBeneoveis irrtentonaVokl- 
ing the fate suffered by Michael 
Andretti, one of his predeces- 
sors who made the switch from 
IndyCar to Formula One.An- 
dretti, like Vifieneuve, arrived . 
in Fdrinnla One as the reigning 
IndyCar champion in 1993 but '•? 
his reputation was in tatters as 
he retreated -to the United 
States six months later having 
scored just one podium finish. 

. . “I have spokenlo MIdiael a 
lot sincethe t ead of last season* 
said V31eneurc,-the new teahi- T . 
mateof Damon Hill Vat 
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South Africa's Andrew Hudson sweeps to 161 against the Netherlands yesterday 


Report, page 23; photograph, AP. 


Wflliams-“He was irnt yery “ i . 

positive-.about.his bpcrienqes y * 

- understandably so. But -pur » fH 

preparations fbrthe seraonare * I ‘j 

mui&i .drffensp L.M^l came a 

strain mfo a rare situation and 
he was notbaied in Europe. *VA,: 

“Mkhadjust did not have the ' 

timetogetreatfy.Ihaveikeads \~'t 

done several thousand miles' of V* 

testing and have lived in Mona- ’ 

co for a few years now” , 

Nevertheless, he thought the 
season; would be “a huge HSATVil? . 
challenge.” 7 
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ACROSS 

7 Drink like a fish (4) 

S Tot up before moving off? 
(7-3) 

10 Give new heart to popu- 
lar character |S> 

11 Golden-headed god. a 
creator (6) 

12 Instruments for making 
glasses (6j 

13 Ophidian from Canada? 
No, that can not be right! 
(Si 

15 Cat left among Eliot's 
others, straying (13) 

IS Eager for pain-killer at 
onset of gout (8) 


20 Cricket-side in mild 
charge? (6) 

22 U-shaped piece of wire of 

g rime importance (6) 
i the Open, you begin to 
go round like a beginner 
(8) 

25 Unwelcome visitor from 
France verv faded, right? 
( 10 ) 

26 Othello's retirement 
chamber (4) 

DOWN 

1 On hill, Scot changes into 
middle gear (TO 1 
2 Tvrants depots blown up 
(6; 


Ttaesday's Solution 


ULJWQHlil HBEJOIEIH 
00QEJQB0D 

aSBBUGIHGIBGimEIElBB 

DBU0QU0B 

uauEB nsuiiusHnnt!] 
OB D a 0 0 E 
BHHHBH naanaa 

0 D ki □ 

BBQQQCl 0QBE00 

a b h m b be 

0CJ0HQBHBB BQ000 
□ □BEJ0B0C1 
UQHB00HHH00QL4QH 
BBOOBEODB 
□BBIIBO QHHI3BK 


3 Stiff drink swallowed by 
Cimabue’s press officer 
<S> 

4 Philip's men defeated by 
England’s slow bowler (6) 

5 At university, oarsman 
shows rising mark on can- 
vas (8) 

6 Dicy way of getting men 
home? (4) 

9 Such people do not yield 
when a tennis-string 
breaks (13) 

14 Embassy striking out 
around Georgia (10) 

16 To introduce secona levy 
makes empire so unhappv 
(8) 

17 The Admiralty, we hear, 
concerned with the coast? 
( 8 ) 

19 Character of O'Neill in of- 
fice-management (6) 

21 Small house in real devel- 
opment in citv of Pakistan 
(6) 

23 The Secret Life of Waiter 
Mitty? (4) 
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Richardson will retire 
after World Cup 


Cricket 

TONY COZIER 

reports from Bridgetown, 

Barbados 

• ■ i £’■’ _ Richie Richardson 
yesterday announ- 

from international cricket by 
fax. The West Indies captain, who 
will step down after the World 
Cup. revealed his derision in a 
message from the team's hotel in 
Jaipur. India, to the Caribbean 
News Agency here. 

“I had made up my mind at 
the end of the L»K tour last sum- 
mer that I would retire at the 
end of the World Cup.” 
Richardson said. “I informed 
the West Indies Cricket Board 
of Control several days ago." 

Demanded for some 'time 
by several influential former 
team-mates and a public an- 
gered by a string of embarrass- 
ing defeats. Richardson's 
decision accentuates the turmoil 
that has engulfed West Indies 
cricket in the past year. 

As captain. Richardson has 
carried the brum of the blame for 


the series loss to Australia 10 
months ago that ended the proud 
record of 15 years unbeaten in 
Test criekeL He has also been 
held partially responsible for 
the indiscipline that has under- 
mined his team and the shabby 
displays that hit rock bottom with 
the World Cup defeat by Kenya. 

If he had not jumped of his 
own accord, it was almost cer- 
tain he would have been pushed 
by the West Indies Beard of 
Control at its meeting in An- 
tigua that coincided with his 
announcement. 

If his departure as captain was 
not entirely unexpected, his de- 
rision to quit entirely leaves a 
huge vacuum in an already frag- 
ile middle order. As he showed 
with his match-winning un- 
beaten 93 against Australia on 
Monday, he remains capable of 
competing at the highest leveL 
He is, after all, only 33. 

His Joss, following that of 
Desmond Haynes a year ago, 
leaves only Carl Hooper of die 
batsmen with over 50 Tests be- 
hind him. The pressure on the 
slender shoulders of Brian Lara 
will now be further heightened. 


Even before the Kenyan fi- 
asco, former players such as Jef- 
frey Dujon. Joel Gamer and 
Carlisle Best had called for his 
removal as captain, and Viv 
Richards, his fellow Antiguan 
whom he succeeded in 1991, 
added his influential voice only 
a few days before the African 
fledglings inflicted their crush- 
ing upseL 

Richardson's rift in England 
last summer with Lara compli- 
cated the captain’s problems. 
Complaining that Richardson 
had been too soft on the trou- 
ble-makers in his ranks, Lara 
twice pulled out of the team in 
the space of six months. His re- 
instatement for the World Cup, 
with no preconditions, rankled 
with Richardson and was a pow- 
erful factor m his decision. 

Yet there is strong support to 
make Lara capiaiiu a position 
for which he has been groomed 
since leading the West Indies 
Youth and ‘A* teams in his for- 
mative years. But the likeliest 
scenario is that the veteran fast 
bowler Courtney Whlsb will be 
recalled for the short term with 
Lara as vice-captain. 


Cork injury scare for England 


Dominic Cork has given Eng- 
land another injury scare four 
days before their World Cup 
quarter-Onai against Sri Lanka. 

The Derbyshire all-rounder 
was taken to hospital in Karachi 
for a scan on his troublesome 
right knee after twisting it dur- 
ing fielding practice. 

Detailed examination re- 
vealed no new damage, but 
Cork s fitness remains a worry for 
Saturday's match in Faisalabad. 

’’Dominic will have physio- 
therapy for the next 48 hours 
and hopefully will be available 
for selection for the quarter-fi- 
na!.” the assistant manager. 
John Barclay, said. 

Cork has been troubled, on 
and off by a tendon problem for 


must of this winter and is doing 
only a minimum amount of bowl- 
ing in the nets between games. 

England considered giving 
him a cortisone injection a cou- 
ple of weeks ago but after con- 
sultation with both the player and 
his county, decided that as much 
rest as possible between match- 
es ought to keep him in action. 

Cork experienced similar 
problems with the tendon just 
below his other knee two sea- 
sons ago and eventually need- 
ed an operation. That injury 
almost certainly delayed his ar- 
rival on the Test scene buL 
since then, he has been highly 
successful against West Indies 
last summer and in South 
Africa earlier this winter. 


England regard Cork asa key 
member of their World Cup 
party. So far the results are not 
sparkling - eight wickets from 
five matches and a slightly dis- 
appointing economy rate of 4.5 
runs per over - but they wiD be 
desperate to include him. 
■Dsrek Pringle, Independent 
cricket writer and former England 
all-rounder, yesterday joined the 
small band of players who have 
hit six axes in an over. Rringle 
compiled his perfect 36 playing 
for the English Press team agana 
then Ifaldaani counterparts at rhp 
Karachi Gymkhana Ground. He 
scored 58 runs off just 15 deliv- 
eries as the viators beat their hesis 
by 81 runs in a Umited<ivere 
match. 
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